
NEED 

WORK? 

130+ jobs in 
the Classifieds! 


Meet the Public Service Board, Vermonts most powerful men you ve never heard of 


MINORITY REPORT 


AYUP, IT’S VERMONT 


MINT CONDITION 


Conflicting views on Wanda Hines The history and future of an accent 


Post Irene, misery on the menu 
PAGE 42 



"siH 


i 

HE NORTH FACE WINTER SALE 


VEUP 

THE NORTH FACE STORE 

210 COLLEGE ST. BURLINGTON 
877.284.3270 





Good Stuff 



A Conference 
on the Occupy 
Wall Street 
Movement and 
Student Activism 



Saturday, March 10, 
9am - 5pm 


about the role of higher 
education in student protest, 
the corevalues of OWS and 
the future of the Occupy 


Among the panelists are key 
organizers of -the original 
OWS action in New York City, 
Goddard faculty, students, 
leading Vermont journalists, 
and a keynote address by The 
Looting uf America author Les 
Leopold. 




OLYMPUS 



To register, call 660-3505, or sign up in store. Pre-registration and pre-payment required, 
Classes are 510.00 per person, Seewww.Gardeners5upplyStore.com for program details. 
4+2 Plan is for Gardeners Club members. Seminars are held at Gardeners in Burlington. 


OLYMPUS PEN 


GRAMMY WINNER FOR BEST 
CLASSICAL CROSSOVER ALBUM 


Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SprucePeakArts.org 

The Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit arts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities in Stowe and beyond. 


Spruce Peak 

Performing 
Arts Center 

122 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, VT 


Tickets 
On Sale Now! 

Box Office: 

802.760.4634 

SprucePeakArts.org 


TURTLE 

ISLAND 

STRING 

QUARTET 


www.gmcamera.com (802) 244-0883 
14 Sunset Drive, Waterbury Cenier, VT 05677 


BLACKBERRY 

SMOKE 


GARDENER^ 

SUPPLY COMPANY 


128 Intervale Road, off Riverside Ave., Burlington 
(802)660-3505 • Mon-Sat 9am-6pm: Sun 10am-5pm 


VIEW THE WORLD FROM A 
DIFFERENT ANGLE. 


Saturdays at Gardener's Supply in Burlington 


February 25, 2012 • 9:30-1 1:00am 

NEW! A Taste of Italy: Gardening Italian Style 

Charlie Nardozzi 

Charlie presents tips and techniques for planning and planting gardens 
with an Italian flair. The perfect class for the food ie in your family. 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 


February 18, 2012 • ll:30-l:00pm 

NEW! Hydrangeas Demystified 

Great varieties and tips for exceptional flowering 
Kerry Mendez 

Top-performing cultivars and how to care for and 
prune for healthy plants and beautiful blooms. 


2/28 CELTIC CROSSROADS 


A SPECIAL EVENING 
WITH TRAVIS TRITT 

SAM BUSH 

THE OFFICIAL BLUES 
BROTHERS REVUE 


3/2 


THE COMPLETE 
WORLD OF SPORTS — 
THE REDUCED 
SHAKESPEARE CO 


3/8 


3/10 

3/15 






BURTON FLAGSHIP STORE 
SHRED SALE 

Begins Sat. Feb. 18 th 



BE SOCIAL - JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, meet new people 
and win things — doesn't everyone? 

Sign up to get insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


PICK YOUR PLEASURE 


LIKE/FAN/STALK US JOIN 00# E BUST LIST FOLLOW EHE FUN 

sevendays.socialclub sevendaysvt.com @7dSocialClub 



-ft re.! 

85 Main St, Burlington • 802:658.3313 • skirack.com 

STOREipDE 

wmFwmpSSP 

Up to 60% Off! 

skis 

snowshoes 
snowboards 
clothing 



UURTOnQ 


80 Industrial Parkway 
Burlington, VT 05401 
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$&iit of This 


facing 

facts 


LOCAL SECOND? 


bought a unit from 

competitor We 
feel your pain. 

FAMILY FEUD 


Five individual#, two 
of whom have the 



a single altercation 
on Route 302. Cabin 



DOWNHILL 100 FAST 

disappointing; it's 
sliders died on 

Sugaibushand 
Mt. Snow. Ugh 

PIGGY SANK 

license plates on 
sole titan Lt. Gov. 

selling police pig 
decals to the highest 
bidder. All for 



That’s how many years the "Valentine 
Phantom" has decorated downtown 
Montpelier with paper hearts early on 
Valentine’s Day. The phantom’s identity 
remains shrouded in mystery. 


TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULARITEMSONSEVENDAYSVT.COM 

1 ^Witness" by Paula Routly. Working under 
Steve Jobs. Burlington^ Jerry Manock 
helped design Apple’s early computers. 

2. 'Singled Out' by Carolyn Fox. Seven Days 
readers pick Vermont's most eligible 



Montpelier?" by Paul Heintz Population 
growth means that Chittenden County’s six 
senators might not be enough, 

Gas Drilling" by Kathryn Flagg. Our 
neighbors to the north provide a cautionary 
tale about fracking for natural gas. 

5 "Signed, Sealed. Delivered" by Kathryn 
Flagg, A Burlington artist crafts hand- 
lettered wedding stationery. 





Your locally 
owned shop 
for yoga 
inspired 
clothing, 
supplies & 
accessories! 


SEVEN DAYS 



ECCO. 

v Everything 


* is Right 
Here. 

Velvet 
AG Jeans 
Ige Premium Denim 
Ella Moss 
Splendid 
Humanity 
All Mankind 



Ecco Clothes 
81 Church Street 
Burlington | 860.2220 
eccoclothesboutiquecom 


Say you 
saw it in.. 

SEVEN DAYS 




ns Corin Ilirscb, Alice Levin 


Etuleili Crete. Erik BkHIuh. Kevin J. Kelley, 
Rick Kinnuk. Judith Levine. Amy Lilly 

Sarah Tuff. Lindsey J. Wi 



feed back 

READER REACTION TO RECENT ARTICLES 


RUTLAND REMEMBERED 

I grew up in downtown Rutland in 
the late 70s and early ’80s ["Leaving 
Rut Vegas," February 1], It was a un- 
usual upbringing, growing up on a 
bustling Center Street surrounded by 
retail and restaurants. At that time, 
almost every storefront was filled. The 
Center Street Alley, my backyard, had 
been completed. What I remember 
most is the architecture and the set- 
ting. What has not changed with the 
times are the impressive historic build- 
ings and Green Mountain backdrop. 
That's a beautiful base to work with 
when reimagining downtown Rutland. 
Although I've lived 2000 miles away 
for some time, I make a point of visiting 
Vermont annually and driving through 
Rutland, and, to me, the shell of the 
downtown looks preserved. Rutland is 
a beautiful city, and I hope die energy 
will be harnessed to breathe life into it. 


iLIKED THAT MANOCK ARTICLE 

Wonderful job getting this great story 
to us [“iWitness,” February 1]! I had no 
idea this very talented guy was among 
us. Fascinating tidbits from an amazing 
business-technology-lifestyle story. 


MEAT TREAT 

This is exacdy what local Vermont needs 
[“In die Company of Meat," February 1], I 
have noticed that there are no high-qual- 
ity Vermont butchers local to Chittenden 
County. This article was a great highlight 
to fill a void of great local meats from 
Vermont farms. There are some great 
butchers out there: Bob's, Williston Meal 
Market, Shelburne Meat Market and 
then the local groceries. Please tell them 
to start featuring Vermont beef! 

Michael Haseck 
BURLINGTON 


BLOODY UNNECESSARY 

Was the bloody and disfigured image of 
a pig really necessary [“In the Company 
of Meat," February 1]? I know Seven 
Days food writers are meat-obsessed, 
but there are plenty of Vermonters who 
are not. It would be great if Seven Days 
could be more balanced widi food arti- 
cles. How about sending Alice to review 
MINT, the newly reopened vegetarian 
restaurant in Waitsfield? 

Alysia Catalfamo 
VERGENNES 

Editor's Note: See this week’s story 
about MINT on page 42. 


HETEROSEXIST STORY 

The editors blew it when they included 


TIM NEWCOMB 


St owe. the Mod River Volley. Rutland. SL Alton. Si. 
Seim Day. lopriiAed .1 Upper Volley Piwtoln NcnliH.wrliill.NJl 


&REAT HEALTH CARE DEBATE > 
LOOP AT SHUML1N BE I NS- 
yANkJEh AROUNb - I NEVER 
GUeSSEb HE'J> BE so 


HERE THEY COME - 
I CAN FEEL iT - THE 
ACCUSATIONS OF 
IEIN& 60P- LITE - 1 
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® O'BRIENS “"*! 

| AVEDA INSTITUTE f 


Start your career in 

mSMFTOI OGY 50% OFF Men's Haircuts vu coupon 
CUOIVIC I yCUul SB Haircuts 4 6 PM weekdays 

classes begin in March Special Offets available online at 

1475 Shelburne Road 802.658.9591 www.obriensavedainstitute.org 


WED 2/15 CABINET 7PM 
DJCRE810PM 

THU 2JV, OLD SOUL 7PM 

DJA-DOG 10PM /DJCRE8 10PM 
FRI 2/17 DAYS WEIGHT 5PM 

STARLINE RHYTHM BOYS 8PM 
DJ ROBBIE J 9PM 
DJ CRAM MITCHEU 11PM 
SAT 2/18 ANDREW PARKBt-RENGA 5PM 
DJ RAUL 6PM 

MAUETT BROIHERS BAND 8PM 
DJCRAIGMITCHBilCFM/DJAOOGlVM 
MON 2/20 INDUSTRY NKHT W ROBBIE J 9PM 
TUE 2/21 SUPER K 8PM 

CRAIG MITCHELL 10PM 
SC ChUTOiSf • YS9-Y909 

redscjparevf.c®^ 


the Peg Streep quote in [“Momzilla and 
Me.” February 8]. Streep, who claims 
never to have heard of anyone getting 
married where there isn’t some stress 
between die mother and die daughter, 
must not be aware of the fact that in 
Vermont we allow a man to marry an- 
other man. At my wedding to my hus- 
band, there was no stress between any 
mother and any daughter. Nor was there 
any stress between any mother and any 
son. Streep is entided to her views, but by 
quoting her so prominently, the editors 
perpetuated an incorrect assumption re- 
garding marriage. Marriage is between 
two people who love each odier, even if 
neither of diem is anybody's daughter. 

Mark S. Westergard 
SOUTH BURUNGTON 


WHAT THE FRACK? 

A moratorium on hydraulic fracturing in 
Vermont is idiotic ["Frack, No: Vermont 
Looks North to Quebec as It Considers a 
Ban on Natural-Gas Drilling,” February 
8]. In die first place, we don’t even know 
if we can get at it In die second place, 
if we could, it'd easily reduce heating 
bills for up to 200,000 Vermonters by 50 
percent or more. Rather than putting the 
idea on ice, die legislature should permit 
more study of it, and set terms for drillers 
to ensure both water quality and a good 
deal for Vermont energy consumers. 

The reality is that if we don’t get it, 
Quebec will, and then sell it back to us 
at a hefty markup. That would be a di- 

Ruel Wheel ock 

COLCHESTER 


MY AMADIS 

[Re “The Sound and the Fury and the 
Banjo," February 1]: I was at that show 
until the end, drink in hand, rocking out 
to Amadis - I even got a signed set list 
to take home with me. You said, “The 
show ends after Dystic and his crew tear 
through dieir song ‘Skin,’ during which 
a six-person mosh pit erupts — though 
it could be described as a ferocious 
hug." That was a six-man hug at the end. 
Metal = Love. 

Cindy Marcell e 

SOUTH BURUNGTON 


NEWBORNS ARENT ADDICTS 

Kudos and criticism for a very positive 
article on treating pregnant, opioid- 
dependent women [“A Chittenden 
County Program Helps Pregnant Addicts 
Become Successful Moms,” February 
1]: First, it’s most important to empha- 
size, as you do, the enormous benefits 


associated with methadone (and more 
recently, buprenorphine as well) for both 
die pregnant woman and her child. Hie 
very favorable treatment outcomes were 
noted in a 2009 State of Vermont publi- 
cation co-authored by Marjorie Meyer, 
a physician member of the CHARM 
program that is the focus of your report: 
“Mediadone is considered the medica- 
tion of choice for treatment of opiate 
dependency in pregnancy. There is no 
waiting list in Vermont at any of these 
[methadone maintenance] clinics for a 
pregnant woman who is opiate addicted.” 

As for criticism, it is simply wrong 
to describe newborns as “addicts." 
Addiction is the compulsive, uncon- 
trolled use of a substance, generally 
under antisocial conditions — clearly 
not a term that applies to neonates. 
Sadly, it most definitely is a label that 
will carry with it a lifelong stigma. 

Robert G. Newman, MD 
NEW YORK. N.Y. 

Newman is director of the Baron 
Edmond de Rothschild Chemical 
Dependency Institute at New York's Beth 
Israel Medical Center. 


RADIO HEAD 

Just want to say that Don Mullally is 
the reason that I — and countless others 
- pursued a career in radio [“Mr. Saint 
Johnsbury," December 14, 2011]. I was 
interviewed by him on WTWN and 
thought I had realized my 15 minutes of 
fame, being in the same room! He sang 
in a band my dad played in and generally 
was an awesome influence in my life. 
When I grow up, I want to be just like 
him! May he have many more fantastic 

Ken Webbley 

WEST LEBANON. NJH. 


PATIENTS WANT FILM QUIZ 

I admit I am not a faithful Seven Days 
reader; I read it maybe every other 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust. 

■ be 250 words or fewer; 

• respond to Seven Days content ; 

• Include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 

Your submission options include: 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvt com 

• Seven Days P.0. Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 


Hous-fot!, U/C have liff off/ 

down frWqy «• fe f«r 
Tift GREATEST cocFTAL of ALL 
< ft* STARLWE RHYTHM MS. 


The French Connection 

Le Vent du Nord 

and Pine Leaf Boys 

February 17 at 8 

art at $15 

> (comcast 

SymQuest 


New 

_ TO THE 

Crew 

Over the past few months. Seven Days has 
hired several new staffers. You may have 
noticed their work already. Some write for 
the newspaper and the website, and some 
operate behind the scenes. All of them are 
now contributing to the success of this locally 
owned media company. How did we find 
them? When we advertised openings, we 
used help- wanted ads in Seven Days . Please 
join us in welcoming them to the team... 

SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 

Seven Days. Vermont's award-winning 
independent weekly newspaper, was founded 
in 1995 by Pamela Polston and Paula Routly. 

in Vermont and Plattsburgh. N.Y..and is 
online atsevendaysvt.com. 


Kathryn Flagg, Staff Writer 

Kathryn Flagg started her career in 
journalism at the Addison Independent 
in 2008, after graduating from 
Middlebury College. In 2009, the New 
England Newspaper and Press 
■■■■ Association named her Rookie of the 
Year, and Kathryn snagged the prize for Best State 
Story from the Vermont Press Association in 2010. 
After two years, she left the Addy Indy to enroll in the 
Masters of Fine Arts writing program at the University 
ofWyoming. and simultaneously won a fell owship in 
environmental journalism through Middlebury 
College. In Wyoming she pursued her MFA while 
working on environmental reporting projects, 
including a cloud-seeding story that took her all the 
way to China. In January, Kathryn returned to 
Shoreham, where she and her husband raise beef 
cattle. Seven Days published her first cover story, 
"Leaving RutVegas," on February 1. 

Paul Heintz, Staff Writer 

Before graduating from Dartmouth 
College in 2006, Paul Heintz worked as 
an intern with NPR's "On the Media"; 
after graduation, he spent several 
months as a desk assistant for "The 
NewsHour with JimLehrer" before 

In 2008, he paddled the 740-mile Northern Forest 
Canoe Trail and then succumbed to the dark side — he 
moved to Washington DC to become communications 
director for Rep. Peter Welch. In 2010. Paul had the 
dubious distinction ofwinningthe first and only Seven 
Daysie award for "Best Flack.” Then, in 2011, he felt the 
need to cleanse his soul, so he quit his job and spent 
five and a half months thru-hiking the 2181 -mile 
Appalachian Trail. He's been back in Vermont and on 
die job since February 1. Now Paul spends his days 
writing on his laptop in coffee shops, jamming out to 
Trey and the boys, and posting to the MBTVmayor 
hash tag. 


Emily Rose, Sales Assistant 

Emily Rose is a newly minted graduate 
of the Journalism and Mass 
Communication program at St. 
Michael's College. While a student at St 
Mike's. Emily interned at Hen House 
Media, and co-produced and -directed a 
documentary film. "Best If Used By Freegans." When 
die’s not supporting the salesteam, Emily is reading 
practicing Bikram yoga or finding craft prqj ects on 
Pinterest. 

Bobby Hackney, Designer 

Bobby Hackney j oined the Seven Days 
design staff in January, but you may 
have seen him in these pages before 
that As the lead singer of the 
Burlington-based band Rough Francis, 
Bobby has been featured not only in 
Seven Days, but also on NPR and in the New York 
Times. He studied fine arts and graphic design at the 
Community College of Vermont, and is working on 
eamingliis bachelor's degree from the Art Institute of 
Pittsburgh Online. Bobby also works with Burlington 
Meals-on-Wheels and does design work for South 
Burlington music venue Higher Ground. 

Justin Gonyea, Production Manager 

Justin Gonyea is another designer by 
day/musician by night. He moved to 
Vermont from Boston, and got a 
bachelor of fine arts in graphic design 
from the Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design. He worked most recently as 
the art director for ANG Creative, the in-house 

Air National Guard. He took command of the Seven 
Days production department in November. Justin is 
also the cofounder of Get Stoked! Records, a DIYlabel 
whose new release is OneH.E.L.L of a Compilation, a 
fundraiser for a Boston bike-safety group called 
Helping Everyone Live Longer. He plays guitar in local 
punk bands, including Hunger and No Submission. 







Kids VT. Seven Days’ monthly parenting magazine, has also added two new staffers: 


Becky Tharp, Calendar Writer 

Even before she started writing the Kids VT calendar in December, Becky Tharp used it to help 

4 Jb 


find activities to enjoy with her family. Becky works part-time on the calendar, and also 
collaborates with the Just Design Institute, her nonprofit ecological design firm with a social - 
justice mission. She has a master's of science in natural resources from the University of Vermont, 
and a bachelor’s degree from Harvard University. Before coming to Kids VT, Becky worked as an 
administrator for Ocean Arks International. 


Kaitlin Montgomery, Account Executive 


Kids VT is Vermont’s only parenting publication. 
Pick It up for free at more than 400 locations 
across northern and central Vermont and find 
It on the web at kidsvt.com. 



Kaitlin Montgomery is theonly member of the Kids VT staff with a master's degree in education; she 
earned her MA at Saint Xavier University in Chicago. 111., after graduating with a bachelors degree from 
the University of Iowa She taught high-school history in inner-city Chicago schools before moving to 
Boston, where she started her sales career as the manager of media relations for TV Compass. Comcast 
moved her to Vermont Kaitlin is also the only Kids VTstaffer with a listing on the Internet Movie 
Database— she played Kevin Costner's daughter in the!987 film The Untouchables, 
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PICO MOUNTAIN 
B-DAY LEARN TO SKI/RIDE 
STARTING AT $99 


FORAGES 7 AND OLDER 

Learn To Ski 5 Ride is an all-inclusive program designed to get you started on 
the mountain Single and multi-day packages include rental equipment, lift 
ticket and a 90-minute lesson (lift ticket is limited to the Bonanza lift). Half day 
lessons meet at 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Thursday through Monday and every 
day during peak periods.* 


LEARN MORE AT PIC0M0UNTAIN.COM 


•Peak Dates: 2/18 - 2/26/12 





FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by andybromage 



A Bernie Sanders Super PAC? 



start thinking 

warmer 

weather 



" UabcanW 

206 College Street, Burlington 
Mon-Sat 10-6 Sunday 12-5 
(802) 861-2326 www.isabean.com 



S hould political candidates 
who rail against super PACs 
accept help from them when 
facing opponents bankrolled 
by billionaire benefactors such as newt 
gingrich sugar daddy sheldon adelson? 

Or should they take a principled stand 
and reject die corrupting influence of 
unlimited super-PAC dough - even if it 
could cost them the election? 

President barack obama answered 
the question last week — making major 
waves in the process — when his aides 
announced that the Obama cam- 
paign would begin assisting the main 
Democratic super PAC, Priorities USA 
Action, in raising funds for his reelection. 

Obama has been an outspoken critic 
of the U.S. Supreme Court rulings that 
destroyed campaign fundraising limits, 
memorably shaming the justices for 
the Citizens United decision at his 2010 
state of the union speech. The Supremes 
sat just a few feet away. 

But with Obama’s approval ratings in 
the danger zone and Republican super 
PACs dwarfing their Democratic coun- 
terparts, Obama campaign manager JIM 
messina blogged last week that “with so 
much at stake,” the campaign would not 
“unilaterally disarm" by forswearing 
super PACs. 

Unsurprisingly, conservatives ac- 
cused Obama of hypocrisy. 

Slightly more surprisingly, the 
New York Times slammed Obama 
for abandoning the “higher ground," 
editorializing that his decision “fully 
implicates the president, his campaign 
and his administration in the pollu- 
tion of the political system unleashed 
by Citizens United and related court 
decisions." 

In Vermont, there’s been no harsher 
critic of super PACs and Citizens United 
than Sen. bernie sanders (I-VT). He has 
introduced a constitutional amendment 
to overturn Citizens United and is back- 
ing a resolution opposing “corporate 
personhood" that some 30 Vermont 
towns will take up in Town Meeting Day 
elections on March 6. 

When Sanders warns, “We are 
evolving very rapidly into a political 
system where members of the House 
and Senate are going to be literally 
owned and controlled by their corpo- 
rate sponsors," he doesn't sound like 
your usual poll-tested politician. He 
sounds like he means it. 

But in a sign of the times, even Sanders 


says he couldn't rule out accepting help 
from a super PAC if push came to shove. 
In an interview in his Burlington office 
earlier this week, Vermont’s junior sena- 
tor told Fair Game that if faced with a 
super- PAC-financed opponent this fall, a 
Sanders-supported super PAC is "some- 
thing we would look at But I hope we're 
not going to have to.” 


THERE IS NQ MEMBER 
OFTHE UNITED STATES SENAIE 

THATWALL STREET, 
THE OIL COMPANIES, 
THE COAL COMPANIES, 
THE MILITARY- 
INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX 
WOULD UKE TO DEFEAT 
MORE THAN ME. 

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS 


Sanders is up for reelection in 
November. So far, he’s running unop- 
posed. But he’s amassed a war chest of 
close to $4 million, he says, in the event a 
well-financed challenger emerges. 

“There is no member of the United 
States Senate that Wall Street, the oil com- 
panies, die coal companies, die military- 
industrial complex would like to defeat 
more than me,” Sanders says, before 
adding “I think it's not going to happen. 
So I think diafs kind of a hypothetical 
question diat I'm not going to have to 
deal widi. But we can chat about it if six 
mondis from now, many, many millions of 
dollars are coming in attacking me.” 

Sanders says he and odier anti-super- 
PAC politicians face the same dilemma 
as Obama. 

"What [Obama] is saying is, Tine, I 
dislike the idea of a super PAC. But what 
do you really want me to do? You want 
me to allow billionaires and corporate 
leaders to spend huge sums of money 
against me and I don’t have die ability 
to respond?”' Sanders says. “You could 
say that holding up the correct moral 
positkm would generate a lot of public 


support. Politically it might be good for 
him. On die other hand, he will argue 
diat he doesn’t want to be in a position 
where he’s outspent two or three to one.” 

Neither does Bernie. If anti-Sanders 
forces start dumping millions into the 
race this fall, look for a white-haired, 
bespectacled senator with one hand out- 
stretched - palm open - and the other 
firmly holding his nose. 

(Read the whole interview with 
Sanders, including his thoughts on the 
Burlington mayor's race, on the Seven 
Days staff blog. Blurt). 

A Random Encounter in a 
Montpelier Alleyway 

GUY IN TRENCH COAT: Psst. Hey, 
buddy. Wanna buy some transmission 
lines? 

VERMONT TAXPAYER: Who, me? 
GITC: Yeah, you. Wanna buy a majority 
stake in VELCO? 

VT: VEL-what? 

GITC: VELCO. Vermont Electric Power 
Company. You know, die folks who 
manage the high-voltage transmission 
lines diat move power through the state. 
VT: Why would I want to buy that? 
GITC: Because you could make a for- 
tune! It's a guaranteed 14 percent return 
on your investment. 

VT: Fourteen percent? Damn, that's 
pretty good. How much do I have to 
invest? 

GITC: $500 million. 

VT $500 million?! Are you nuts? For 
power lines? Even if I had $500 million, 
why would I invest it in power lines and 
not public schools or homeless shelters 
or somediing like that? 

GITC: Owning power lines is like owning 
a tollbooth on the only road in town. 
Everyone has to pass through it, so ev- 
eryone has to pay. It’s a cash cow! 

VT: Well, what if the power lines need 
millions of dollars' wordi of upgrades? 
Wouldn’t I, as majority owner, be on the 
hook to pay for that? 

GITC: Well, technically, yes. But you'd 
make it all back! Remember, 14 percent 
return. Guaranteed! 

VT: I dunno. Maybe we should study 
the pros and cons of such a big purchase 
before diving in. 

GITC: Great idea. That'll only cost you 
$250,000. 

VT: Well, that doesn't sound so bad. 
GITC: It isn’t. But we need the money 
now. ’cause the study’s gotta be done by 
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VT: By April? That seems kinda soon for 
vetting such a big purchase. Why the 
rush? 

GITC: Well, that's a little complicated. 
You see, Vermont's two biggest electric 
utilities — Green Mountain Power and 
Central Vermont Public Service — want 
to merge in May. And if they do, the 
merged company — which would be 
owned by Canadians, by 
die way — will own a ma- 
jority stake in VELCO and 
control that tollbooth. The 
Canadians could build new 
power lines through your backyard or 
use Vermont's transmission system as 
a dioroughfare to pump power to New 
York! And the state would be powerless 
to stop them. It’s all very lucrative ... for 
whoever owns VELCO. 

VT: Wait a second. Who’s behind this 
idea to purchase VELCO? 

GITC: The main mover is Sen. vince 
illuzzi (R-Essex/Orleans). He wants 
to condition approval of die Green 
Mountain Power merger on die state 
buying half of VELCO. 

VT: Illuzzi, eh? Wasn’t he die guy who 
wanted the state to buy die Connecticut 
River hydro dams a decade ago? 

GITC: Yeah, and the state didn't do it. 
Big mistake. This is just like that — only 
the state has a chance to get it right this 
time 

VT: By spending $500 million? 

GITC: Exacdy. Trust me, it's a good deal. 
Nothing could possibly go wrong. And 
if you believe that. I've got a covered 
bridge to sell you— 

Occupy an Auditorium 

College campuses saw some of the 
fiercest clashes between police and 
Occupy Wall Street protesters last 
year. Remember the roughing up of 
former poet laureate robertpinsky at the 
University of California, Berkeley? 

The worst incident - the brazen 
pepper spraying of a dozen peace- 
ful student protesters by University 
of California, Davis police — sparked 
widespread condemnation. For many, 
it was the defining image of die Occupy 
movement. 

Goddard College president Barbara 
vacarr was outraged that higher 
educators deployed riot police in re- 
sponse to student occupations. Her 
response? Organize a first-ever Occupy 
Conference at Goddard to explore “the 
ramifications of the Occupy Wall Street 
movement for higher education and the 

“We all say we want to nurture and 
cultivate students who are going to 
change die world,” Vacarr tells Fair 
Game “Then when they try to do it, 


we call the police. They get pepper 
sprayed.” 

The March 10 event will feature 
panel discussions that cover OWS' 
origins, ways to “maximize its poten- 
tial” and how colleges can respond to 
student activists “without calling the 

Headlining the confab will be les 
leopolo, author of The 
Looting of America, plus two 
1 I I bey players in the national 
Occupy movement: amin 
husain, who facilitated die 
first general assembly in New York’s 
Zuccotti Park and will do the same 
tiling at Goddard; and sandy nurse, 
who organized the ill-fated Brooklyn 
Bridge march. Moderating will be anne 
galloway of the news website VTDigger 
and shay totten of Chelsea Green 
Publishing (and. I’m told, the former 
audior of this column.) 

Tickets are S10 and seating is limited. 
Though if it sells out, you could always 
just occupy the conference in protest. 
What is Goddard gonna do — call the 
campus police? 

Media Notes 

A group of Burlington lefties is rais- 
ing money to bring Free Speech TV to 
Burlington Telecom's lineup. 

FSTV is a 24-hour, commercial-free 
news station that airs “Democracy 
Now!"; “The Thom Hartmann Program" 
(including the weekly “Brunch with 
Bernie”); “Gay USA”; and independent 
documentaries and interviews you 
won't find on Fox News or the Drudge 
Report. 

The Friends of Free Speech TV in 
Burlington - a group that includes 

GREG EPLERW000. MELINDA MOULTON. SAM 
MAYFIELD, LAUREN-GLENN DAVITIAN. DAN 

$5000 toward the $10,000 start-up cost 
and has until March 1 to raise the rest on 
Kickstarter. As of last week, they needed 
about $3200. 

Says Mayfield, an independent 
filmmaker who financed her labor 
documentary, Wisconsin Rising, using 
Kickstarter, “We absolutely need media 
that shine a light in dark places.” 


^Follow Andy on Twitter: 
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BURLINGTON'S NEW PLACE TO "CHILL," 
TUESDAY-SATURDAY EVENINGS and SUNDAY BRUNCH 


THE PANACHE OF 


Neal Rodar 

nrodar&Lvhamplain.cdi: 

802 . 223.0690 


OUR UPSTAIRS ROOM IS OPEN 


So that you will stay on the same page. 

ore engaged couples are finding premarital mediation to be an essential 
part of planning their wedding. Experienced professionals can guide 
couples in comprehensive and meaningful conversations, helping them find 
common ground on issues that inevitably come up in a marriage. 

Nell Coogan and Neal Rodar, with over 25 years of combined mediation ex- 
perience, help couples establish a pattern of honest and clear communication 
which supports a strong and lasting relationship. 

A Sampling of Frequently Addressed Premarital Mediation Topics: 

Communicating 
effectively and 
respectfully, especially 
about difficult issues. 

Will religion play an 
important role in 
your relationship/ 


Long-term financial 
goals St decisions. 

Identify & assign 
ownership of assets. 
Shared or separate? 

Outstanding debt of 
either or both parties. 


Employment 
and retirement 
expectations. 

Do you both want to 
(or already do) have 
children? Discuss 
parenting roles. 


LEUNGS 


...dust cleared, 
construction complete 


...come see the 
finished product! 


Ellen Coogan, Esq. 
802 . 86 / 1 .0773 
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Has Wanda Hines Improved Race Relations 
in Burlington? Depends Who You Ask 
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hen asked why she wants 
to be Burlington^ next 
mayor, Wanda Hines doesn’t 
hesitate: "I think the whole 
nto the race is that I felt there 
ididate for the commii- 


Pressed to define that community, she is 
just as likely to rattle off the na mes of theOld 
North End families with whom she grew up 

— the Ploofe, Albarellis, Hartnetts, Mcrolas 

— as she is to list the demographic groups 
with whom she self-identifies: “single 
mother, gay, lesbian, minori ty, woman." 

Hines will say her community includes 
"the people 1 grew up with since the ’60s," 
and "die people who relocated here as 
Progressives in the ’80s.” 

The way she tells it, if anyone’s pre- 
pared to represent Burlington’s ideologi- 
cal, socioeconomic and ethnic diversity, it's 
Wanda Hines. 

“I’m just a blended representative, is 
what I am." she says. 

And yet, in her role as director of the 
Social Equity Investment Project, or SEIP, 
a city position designed to bolster the rep- 
resentation and inclusion of Burlington's 
nonwhitc communities, Hines has earned 
mixed reviews. 

Her critics contend that she has turned 
off potential partners and failed to take 


concrete steps to bring diversity to city 
hall. Others say Burlington's inability to 
include a broader cross section of the 
city's population in decision-making posi- 
tions is the fault of her bosses alone, who 
have tasked Hines — in a 30-hour-a-week, 
$37,000-a-year position — with a terribly 
difficult assignment 

Either way. leaders of Burlington’s 
communities of colorare united in their as- 
sessment that racial tensions in the city are 
nearing a boiling point and that the next 
mayor better be ready to address them. 

“I truly believe the tipping point is 
coming to Vermont and that, like the 
many communities that experienced 
change in the civil-rights movement, we 
will in fact experience our own civil- 
rights movement," says Hal Colston, 
founder of Good News Garage and 
professor at Champlain College. "Do we 
want to be reactive or proactive? I hope 
it’s the latter. I really think it's going to 
come down to leadership." 

Colston and other Burlington civil- 
rights leaders note that people of color 
account for 95 percent of Vermont’s popu- 
lation growth in the past decade — the 
newcomers are predominantly foreign- 
bom refugees concentrated in Burlington 



has been tokenized as it currently sits. 
Whatever the cause. Hines' position at 
CEDO has not led to concrete progress." 

Jeanine Bunzigive. a Congolese immi- 
grantwho serves as aNew Americanliaison 
to the Burlington Housing Authority, says 
that Hines is no longer trusted by many in 
Burlington's immigrant communities. 

"Wanda lias burned bridges with many 
in the New American communities. She 
would only reach out to us two days before 
a diversity dinner or other event pleading 


is brought up for discussion... Ills big and 
it’s much more contentious than a lot of 
people would want to believe.” 

Hines and Mayor Bob Kiss have a long 
history of working together. She ran die 
Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf for 
12 years while he headed up its umbrella 
organization, the Champlain Valley Office 
of Economic Opportunity. She came to 
city hall in 2007 - one year after Kiss took 
office — when he hired her to help lead the 
Burlington Legacy Project He later tasked 
her withcreatingthe SEIP, from which she 
is currently on a leave of absence, as part 
of the city’s Community and Economic 
Development Office. 

“What I wanted was a voice and a 
person at city hall where people could 
look to address racial and social and eco- 
nomic injustice, and Wanda has been that 
person," Kiss says. "If we didn't have a po- 
sition and a person like Wanda, we'd have 

Hines’ accomplishments include 
her work on a Diversity and Equity 
Resolution, which the city council passed 
last September, calling on boards and com- 
missions to appoint members that better 
reflect Burlington's population. She hosts 


and its neighboring cities. But, they say, 
civic institutions have failed to keep pace 
in their hiring practices. Racial disparities 
in the city’s testing scores have widened. 
And while African Americans make up 
just 1 percent of Vermont’s population as a 
whole, Colston says, they are 10 percent of 
the state’s prisoners. 

"I would specifically say that die 
refusal to seriously address these issues 
of hiring — the professional populace 
throughout the city — is a problem, to 
say the least," says Reuben Jackson, an 
award-winning poet, a former curator at 
the Smithsonian Institution and now a 
teacher at Burlington High School. 'The 
tension in and around that topic when it 


a biannual series of diversity engagement 
dinners and planned a "diversity and unity 
retreat" last spring 

“I think she gets involved quite deeply 
in diversity issues, with regard to people's 
participation in city affairs,” says Hines' 
boss, CEDO director Larry Kupferman. 
“Her programs have been very successful." 

Not everyone is impressed. 

•Diversity dinners and a resolution are 
not the answer. We deserve more respect," 
says Sara Martinez de Osaba, director of 
the Vermont Multicultural Alliance for 
Democracy. “I think everyone was hope- 
ful and expecting that SEIP was going to 
provide some guidance and leadership, but 
it never happened.” 


MANY OF US EVENTUALLY REALIZED 
THAT WANDA WAS JUST USING US 

FOR PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES FOR HER 
ANNUAL REPORTS AND WEBSITES. 


According to Osaba, 
Hines’ initiatives amount 
to “a laundry list of re- 
dundant action items 
sitting in a file folder.” 

“Many people in 
the community, from 
all backgrounds, feel 
disappointed that the 
administration has 
been content to house a 
diversity office at city hall 
without producing deliv- 
erables — other than oc- 
casional diversity dinners,” 
Osaba says. “This is difficult 
and challenging work, which 
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for us to attend, under the pretense that we 
needed to show a unified front to those in 
power to make change happen," Bunzigiye 
says. “Many of us eventually realized that 
she was just using us for photo opportuni- 
ties for her annual reports and websites.” 

To those who criticize her leadership 
style, Hines responds; “There are just so 
many communities and you work differ- 
ently with different communities. I think 
that 1 get to people with efficient enough 
time. I’m used to working in a community 
that’s shifting all the time ... so you just have 
to catch people when you can, and it's not 
always convenient.” 

Hines emphasizes that 
she, too, wishes SE1P had the 
funding and staffingto achieve 

muldculturalism and equity 
featuring all three candidates for mayor, 
Hines spoke passionately about the limita- 
tions she feels she is up against in her cur- 
rent position, 

■It’s only a 30-hour-a-week position, 
and I’ve been doing this job for four and a 
half years now and it's not enough. It’s not 
enough," she said. “It's not enough when 
you’re the only person of color working at 
city hall on it, OK? Our workforce needs 
to be reflective of this city. I know there's 
a woman of color downstairs in the base- 
ment, but..” She paused. “It can be lonely.” 

As mayor, Hines said, she would bring 
people together and empower them. 

“I will never be lonely at city hall 
because this is my community," she 
concluded. 

Stacey Miller, director of residen- 
tial life at the University of Vermont 
agrees that the underlying problem is 
not whether Hines is effective at her job 
but whether she is sufficiently supported 
by her superiors. 

“One person can't do all those things. 
That's impossible. The feet that there's 
just one position, that’s not OK. That’s not 
enough.” Miller says. “It’s not solely her 
responsibility. Unfortunately, she's in a 
position where she should be spearhead- 
ing that change and also holding those that 
she works for accountable.” 

State Rep. Kesha Ram (D-Burlington) 
believes the Kiss administration has 
merely paid lip service to the troubles af- 
flicting people of color in Burlington. 

"Show us the results," site says. “What 
docs the position do if that person is not 
heard — not given the tools diey need to 
make change happen? What can they 
point to besides a position?' 

While the challenges they face are sig- 
nificant, Miller and Osaba are encouraged 
that all three of this year's mayoral can- 
didates took part in the multicultural ism 
forum, as well as a program on Monday 
at Burlington High School hosted by the 
group Conversations on Race Now. 

At the CORN discussion, Hines' op- 
ponents, Republican Kurt Wright and 


Democrat Miro Weinberger, each described 
their experiences growing up in small, 
mostly white Vermont towns. Wright de- 
scribed his early efforts to dissuade friends 
from making racist jokes, while Weinberger 
recalled coping with occasional anti-Se- 
mitic remarks made at his expense. 

But there have also been some unin- 
tended gaffes in the otherwise respectful 
and thoughtful discussion about race and 
politics in the city. 

Emphasizing the importance he would 

in Burlington, Wright said at the muldcul- 
turalism forum that if he were 
elected mayor, “Wanda will 
have a key role in the admin- 
istration. 1 think Wanda does 
a great job now, and I would 
want Wanda to be an integral 
part of the administration. Having said 
that, again, I know Wanda is planning on 
being the one in charge." 

“Yes I am." Hines interjected. 

“And, again, she has as good a chance as 
anyone,” Wright continued. “But a person 
like Wanda, and there are lots of other 
people — some people right here in the 
audience — who would do a great joh, so 
we would be reachingout to those people." 

To Jackson, the BHS teacher, Wright’s 
remark smacked of the tokenism he claims 
is rampant at city hall. 

“It stung me like about a thousand 
hornets,” Jackson says. 'The patronizing 
nature of it. And I thought, Oh yeah, we get 
one person and that II be OK. I was sitting 
there reeling from that." 

Says Ram, “People of color are sick of 
what Kurt did to Wanda, which is, 'I just 
want to outreach to you, I just want to 

These leaders say that while each of 
the candidates may struggle with issues 
of race in their own way, the forums have 
helped bring out the discussion. 

T am optimistic because the issues 
have been raised now to a higher level,” 
Osaba says. “It’s not just in small circles." 

As for Hines, site says her campaign 
will concentrate on bringing new voices to 
the table and new voters to the ballot box. 

drive in the Old North End, with a focus 
on New American citizens. And when she 
gets to city hall - or, when she gets back to 
city hall - she says she will bring with her 
a new perspective. 

"Burlington is definitely at a cultural 
crossroads, a road and a journey that I’ve 
been on for some years," Hines says. “As 
your mayor, I will be a mayor of action, 
which I have demonstrated time and 
agai n. As your mayor, I will continue down 
that padi." © 


B Paul Heine will discuss this story on 
The :3CT at 5:30 on Wednesday. 
February 15, on WCAX -TV. 


POLITICS 



ITALIAN 

^UW.Qj(|J ^uMu-tUe 

Oat! 



FRENCH CONNECTION! 

2012 SPRING SWIM IS HERE 


iJCii 




Spring is 
right around 
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Wanda Hines (I), Kurt Wright (R) and Miro Weinberger (D) 

get specific about their plans to run Burlington. 

The media panel includes: Andy Bromage (Seven Days), 
Kristin Carlson (WCAX) and Kirk Carapezza (VPR). 


Thursday, February 16, 5 p.m. 

CITY HALL AUDITORIUM, BURLINGTON. FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


Can’t come? Watch the live stream and join 
the live chat at channell7.otg or sevendaysvt.com 
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local matters 


Vermont Software Firms: 

Taxing the Cloud Has Xo Silver Lining 


§ 


W hen David Borgendale’s 
company got slapped 
with a six-figure tax bill 
last year, he wasn't just 
surprised, he felt blindsided. 

Borgendale is the chief financial and 
technical officer for Inntopia, a soft- 
ware company based in Stowe that pro- 
vides online reservation tools for travel 
agents, ski resorts and innkeepers. Last 
year, he received a letter from the state 
saying he owed taxes going back four 
years on his company’s cloud-based 


software. 

For over a year, the Vermont 
Department of Taxes has been audit- 
ing local businesses such as Inntopia 
that use and sell cloud-based services. 
The practice has sparked a debate over 
if and how the technology should be 
taxed. At least six companies are con- 
testing the back taxes through formal 

Cloud computing includes any 
activity that uses software stored on a 
faraway server instead of downloading 
die program onto a personal computer 
- everything from email to social net- 
working and financial services. 

The tax department says cloud 
computing should be subject to the 
sales and use tax, just as software 
purchased in a store or downloaded 
online is. The reason? As more cus- 
tomers and companies migrate to 
die cloud, a cash-strapped state is 
losing out on potential revenue. The 
department estimates that a sales tax 
on cloud computing could tally $3.6 
million in taxes for purchases made 
between 2006 and 2013. 
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Susan Mesner, a research economist 
in the state tax department, likens the 
dilemma to the growdi of online book 
sales: as customers purchase from 
Amazon instead of local bookstores, the 
state tax base erodes. 

“There is this tremendous growth 
[in cloud computing], and the growth is 
forecasted to accelerate," says Mesner. 
“As we become more dependent on 
these electronic functions, our sales tax 
isn't able to keep pace." 

The policy change came as a surprise 
to many local tech companies that rely 
on or provide cloud services. 

“We were never told about this issue," 
says John Canning, chairman of the 
Vermont Software Developers’ Alliance, 
whose members gathered last week to 
share concerns about the tax. 

Frank Cioffi, president of die Greater 
Burlington Industrial Corp., says that 
taxing cloud computing unfairly dis- 
advantages companies in Vermont's 
growing tech sector, which Cioffi notes 
is “clean, green, knowledge based” and 
includes some of the fastest-growing, 
entrepreneurial companies in the state. 
Canning worries the cloud tax could 
chase such businesses out of state. 

The debate stirs up two main com- 
plaints. The first is that the department 
instituted the cloud computing tax on 
the sly. Rather than let die legislature 
debate die issue, the department ad- 
opted the policy in September 2010 
using what's called a technical bulletin, 
a publication meant to inform taxpayers 
of changing regulations. 

Businesses and tax lawyers complain 
that technical bulletins - which are not 
subject to public input or hearings — are 
a backdoor route to implementing policy 
changes. 

“The technology is changing and 
the question is, is our tax law evolving 
to keep up?" asks Brian Murphy, a tax 
lawyer with the Burlington firm Dinse 
Knapp McAndrew. “If you want to tax 
this stuff, that's fine. Go to the legislature 
and have a discussion about it.” 

Another major complaint is that after 
issuing die bulletin, auditors applied die 
cloud computing tax back to 2006 — 
before the bulletin was even published. 

“It’s the backward looking — the 
gotcha — that is really problematic,” says 
Paul Hanlon, a Montpelier tax lawyer. 

Complicating the matter, how cloud 
computing is taxed depends on how the 


technology is defined. I f software used in 
the cloud is deemed “tangible personal 
property," dien it is taxable, the same 
as downloaded programs or CD-ROMs 
purchased at OfficeMax. 

If it's a service, on the other hand — 
like accounting or legal services — it’s 
not taxable. The tax department’s 2010 
bulletin determined that programs used 
in cloud computing were equivalent to 
"tangible personal property," even if the 
taxpayer didn't actually own the soft- 
ware he or she used. 

Tax Commissioner Mary Peterson 
admits the issue is “very tricky ... We 


IT'S THE 

BACKWARD LOOKING 

-THE GOTCHA- 
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might be getting to die point where we 
need different models, if indeed we tax 
this stuff at alL" Translation: Fitting old 
rules to new technology isn’t cut and 

Borgendale doesn’t object to the 
idea of a sales tax on cloud comput- 
ing outrighL The tax wouldn't cut 
into Inntopia's bottom line, since the 
company would just collect sales tax 
from its own customers and pass it on 
to the state. But die four-year back-tax 
bill from the state would deal a serious 
blow to business, Borgendale says. He 
wouldn’t reveal the amount of die tax 
bill. The audit isn’t complete and he may 
appeal. 

“What we are saying is, if you’re 
going to define our product as tangible 
personal property or make it subject 
to tax, you've got to do so in a clear 
manner," says Borgendale. 

With software companies raising 
alarm about the tax, the House Ways 
and Means Committee is considering 
a moratorium on the tax that would 
refund those who've already paid. 


Peterson couldn't tell Seven Days how 
many cloud computing tax bills have 
gone out or how many businesses have 
paid, though she confirmed the state has 
received payments. 

This isn’t the first time the tax de- 
partment lias used technical bulletins 
to apply a retroactive tax - nor the first 
time tax lawyers have pushed back. A 
Vermont Supreme Court ruling found 
diat a 2007 technical bulletin related 
to property transfer taxes effectively 
rewrote the tax code without any “un- 
derlying purpose or justification." 

“They created a rule without any 
input that was just arbitrary," says 
Murphy, who was one of 18 tax litigation 
lawyers working pro bono on behalf of 
Polly’s Properties, a Shelburne-based 
real estate company. 

Complaints go deeper still. Murphy 
says that die department has never of- 
fered what he considers a reasonable 
compromise with taxpayers appealing 
their audits. Murphy says die Internal 
Revenue Service will frequently lower 
bills ifbodi parties agree the tax law is 
unclear and the taxpayer was acting in 
good faith. In contrast, Murphy calls 
the Vermont department's attitude a 
“scorched-earth" approach. 

“I think most of the firestorm about 
[cloud computing] has to do not with 
whether we should be taxing diis or 
not, but rather die way" the department 
made the decision, he says. 

For her part, Peterson understands 
the critics of the tax department under 
die previous administration who 
claimed there wasn’t enough effort to 
educate taxpayers about changes in 
policy. She wants to do a better job of it, 
but warns that outreach can only do so 

“It's this fine line,” she says. “It’s your 
responsibility on some level to figure out 
what the tax is... We can't always be sig- 
naling in advance. There's just too many 
circumstances out diere." © 


B Montpelier Alive is hosting a 
community forum to discuss 
local- options tax items on Montpelier’s 
Town Meeting Day ballot. Bill Fraser. Bob 



February 23. at Capitol Plaza Hotel from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Info. 223-9604. director® 
montpelieralive.org. 
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Can a Tax Hike Save Montpelier 
from a Capital Crisis? 


F or Carlo Rovetto, there is no 
shortage of challenges doing 
business in Montpelier. His 
upscale downtown pizza shop. 
Positive Pie, was flooded twice last 
year - first in May when die Winooski 
River poured seven feet of water into 
die restaurant’s basement prep area, and 
again in August when Tropical Storm 
Irene swept through. Plus, according to 
Rovetto, insurance premiums are up, the 
economy is down, his employees have 
nowhere to park and the town’s infra- 
structure is falling apart 

“When it comes to die merchants, 
we’re all struggling,” Rovetto says. “I 
can’t keep ... staying up at night wonder- 
ing if I can make it anodier month.” 

Now Montpelier’s downtown busi- 
ness owners have a new worry: a pair 
of ballot items that propose levying 
a 1 percent local tax on sales, rooms, 
meals and alcohol diat together would 
raise an estimated 5570:000 a year. The 
change would effectively shift some of 
Montpelier's hefty tax burden from resi- 
dents to those who work, shop and own 
businesses in the city. 

“The merchants are terrified. We're 
afraid,” says Rob Kasow, who owns 
Rivendell Books and Bear Pond Books. 
“It’s a very difficult environment, and 
§ it’s very frustrating diat our leaders are 
“ making it even more difficult.” 

■g Critics of dty government say 
2 Montpelier has overreached — that the 
£ city of just 7855 spends too much on 
regional transportation and human ser- 
vices, a proposed district headng plant 
and a 17-member police department 
“ They say Montpelier simply doesn’t 
£j know how to say no. It has die highest 
K, municipal tax burden in the state but 
S2 can’t afford to repave roads or fix crum- 
^ bling sidewalks. 

“They haven't really looked at a fine 
w enough distinction between wants and 
5 needs and, like everybody, the dty is 
z going to have to learn to live within its 
| budget," says Terry Youk, who owns the 
Savoy Theater. “To me it has the feeling 
of desperation." 

The grousing is not limited to busi- 
ng ness owners. Last November, a group of 
g more dian 200 residents and property 
5 owners signed a letter to Mayor Mary 
2 Hooper and the city council arguing that 
2 “the current trajectory of city spending 


and taxes is not sustainable." Letter sign- 
ers called on city government to find a 
way to cut the budget by 3 percent 

“Our concern was, if our [property 
tax] rate keeps going up, it’s going to 
drive out the middle dass,” suggested 
Thierry Guerlain, who helped draft die 
letter and is now a candidate for dty 
council. 

Hooper says she understands her 
constituents' complaints that property 
taxes are too high, noting diat while 
residents paid for just 53 percent of the 
dty budget in 1985, they now pay 66 per- 
cent, That’s because residential property 
values grew faster during that lime dian 
nonresidential property values, she 

“Montpelier lias 8000 residents at 
night and 20,000 people during die 
day," she says. “We’re happy to host 
state government and all the array of die 


commerdal sector, but we're just simply 
looking for a fair and equitable way of 
providing the services the visitors to the 
community ask for." 

That's why Hooper is hoping voters 
will approve the proposed local taxes 
on commercial services. One mea- 
sure on the ballot next month would 
add a 1 percent “local-option tax" to 
Vermont's existing 6 percent sales tax. 
Another measure would add 1 percent 
to die state’s existing 10 percent alco- 
hol tax and to the 9 percent rooms and 
meals tax. City manager Bill Fraser 
estimates that, after the state takes a 
30 percent cut of the new revenue, the 
two provisions would add 5570,000 to 
city coffers. 

Ten Vermont municipalities already 
exercise a local-option tax and 11 towns 
tax for rooms, meals and alcohol. Most of 
them are ski, college, shopping or tourist 


towns such as Manchester, Stratton, 
Killington and Middlebury. Burlington, 
Soudi Burlington and Williston also 
charge extra for the privilege of doing 
business there. 

Hooper believes that a significant 
portion of that money would come from 
Montpelier’s largest businesses, such as 
National Life Group, Union Mutual of 
Vermont and Vermont Mutual Insurance 
Group. That’s because the sales tax ap- 
plies not just to point-of-sale purchases 
but also to business overhead costs such 
as heating oil. 

National Life spokesman Chris Graff 
says that since the company spends 517.5 
million a year on sales-tax-eligible pur- 
chases, such as software, office supplies 
and fuel, his company would be subject 
to an additional 5175,000 in local taxes. 
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Did Wright Help Hines Get on the Ballot? 

by Paul Helntz 

A provocative piece published last weekend in VTDigger alleges Burlington 
Republican mayoral candidate Kurt Wright helped independent candidate 
Wanda Hines get on the ballot. His campaign manager, David Hartnett, allowed 
Hines to leave petitions in the store he manages. 

The story inferred that Wright’s campaign helped Hines qualify as a candidate 
to bolster his own chances, and Hines’ reward would be a plum post in his 
administration. 

Problem is, that's not die whole story. 

For one thing. Hines never submitted the signatures collected at Hartnett’s 
store. She had enough to qualify for the ballot without them. Explaining his offer, 
Hartnett simply said, “Wanda's a friend of mine." 




McKibben Does Colbert 

by Kathryn Flagg 

B ill McKibben, Vermont’s own globetrotting 
carbon-fighting climate activist, cropped up 
on national television again this week, in a repeat 
visit to "The Colbert Report" His eyes gleaming 
in anticipation, Colbert offered this intro: "My 
guest Bill McKibben believes in global warming 
_ so Pm going to deny that he exists.” 

McKibben was talking up the latest effort 
by 350.org and a coalition of environmental 
advocates to block the controversial Keystone 
XL pipeline, which would carry oil from 
Canadian tar sands to Gulf of Mexico refineries. 

Opponents claimed victory in January when 
the Obama administration denied a permit for the project. 

Then Monday, Senate Republicans attached an amendment to a transportation 
bill that would authorize the Keystone XL pipeline. Once again, environmentalists 
rallied in opposition to the project They set a goal to gather 500,000 signatures 
on an anti-pipeline petition in 24 hours - then blew that goal out of the water in 
seven hours instead. 



Vermont Joins Lawsuit Against EPA 
Over Soot Pollution 

by Kathryn Flagg 

V ermont is among 11 states suing the Environmental Protection Agency over 
soot pollution. The lawsuit, filed in federal court in Manhattan on February 
10, aims to force the EPA to review its clean-air standards. 

Joining Vermont in the lawsuit are New York, which has attributes more 
deaths to particulate pollution than most states, and California, considered to 
have the worst soot pollution in the nation. 

But Vermont? 

The Green Mountain State has its own set of air-quality concerns, 
says Dick Valentinetti, director of the air quality at the Agency of Natural 
Resources. The state is downwind from some major polluters, especially 
coal burning power plants in the Midwest that belch sulphur dioxide and 
nitrogen. Once here, they transform into a very fine particulate and cause 
problems with visibility. 

"Anytime you go out and take a beautiful picture of a brilliant sunset a lot of 
that is a function of fine particulate," says Valentinetti. 
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BURLINGTON.EDU/OPENHOUSE College 

h ' Vermont USA 


What's ballot^* Meeting Mon. 
measure no. 2 at Town Hall 
about? ^ to discuss. 
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HELPING NEIGHBORS CONNECT 
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you love... 

philosophy 
Trish McEvoy 
Laura Mercier 

now introducing ... Oscar Blandi 
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It’s now even more spectacular! 

ART 
IN THE 
SNOW 

Brandon’s 
Arts and Wine 
Festival 

February 
17-19 


It’s a town-wide celebration waiting for you 


• Classes and demonstrations in the visual and culinary arts 

• Open studios, music and workshops.. .even for the kids 

• The Vermont Grape and Wine Council presents tastings to 
delight the oenophile 

and much , much more! 


For full details, go to 

www.artinthesnow.com 



Institute of Music 

Preswlad In assocBKm 


Stand Up, Sit Down & Laugh 

Tuesday, February 21 at 7:30 pm [■] v&S 
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From the World-Renowned Curtis 

Curtis on Tour 

Curtis President Roberto Diaz, 


lason Vieaux, and two Curtis students 

Saturday, February 25 at 8 pm 

•— *- (Comcast - SEVE N PAYS 

www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! 


Feedback «m 

week. But I work in an office where we 
have one of your stands, which runs 
out within days of delivery. I hear our 
patients talking daily about how much 
they miss the film quiz. Our doctors 
run behind on a daily basis, and while it 
didn't keep the patients at bay for long, 
it did indeed help entertain diem, while 
supplies lasted! Please bring it back and 
consider delivering more papers to a 
currently growing doctor’s office in the 
Burlington area! 

Stacy Crosby 

COLCHESTER 


MA RONEY'S PLAN WONT WORK 

As a conventional dairy farmer, milking 
170 cows, I have been interested in Mr. 
Maroney’s assault on Vermont's dairy 
industry for some years [“Dairy Don't 
A Dogged Ag Activist Takes Aim at 
Vermont’s 'Sacred Cow,” January 25], I 
would agree with Prof. Erickson that for 
many farmers, Mr. Maroney's attacks are 
uncomfortable, however, he continues to 
ignore much of the progress thathas been 
made: new structures to store manure, 
nutrient management plans to make sure 
manure is used wisely, and better soil and 
crop management plans to reduce runoff. 
In addition, Mr. Maroney’s assessment 
of the economics of both organic and 
conventional dairy seems to ignore many 
of the external forces that impact dairy 
production in our state. There is no sur- 
plus of milk in die Northeast, and organic 
dairy farmers have as hard a time malting 
ago as conventional, economically. 

We in agriculture do need to work to- 
gether to improve environmentally and 
economically. So far, James Maroney 
has not shown either a full understand- 
ing of die problem or die flexibility to 
make progress working with anyone 
else. His frustration with lack of prog- 
ress is partly because his plan won’t 
work either economically or environ- 
mentally, coupled with [his] inability 
to work jointly towards a measurable, 
replicable solution. 

John Roberts 

WEST CORNWALL 


QUIZ NOS 

Dr. Wayne wants his film quiz [Feedback, 
“Film Quiz Junkie," February 1], C’mon, 
it’s Dr. Wayne! 

Alex Nief 

BURLINGTON 


IT AIN’T NECESSARILY SO 

Your account of efforts by attorney 
David Sleigh to obtain records of pos- 
sible financial improprieties at the 
Governor's Highway Safety Program 
raises an important but unresolved 


question arising under die state's Access 
to Public Records Act [Fair Game, 
February 1]. At issue are records the 
state has withheld on the ground that 
they concern personnel issues. 

You quoted General Counsel Steve 
Collier of the Department of Human 
Resources as saying the APRA allows 
die state to release personnel records 
if "personal privacy interests are out- 
weighed by the public interest” But it 
ain’t necessarily so. 

Section 317(c) of die APRA lists 
“personal documents relating to an 
individual, including information in 
any files maintained to hire, evaluate, 
promote or discipline any employee of 
a public agency" as among 38 (count 
fern!) categories of documents that are 
flatly and specifically “exempt from 
public inspection and copying.” Nothing 
in the statute suggests this is a matter 
of agency discretion; to my knowledge, 
the Vermont Supreme Court has never 
confronted the issue head on. 

The balancing test Mr. Collier lays 
out is a good one because it means 
— and die Vermont Supreme Court 
could decide — that in compelling cir- 
cumstances the disclosure exceptions 
should yield to considerations of public 
accountability. But that’s not what the 
statute says. The Legislature should 
swifdy adopt a clarification. 

Oonald M. Kreis 
NORWICH 

Kreis is an assistant professor 
at Vermont Law School 


WATT'S THE PROBLEM? 

That flame has been burning for years 
[Whiskey Tango Foxtrot "Why does a 
perpetual gas flame bum near 1-89 in 
Moretown?"]. It’s great that some of the 
methane becomes electricity, but a tre- 
mendous amount of energy is wasted. 
They need more generating capacity, if 
they can’t use all the gas now! 

One tiling about diis article that is 
annoyingly common in the mainstream 
media is the propagation of cluelessness 
about power and energy. There is no 
such thing as 2.3 megawatts a year! Does 
die plant put out an average of 2.3 mega- 
watts of power over a year’s time, which 
equals 20,148,000 kilowatt hours/year, 
or does it produce 23 megawatt hours 
(2300 kWh) per year? Megawatts-per- 
year is a nonsense term. One can deduce 
the meaning by guessing the average 
energy usage per home, but why not be 
dear and use real terms? 

An electric bill charges for units of 
energy, kWh. Power is die rate at which 
energy is used. These are important 
distinctions that should be taught in 
school. Eschew obfuscation! 

Gordon Clark 
BRAINTREE 



LocM-matters 


Capital Crisis? « P . 


Graff says National Life has not taken a 
position on the matter. 

“Our feeling is, the city needs 
to decide what is a fair tax struc- 
ture. That’s not up to us to decide,” 
he says. 

Small-business owners like Kasow 


taxes can be prudent if tied to a specific 
improvement, such as a parking garage, 
but diey should not be imposed simply 
to pay the bills. 

"I think we ought to be able to pay 
for our core municipal infrastructure 
needs out of our current property-tax 


say that regardless of whether heavy revenue,” Hollar says, 
hitters such as National Life pay the Where will he find savings? Hollar 
bulk of die new tax, their own profit says he’s committed to improving the 
margins are too small city's roads, bridges 


to bear any additional 
burden. Already 
facing competition 
from online retailers, 
Kasow worries that 
shoppers will bypass 
Montpelier in favor 
of places like Berlin, 
where there is a pro- 
posed expansion to 
an existing Walmart 
that already gives 
Montpelier plenty of 
competition. 

Kasow also 
takes issue with the 


THE CITY IS 


HAVE TO LEARN 
TO LIVE WITHIN 
ITS BUDGET. 


that > 


it-of- 


towners should foot 
Montpelier’s bill. 

“I think that’s a 
very dubious argu- 
ment because, with- 
out those people, 

Montpelier 
doesn’t exist,” he 
says. “We'd just J 

Ik.' another lonely. * 

Youk says the i 
proposed taxes would a 
hi t the Savoy in several 
ways. Because doling 
out change slows down 
ticket sales, Youk prices his 
tickets at a flat, $9 rate. Rather than 
raise prices by a buck, Youk said he 
would absorb the point-of-sale tax He 
would also pay more for the projectors, 
screens, bulbs and sound equipment he 
purchases. 

“It’s a double whammy for us,” he 
says. “For a theater like Savoy, which is 
always on the ropes as it is, it certainly 
doesn’t help. In our case, as in the case 
of many businesses, we can't just pass it 
on to the consumer." 

After eight years as mayor, Hooper 
will relinquish the post next month. 
Former school board chairman John 
Hollar is the sole candidate vying to 
replace her. He says that local sales 


TERRY YOUK, 
OWNER, 

SAVOY THEATER 


■idewalks, but 
will take a close look 
at police and fire 
services. 

Richard Sheir, 
a computer con- 
sultant and former 
city auditor, says 
the problem ulti- 
mately boils down to 
Montpelier's inabil- 
ity to cut anything. 
“We’re living as if 

dreds of thousands," 
he says. “It’s a case 
study of Vermont cul- 
ture. We can't make 
nits. We can’t psy- 
chologically cut 
what we built, so 
what we do is we 
borrow." 

Case in point: 
After Guerlain and 
other concerned 
residents sent their 
letter requesting a 3 

percent, across-the- 

board cut, city manager 
Fraser came up with a 
menu of options that could 
have reduced the budget by 
as much as 5 percent. Those included 
cuts to cultural events, transportation 
services and public safety. But the 
city council ultimately rejected many 
of the cuts and presented a budget 
that - when factoring in items dial 
were included in last year's budget but 
which will be voted on separately this 
year — is up 2.3 percent. 

Like Sheir, Kasow thinks Montpelier 
residents want too much from the city 
— and, as a result, don't end up with die 

“They have big hearts and they typi- 
cally approve every spending request 
diat is made, and it's affected our ability 
to keep our infrastructure intact,” he 
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MOVIES AT 

MAIN STREET LANDING 

THE FILM HOUSE * SIXTY LAKE STREET ★ BURLINGTON WATERFRONT 


Every Tuesday at 7pm ★ First Come First Served 
Free and Open to the Public 


> T «n9i Y : The Godfather 
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k ; rrp k,o Y i National Velvet 
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★ Coming in March ★ 

Star Trek II The Wrath of Khan 1982 • PG Annie Hall 1977 • PG 
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MAIN STREET LANDING 

Creating healthy places for people to work and play 


TO BENEFIT 


Unique event and performance space 
available for daily rental 
Call Melinda Moulton (802) 864-7999 

mainstreetlanding.com 






VSA Vermont Launches an Engaging, 
and Accessible, Exhibit 


A n exhibition called “Engage" 
is a "dream I’ve had for six 
years,” says Judith chalmer. 
The executive director of vsa 
Vermont is talking about a touring, juried 
art show featuring 39 works by 35 art- 
ists who have “various disabilities." But 
more than just a display of artworks, the 
twofold project is also about bringing 
access awareness to venues and gallery- 
goers alike. To Chalmer, it’s nothing 
short of “a moment of transformation 
statewide in terms of accessibility in 
cultural venues." 

Consider the radical notion, for ex- 
ample, that a person with limited sight 
could enjoy an art show — not to men- 
tion make art. “It hasn’t been understood 
how people with visual impairment 
could be patrons of the arts,” Chalmer 
says. “It’s an underserved population." 
That’s an understatement. Even for VSA 
Vermont, whose mission is to pair the 
arts and individuals with a variety of dis- 
abilities, a focus on visual impairment is 

That focus has entailed seeking 
training from national experts in audk> 


inscription, as well as in ways to make 
a gallery exhibit more visually acces- 
sible. Something as simple as large-print 
labels, Chalmer points out, is useful 
to all gallerygoers - people can read 
diem from a distance instead of having 


IT HASN'T BEEN UNDERSTOOD HOW 

PEOPLE WITH VISUAL 
IMPAIRMENT COULD BE 
PATRONS OFTHE ARTS. 


to jockey for a close-up position. Larger 
letters are also easier for those learning 
to read, or who are new to the English 
language. 

VSA Vermont, with the help of die 
Vermont arts council and its accessibil- 
ity consultant, renee wells, will provide 
technical assistance to die cultural 
venues participating in “Engage" 


— three to five galleries “that have 
physical access at least,” says Chalmer. 
The organization will also offer accessi- 
bility training to others. “This is growth 
for us to become a resource for venues 


around the state,” Chalmer says. “The 
calls are already coming in from galler- 
ies — ‘How can we train our staff to work 
with audio?’ We’re looking to travel the 
exhibit and pass alongthose skills.” 


§ 


Gold Diggers 

Fansof 18th-century comedy, lookout: The 
University of Vermont Theatre Department is 
stepping back in time with a production of the beaux 
stratagem, opening this week. 

Originally written by Irish playwright George 
Farquhar, the play debuted in London in 1709. It 
had staying power — 230 years later, the American 
playwright Thornton Wilder began adapting the 
work for 20th-century audiences but never finished. 
Finally, in the early 2000s contemporary writer 
Ken Ludwigtook a stab, and the freshened-up play 
debuted in 2006. 

Why bother adapting such an old comedy? sarah 
carleton, who is directing the UVM production, says 
restoration comedies "reflected the social customs 
of the time. They make fun of politics and the social 
mores of the time." So it’s easy for references to get 
lost on modem audiences. This one is written so 
your average col lege student can understand it "It's 
fresh, it’s funny, it'snaughty," she says. 

Like a good soap opera, stratagem's plot is 
deliciously complicated. It’s centered around a pair 
of rakish — and broke — men who embark on a hunt 
for wealthy wives, whom they plan to wed and then 
abandon, taking their money with them. "What they 


seek is fortune and what they get is love in the end," 
says Carleton. 

There's a dark side to the comedy, she adds. When 
Farquhar wrote the play, he was languishing in an 
unhappy marriage. Right after marrying his wife, 
whom he had believed to be wealthy, he discovered 
she was actually in serious arrears. "He spent the 
last years of his life in an unhappy marriage, paying 
off her debt," says Carleton. 

And why select this refurbished old play for 
student actors? 

"We live in such uncertain times. There’s so much 
going on in the world that’s so awful. This play is 
funny," Carleton explains. "I think we need to laugh, 
we need our spirits lifted." 

Oh, and there are swords. And corsets. And a 
heartwarming conclusion. "This play clearly says 
you need to find happiness within," the director 
concludes, "and be true to yourself." @ 

MEGAN JAMES 

The Beaux' Stratagem, directed by Sarah Carleton, 
at Royal I Tyler Theatre, UVM, in Burlington. February 
16 through 18. and 23 through 25. at7:30 p.m.; 
February 18 and 26 at 2 p.m. $7-18. Info, 656-2094. 
uvmtheatre.org 
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The nonprofit also partnered with 

BURLINGTON CITY ARTS and the FLYNN CENTER 
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS to bring about 

“Engage." The Flynn’s executive direc- 
tor, john killacky, was a member of the 
jury, and the show will open at that 
venue’s amy e tarrant gallery later this 
month. The other jurors were mickey 
myers, director of the bryan memorial 
gallery in Jeffersonville; artist janet van 
fleet of Cabot; and Greensboro-based 
artist paul gruhler. who also curated the 

Chalmer says the jurors “did not dis- 
cuss disability”; they just considered the 
merits of the art, which was presented 
in a range of two- dimensional mediums. 
“There are artists who have been work- 
ing for a long time, and odiers are brand 
new,” shesays. “All are thrilled attheop- 
portunity.” The process, Chalmer adds, 
“has connected us with artists we didn't 
know before.” 

For his part, Gruhler says working 
on "Engage” has been "a wonderful 
learning experience, getting to know 
what the challenges are for the artists 


every day.” From its electronic call to 
artists through assistance fa framing the 
artworks, the project has “given them an 
opportunity to be in an exhibition - in 
some cases for the first time — and also 
to be able to take themselves seriously 

For the art-viewing public, too, 
"Engage” is likely to offer a twofold 
experience: bringing the work of artists 
with disabilities “to the forefront of cul- 
tural life in Vermont,” says Chalmer, and 
increasing awareness of how individu- 
als with physical, developmental, psy- 
chiatric or visual challenges negotiate a 
world the rest of us take for granted. ® 


a “Engage" opens with a reception 
at the Flynn Center's Amy E. 
Tarrant Gallery in Burlington on 
Sunday, February 26, 4-6 p jn. The 
exhibit remains on view there 
through April 29. and then will 
travel to other venues around the 
state, vsavt.org 


Quick Lit 

One of the good things about 
independent publishing is that it gives 
us a window into the life stories of 
fascinating members of our community, 
whether or not those stories are 
commercial. And caroy raper, an 
octogenarian Burlington resident, 
certainly has a story. Raised 
in Plattsburgh, N.Y., and 
toughened by the teasing 
of five older brothers, she 
was entranced by science 
since the third grade. 

In those days, a woman 
pursuing graduate study 
in that field was a rarity. 

But at the University of 
Chicago in the 1940s, the 
author found 
— and future husband — 

Red Raper, a young professor 
who was studying the bizarre sex 
habits of water molds. 

Thus began Cardy Raper's long 
career of observing how fungi pair 
up and get it on — research that 
eventually took its place at the 
forefront of molecular genetics. After 
her husband's death, she ran her own 
lab at Harvard, then at the University 
of Vermont u ntil 2004. 

Raper chronicles all that in love. 

SEX AND MUSHROOMS: ADVENTURES OF 

a woman in science, a memoir that 
sometimes feels more like a collection 
of anecdotes. She doesn't always 


succeed at making her research 
comprehensible to the layperson, but 
the glee with which she describes 
fungoid sex changes is infectious. 

Her observations of human behavior 
are entertaining, too, whether she's 
recalling the boorish ness of genetics 
pioneer James Watson at a Harvard 
party or her own struggles to get 
students interested. 

Raper's candid descriptions 
give younger readers a picture 
of mid-century life they 
won't get from “Mad Men." 
While she did leave the 
lab in the '50s to raise two 
kids and play suburban 
faculty wife, for instance, 
the author and her friends 
spent their spare time as 
activists for better schools, 
bored Betty Drapers. 

We learn, too, the details of 
procuring an illegal abortion 
and getting a background check 
from the FBI during the Red Scare. 

And Raper describes, touchingly, how 
sharing a lab always brought her and 
her husband closer. 

All in all, this lucidly written book 
leavesuswith the impression ofa life 
well lived — with tremendous energy.® 
MARGOT HARRISON 

Love, Sex and Mushrooms; 

Adventures of a Woman in Science 
by Cardy Raper. 270 pages with 
illustrations, $18.95 (trade paperback) 
or $9.95 (e-book), cardyraper.com 
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MASTER OF SCIENCE 

in Community Mental Health 

Classes meet one weekend a month in Burlington 

• Nationally recognized, competency-based program 

i 48- and 60-credit Master's degree options and continuing education classes 
i Preparation for licensure as a mental health or professional counselor in 
New Hampshire, Maine, Vermont and other states 


Accepting applications now for classes beginning in 
Burlington, VT - May 2012 
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Ballet Legend Suzanne Farrell 
Passes on the Balanchine Legacy 


> uzanne Farrell is considered one of the most 
influential ballet dancers of the 20th century. In 
early 1960s. the wisp-like teenager from Ohio 
f joined the New York City Ballet and became the 
se of George Balanchine, regarded as the greatest cho- 
r in contemporary ballet. 

On stage. Farrell was known for her reck- 
less, almost off-kilter dancing and the 
, vulnerability she exuded. In a 2003 
New Yorker essay, Joan Acocella 
writes, "Even when her dancing 
was slow, it was wild: pooling. 


SEVEN DAYS: What's it like to 
watch young dancers take on 
roles you once danced? 

SUZAN NE FARRELL: I give my danc- 
ers all the tools they need to success- 
fully dance a role, but I don’t want them . 
to be carbon copies of me. [Dancers] are 
not machines where the volume can be 
turned up. We have to do it all visually and 
energetically. We are our own technology, 
own instruments. 

SD: How do you differ as a leader from Balanchi ne? 
How are you similar? 

SF: Good theater should always send people away feel- 
ing changed. Everybody I met in the audience during 
that wonderful era when Balanchine was working and 
everything seemed so right with the world, said how 
their lives had changed, no matter what walk of life 
they came from. I want to bring that 
of urgency and importance to the dr 


SD: When did you realize you had 
truly made it as a ballet dancer? 

SR After studying ballet for many 
years, people forget what first at- 
tracted them. Many dancers begin to 
feel noble simply because they come 
to class at all. They should have this 
wonderful feeling unlike anything else 
in life: the state of balletic grace. I cau- 
tion my dancers and students alike not to 
focus on being a star, but to remember the 
stars they had in their eyes that made them 
want to dance in the first place. 

As you become experienced and perfect 
the technique, you have to remain vulnera- 
ble and not lose that wonderful innocence, 
that freshness. 

1 enjoyed all the opportunities to 
perform so many wonderful roles. 
Whenever people ask what my favor- 
ite ballet is, I say. “the one I am cur- 
rently workingon." I wasluckytolive - 
in so many different "worlds" onstage. 


described the 
process of develop- 
ing the dances Balanchine 
created for you as "whipping up 
this dust, and after hours and days, 
it becomes a ballet." Were you av 
those moments, that you were making history? 

SF: When Mr. B started working on a ballet for me, there 
would be no one in die room except Gordon Boelzner at 
the piano, George and myself. He would show me a little 
something and I would try to imitate or shape or decode 
what he indicated. 

Choreography is not born as choreography: it grows 
out of a suggestion and dien it gets shaped into choreog- 
raphy. Rarely would he say, “That’s not what I wanted." 
Our collaboration was very special and filled with trust 
He would put the ball in my court and allow me to run 
with it Sometimes he would have a mistake become part 
of the choreography — not that every mistake can be put 
to music and become beautiful, but he made us see life 
differendy. 


flooding... In time, she affected every American company. If, today, 
American ballet dancers are notably headlong - feat-doers, ear-kickers 
- that is due in part to Farrell. And if. when they are also profound, the)’ 
are profound ina cool, exalted, unactory way, that too, in large measure 
is Farrell speaking, or Farrell and Balanchine." 

Just over a decade ago, Farrell took the helm of an educational pro- 
gram at Washington, D.C.’s Kennedy Center that swiftly evolved into 
her own dance company, the Suzanne Farrell Ballet Now 66, she has 
dedicated this phase of her life to presenting the works of her mentor, 
Balanchine, who died in 1983. 

Farrell responded via email to questions Seven Days posed in ad- 
vance of her company’s performance at the Flynn. 


This is all part of my personal history, and I knew these 
(busy trying to improve) and never thinking of history. 

SD: You are considered one of America^ greatest 
ballet dancers, but you're best known for being 
Balanchine's muse. What does itfeel like to have your 
artistic legacy tied to someone else’s? 

SF: Every time I stage one of Balanchine's ballets, I see 
something different. I’m constantly discovering an- 
other facet of his genius. Though he was a brilliant man, 
Balanchine never acted like he knew everything about 
everything. He was also a very good listener. It was that 
kind of connection — with his dancers, with the music 
and with himself — that made working with him 
so extraordinary. At the same time, he would 
say to me, “It’s you on stage" — not him. 

SD: Why does the world still need 
ballet? 

SF: Ballet is unique because [its] 

I muscle memory and integrity 
of its creator. Before videos/ 
DVDs, it was passed on by 
the people who first danced 
1 it They had firsthand knowl- 
edge. Not just of the steps but 
of the history. That fragile es- 
sence gets lost and is not easily 
replaced. Essence has to be re- 
placed by essence, not technique 
or something else. This is why 
I believe Mr. Balanchine’s 

- they remind us of 
the importance of 
seeing life dif- 
any ferently in the 
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asily as 


tory, then got a version of it back 
later. If you’re the feisty type, you 
can argue that color vision is an 
obstacle to progress, and that in 
the perfect world of the future, 
well see everything in black and 

OK, I'm exaggerating, but 
you can’t dismiss the idea out of 
hand. Let’s start with the claim 
that colorbl ind soldiers are b etter 
at seeing through camouflage. 
This notion has been kicking 
around in military and scientific 
circles since at least 1940, but 
despite the obvious usefulness of 
such an ability, for a long time no 
one bothered doing any formal 


investigation other than one un- 
published military study indicat- 
ing there was nothing to it 

More recent research, how- 
ever, suggests maybe there is. 

In a study published in 1992, 
scientists flashed a pattern on a 
video monitor: a 30-by-30 grid 
of small rectangles, all of them 
oriented vertically except within 
a randomly located 7-by-7 target 
area where the rectangles were 
horizontal Test participants 
were asked to press one of four 
buttons to indicate what quad- 
rant of the screen the target 
area had appeared in. Some test 


participants had normal color 
vision, while others, so-called di- 
chromats (Til explain below), had 

them incapable of distinguishing 
red from green. 

In the first trial, all the rect- 
angles were the same color, and 
participants in both groups had 
little difficulty spotting the target. 
In the next trial, the rectangles 
were randomly colored red or 
green. This time around, those 
with normal color vision did 
poorly - all they saw in the brief 
time the pattern appeared (a fifth 
of a second) was a jumble of red 

The dichromats, on the other 
hand, kicked butt. Without color 
to distract them, they spotted 


pattern. The same 
held true when each 
target rectangle was 
replaced with a capi- 
tal A while the back- 
ground rectangles 
were replaced with 
Bs. Despite this con- 
spicuous difference, 
randomly coloring the 

completely flum- 
moxed those with 
normal color vision. 
The dichromats, on 
the other hand, were 
unperturbed, picking 
out the target as ef- 
fortlessly as before. 

But that only 
happened when the 
colors were red and 
green. When the 
colors were red and 
blue, which looked 
different to the di- 
chromats, they were 
just as confused as 
those with normal color vision. 

Admittedly it's a long leap 
from a lab experiment to the 
battlefield, and an even bigger 
one to say human color vision is 
evolving into a less sophisticated 


e. Bute 




1 About 8 percent of 
males have some form of 
colorblindness. Sure, we 
civilized softies coddle our 
defectives now rather than 
letting them die on hillsides. 
However, one researcher 
claims, 8 percent is more 
than can be explained 
by random variation. He 
speculates colorblindness 
may offer a positive 
reproductive advantage. 

1 One UK study found that 
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common in the urbanized 
southeastern part of the 
country, which had been 
repeatedly overrun by 
invaders. It was much less so 
in the more rural north and 
west, where the inhabitants 
were more likely to have 
descended from Britain's 
original primitive tribes. 

• We mammals have much less 
elaborate color vision than 

the food chain. Most birds 
and fish are tetrachromats, 
meaning their retinas 
have color receptors, or 
cones, specializing in four 
different hues, enabling 
them to see colors in the 
ultraviolet range invisible 
to us. Mammals generally 
are dichromats. with only 
two types of cone and thus 
crude color vision. It's 
thought that's because most 

where the advantage is in 
having more rods in your 
retina, providing better night 
vision and color vision be 
damned. 

dichromats. Only a few species 
including humans are trichro- 
mats, with three types of cone, 
a trait we're thought to have re- 
evolved when our ancestors took 
to foraging in daylight and better 
color vision improved their abil- 
ity to find fruit. 

Today if you want fruit you 
just go to the Safeway. Does that 
mean our color vision will again 
deteriorate, or will the need to 

stem the monochromatic tide? 
Give it a few thousand years and 
we'll find out 




T here it squats in the parking lot 
at the comer of Burlington’s 
Main Street and South 
Winooski Avenue: a teal-blue 
shed topped with curious devices, some 
resembling the Wizard of Oz munchkins 
in hats. No signs explain its provenance 
or purpose. I circled it a few times, 
looking for explanations by poking 
around with camera and notebook in 
ways that would have gotten me arrested 
by the Department of Homeland Security 
in more paranoid cities. 

Then I tried the direct approach. 
The place has a door and a window, 
so one day, spotting the back of a head 
inside, I parked my bike and knocked. 
Twice. No answer. I considered tapping 
on the window but refrained out 
of shyness. The sight of my grinning 
face in its balaclava and black bicycle 
helmet has caused brave people 

Following a tip from the Department 
of Public Works, I called the Vermont 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation at its Waitsfield office. 
Amy Shedrick, a lab technician there, 
gave me the lowdown on the shed. It’s 
an air-quality monitoring station that 
the DEC calls its Burlington Trailer 
(another station stands on the roof 
of the John J. Zampieri State Office 
Building on Pearl Street), and it’s been 
there since 2003. Vermont has several 
other such stations, each quietly 
tasting the air, minute by minute, day 
after day, for such things as carbon 
monoxide, particulate pollution and 
volatile organic compounds. If a forest 
fire or a distant volcano eruption 
or just a sudden jump in pollution 
occurred, the instruments on this shed 
would be our eyes and ears in the air. 
Shedrick and her colleagues watch as 
the information flows in. 

“If you go to ou r website, you ’ll be able 
to see our real-time data," said Shedrick. 
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We just had to ask... 

What’s that 
weird shack in 
the Superblock 
parking lot? 

BY JENNY BLAIR 

’’We have local air-quality forecasts and 
(lien the air- quality index, which shows 
if there are elevations in particulates and 

The munchkin-like figures, labeled 
“Wedding & Associates, Inc.,” turn 
out to be instruments that gather 


particulates by catching them on filters. 
But, Shedrick explained, the DEC hasn’t 
used them since its lab in Waterbury, 
which analyzed the Wedding filters, was 
flooded last year. Newer instruments 
at the Zampieri station are currendy 
measuring particulates, and the old ones 
will probably be removed this summer, 
creating a subtle alteration to the 
Burlington skyline. 

From internet evidence. Wedding & 
Associates, Inc. appears to be inactive, 
destining die munchkins to go die way 
of so many elegant but elderly scientific 
instruments. 

Should Burlington residents check the 
online monitoring data before venturing 
to breathe the air outside? Shedrick said 
the DEC seldom sees jumps in pollution 
— “not in Burlington ... If there’s a tanker 
there that's filling up the gas station 
[across the street], then we usually see 
a spike. It’s usually really early in the 
morning." The substances spiking are 
benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene and 
xylene, a witch’s brew of volatile organic 
compounds that rise into the air from 
petroleum products and can enter soil 
and water supplies. 

Not to be self-righteous - OK, 
maybe I am; we cyclists can be 
insufferable. But it’s worth pointing out 
that most of what the DEC measures 
comes from internal combustion 
engines. Vermonters have been driving 
more with each decade: from about 1 
billion vehicle miles per year in 1950 to 
more than six times that at the 
millenium. And, as the Vermont 
Agency of Natural Resources notes on 
its website, “For every 10 gallons of 
gasoline you put in the tank, 2 gallons 
[do the] work, and 8 gallons go out as 
heat and exhausL” 

The Superblock station is one of the 
places where such accounts are kept. 
From the increased pollution readings, 
said Shedrick, the DEC can tell when a 


car is idlingbeside the trailer. (Also worth 
bearing in mind: the 5.3 billion pounds of 
carbon dioxide that Vermont cars emit 
each year, a substance not measured by 
these sensors.) 

I asked Shedrick about the person in 
the station's window and why site hadn’t 
answered the door. "There’s probably a 
lot of weirdos that knock,” I suggested 
helpfully. 

“Well, that and you can’t hear, 
actually,” said Shedrick, who said the 
head belonged to one of her coworkers. 
“All the motors and pumps are going. It’s 
very loud in there - that's probably why 
she didn't answer.” 

You'd never know it from outside. 
The station doesn’t release much noise, 
due to its construction from “vacuum 
epoxy laminated shelter panels, 
using aluminum or fiberglass face 
skins separated by structural foam.” 
according to Ekto Manufacturing 
Corp., the shed's maker. The company 
has an arid ’90s-era website that 
also explains the design’s military 
provenance. ”[T]he supplied skids and 
lift/tie down rings facilitate handling 
by forklift, crane and rotary or winged 
aircrafts." Cool. 

The good news is that Burlington's 
levels of carbon monoxide, nitrogen 
dioxide and particulates have long 
been below national standards, thanks 
in part to catalytic converters and 
other emissions controls. But the 
readings aren’t at zero, otherwise 
Shedrick and her colleagues wouldn’t 
have jobs. From lung- penetrating 
particles to any number of grimly, 
hyphenated substances such as ethyl « 
tert-butyl ether, we all breathe in S 
these tilings. Including self-righteous § 
cyclists. ® j? 
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Speaking in Tongues 



A s the daughte 
political leadi 
Htar Htar Yi 


s the daughter of opposition 
I leaders in Burma, 
r Yu (pronounced 
w combat long 
before she ever saw a school, a hospital 
or a shop. Now she helps new Americans 
navigate those kinds of institutions as 
a staff interpreter with the Vermont 
Refugee Resettlement Program. 

Yu,28, spenther firsteight years in the 
jungles of Burma, where her father was 
balding the reigning military regime. In 
1991, the family fled to a refugee camp 
on the Thai-Burmese border. After at- 
tending a George Soros-lunded school 
in Thailand, Yu became an intern for 
die Burmese exile government Through 
Youdi for Understanding, she spent a year 
as an exchange student at Spaulding High 
School in Bar re. Later, at Middlebury 
College, she majored in sociology and an- 
thropology with a minor in gender stud- 
ies. Yu graduated in 2008 and now lives in 
Essex, interpreting in Burmese, Tavoyan 
and Mon at immigrants' appointments, 
jobs and court dates. 

At the end of a busy day last week, Yu 
told Seven Days about how she makes 
sure her clients’ needs don't get lost in 
translation. 

SEVEN DAYS: For what kinds 
of reasons do people call an 
interpreter? 


HTAR HTAR YU: They have [to train 
at] restaurants. Say someone's hired and 
then, first day, diey don't know how to 
use a washing machine or where to put 
things. TheyYe directly from refugee 
camps, and they grew up in jungles: they 
don’t know the machine system here. 
[On an immigrant’s first day at a farm 
job, I am] explaining what kind of veg- 
etables are used, what chemicals are not 
to be touched widiout gloves, when to 
take a break, when not to take a break. 

And then courts — domestic violence, 
DUI. Emergency [visits] at the hospitals, 
especially with kids — they get very sick 
and get a hard time breathing. Oh, car in- 
surance — that’s a disaster; it was a thing 
that I don’t want to interpret, but I get to 
do it all die time. 

I get to interpret actually a kit of 
births, too — it's been nine in total, so 
it's amazing to see. I’m just telling them, 
“Push, push, push, push!” I was very 
tired for myself; I'm not doing anything, 
but I was so tired! It’s amazing to see 
how life begins. 

SD: Are there any quirks of the 
Burmese language that make certain 
misunderstandings funny and 
inevitable? 

HHY: There's one - “cheese" in 
Burmese means “poop." “Lee," like the 
last name Lee, is “penis” in Burmese 


diere's love, there's friendship, 
• sometimes disagreements. 


isagreements? 

Many of them are illiterate, and 
ally bossy about schooling. The so- 
ical question is that, when you try 
[people] things like, “Go to school, 
red to be educated, you need to get 
a better job,” you’re in a 
sense changing someone's 
way of life. They lived in 
the forest, and they're, like, 
fishermen in streams or 
r cow caretakers, and they 
just lived their daily life 
freely and happily, a simple 
life. Then you start trying 
to direct them this way, 
that way; it's like, industri- 
alized lifestyle, and I don’t 
know if I should do this. 
Sometimes it’s like, Stop, 
-Uar. Maybe just slow down. 


[laughs]. There’s quite a few. 

SD: You must do both linguistic and 
cultural interpretation. Can you 
mention some examples? 

HHY: In terms of time, Americans are 
very precise. But the Burmese are more 
like laid-back people; they think that 
missing an appointment or not getting 
to the appointment on time is fine. So 
sometimes I have to explain that, time- 
wise, you have to be very precise. 

And also, in general, the Burmese are 
very indoor people. If we're going to do 
something, then [we] gather together and 
then do it somewhere around die house. 
American culture is, your house is where 
you sleep and be comfortable; to make 
friends, to get involved, to do things, you 
have to go out of die house and reach out. 
Burmese don't really do that 
SD: Does being an interpreter give 
you any kind of special position in 
the Burmese community? 

HHY: I am very careful, being an anthro- 
pologist and sociologist, [to] understand 
how my presence might affect them. I 
always make sure that I am not show- 
ing off; I'm not taking a high position. 
But they do know that I’m educated, 
and if they want something they always 
come to me. 1 see a lot of love from them 
toward me, so I love them a lot There's 


hat kind of factors make your 
fficult? 

It makes it harder many times 
the systems are not connecting. 
[On the day of an appointment] the 
patient's supposed to call die Quick 
Cab [for a ride via the Special Services 
Transportation Agency]. But die patient 
speaks zero English. If I forget [to call 
on his behalf], everything’s screwed. So 
these litde tilings in between systems, 
there isn't any connection. Practically, 
say, it’s not my job. It's not this office’s 
job, eidier; it’s the patient's job. But 
someone has to pick up the job. It hap- 
pens all the time. 


SD: It's as if you are serving as 
the glue that holds all the pieces 
together. 

HHY: We know we have to take our 
responsibility, but also other institu- 
tions must, too. Because it’s the federal 
government who decides America will 
[admit immigrants]. Even though there’s 
a lot of controversy, I guess it's American 
heart dial diey want to help refugees, 
and a lot of people have to pick up pieces. 
So we do our part ® 
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Meet the Public Service Board, Vermont's 
most powerful men you've never heard of 

By Ken Picard 


C onfirmation hearings don’t normally 
draw a crowd — not in Vermont, 
anyway. But reporters and TV crews 
filled every seat in the Senate Finance 
Committee room late last month to get a 
look at James Volz, chair of the Vermont 
Public Service Board, who is up for another 
six-year term.All were there to glean some 
revelatory' tidbit about the man of the hour. 

As the white-bearded and bespectacled 
Volz assumed the witness chair. Sea Ann 
Cummings chuckled and remarked about 
the large media presence; the arcane 
intricacies of utility regulation don’t 
exactly make for titillating television. 

But this is no ordinary year for 
Vermont's utilities. In the next few 
months, chairman Volz, and fellow PSB 
members David Coen and John Burke, 
are expected to rule on some of Vermont’s 
biggest and most contentious issues. The 
repercussions of their decisions will be felt 
for years, even decades. 

Those cases, or “dockets,” include the 
proposed merger of the stated two largest 
electric utilities. Green Mountain Power 


and Central Vermont Public Service. 
Also on the agenda is the fate of cash- 

the Deerfield industrial wind project near 
Readsboro. More recently, some legislators 
are saying the state should control die 
Vermont Electric Rawer Company, which 
owns and operates Vermont’s major 
transmission lines. A VELCO deal, too, 
would be subject to PSB approval. 

But the 800-pound gorilla in the com- 
mittee room with Volz was Vermont 
Yankee. On January 19, a federal district 
court judge struck down Act 160, which 
required that the legislature approve the 

Entergy, the plant's owner, has now asked 
the PSB to green-light Vermont Yankee's 
continued operation beyond March 21, 
when its current license expires. That 
docket hadbeenon hold since 2009, pend- 
ing the outcome of the federal lawsuit 

How the PSB will rule on this and other 
contentious matters before it is the subject 
of endless speculation. Most longtime 
observers and participants in utility 


regulatory cases interviewed for this story 
agreed that this board is among the least 
activist or predictable in years. But trying 
to guess which way it will rule requires 
some understanding of what the PSB is, 
what it does, who serves on it and how its 
role has changed over the years. 

If recent press coverage of the PSB has 
left you wondering What the hell is the 
Public Service Board?, you’re not alone. But 
it’s worth noting that its decisions affect as 
many Vermonters as those made by the 
governor, legislature and Supreme Court 
Volz. Coen and Burke may be the most 
powerful men in the state about whom 
most Vermonters know virtually nothing. 

PSB.DPS-WTF? 

Not to be confused with the Vermont 
Department of Public Service, which is a 
policy arm of the governor, the PSB is a 
quasi-judicial body of state government 
that regulates electric power, telephone 
and internet service, cable television, 
pipeline gas and some private water 


systems. Its roots date back to 1855, 
when tile legislature created a railroad 
commissioner to ensure the railroads were 
safe and charging fair rates. The board 
later expanded to three members, and in 
1908, was granted jurisdiction over all the 
state's "natural monopolies.” including 
gas, electric, telephone and telegraph 
companies. The 1908 law also marks the 
first time that the term "public good” 
appears in Vermont statute. 

Today, the board consists of a full- 
time chairman and two part-time board 
members who are vetted by the state’s 
judicial nominating board, appointed 
by the governor and confirmed by the 
legislature to staggered, six-year terms. 
Their staff of 23 consists of attorneys, 
engineers and economists. 

Like judges. PSB members are 
expected to remain at arm’s length from 
party politics and. especially in contested 
dockets, from their colleagues at the DPS. 
That said, there’s an unwritten rule that 
whichever political party occupies the 
governor's office reserves one of the three 



scats for the minority party. Volz, who 
was first appointed in 2005 by Republican 
governor Jim Douglas, was reappointed 
by Gov. Peter Shumlin. a Democrat. Burke, 
a Rutland native and Castleton lawyer, 
was appointed in 2003 by Democrat 
governor Howard Dean, then reappointed 
by Douglas. Most longtime PSB observers 
say it's very difficult to discern party 
politics in the board's rulings. 

Hie PSB can make or break a utility 
by granting or withholding what’s called 
a certificate of public good — CPG. For 
example, in the mid-2000s, VELCO 
wanted to build new. higher-capacity 
transmission lines across the state. First. 
VELCO had to go before the PSB and 
convince the board that the Northwest 
Reliability Project was essential to meet 
the growing demand for power in the 
northwest sector of Vermont. At the time. 
VELCO argued that if the project wasn't 
approved, the city of Burlington could go 
dark on peak- load summer days. 

VELCO prevailed and the board 
issued a CPG. But it included conditions 
and restrictions to meet the concerns of 
dozens of municipalities and individual 
property owners along die route, many 
of whom felt blindsided by the project 
and its huge cosL Out of that docket came 
VELCO's promise to plant and maintain 
more than 10,000 trees “for the life of 
the project" — which could keep them 
in the arbor-care business for more than 
75 years. The CPG also gave rise to the 
Vermont System Planning Committee. 


a group of utility and consumer reps 
charged with better anticipating future 
transmission needs. 

"By and large, we are well served 
by our Public Service Board process," 
suggests Barbara Grimes,general manager 
of the Burlington Electric Department 
and a member of the VELCO board. 
“The demands that come with getting 
a certificate of public good in Vermont 
are more costly and time consuming, I 
believe, than in any odier state in New 
England.” 


How does the PSB arrive at the public 
good? It conducts its business like a 
court of law, with evidentiary hearings, 
court reporters, document discoveries, 
attorneys and sworn-in witnesses. Oddly, 
the governors DPS, usually referred to as 
“the department” represents the public 
interest in the proceedings. 

lb participate, citizens are either 
admitted as formal parties to the 
proceeding or testify informally at public 
hearings. Often, those hearings are held in 
the communities directly affected by the 
project. 

Today, Section 248 of Vermont statute 
spells out 10 criteria that must be weighed 
in determining the public good. They 
include environmental, aesthetic and 
historical concerns, the overall need for 
a project and its potential economic costs 
and benefits. 


One Vermont utility executive 
summed it up more succinctly: The public 
good, he says, is "like pornography. Not 
easily defined, but you know it when you 


BARBARA GRIMES. 
GENERAL MANAGER. 
BURLINGTON ELECTRIC 
DEPARTMENT 


If senators and journalists at Volz's 
confirmation hearing were hoping to 
gets a sense of how he might interpret 
the public good - regarding Vermont 
Yankee or other cases — they were sorely 
disappointed. Volz, an attorney with 
27 years of experience as a regulator, 
including the last seven as PSB chair, is as 
poker-faced as they come. No amount of 
legislative cajoling would convince him to 
show his hand. 


Sen. Randy Brock (R-Franklin) 
acknowledged as much as he tried to 
engage Volz. 

“I have a lot of questions, but 1 know 
you probably can’t answer them," Brock 
said. "How would you improve [Section] 

248" — the Vermont statute that gives the 
PSB its authority to review utility projects 

"to make it more efficient and faster, 
while at the same time maintaining the 
same level of environmental protection?" 

“That would be very difficult" Volz 
replied tersely. 

“Is there anything from the policy 
perspective," Brock pressed, 'that you 
would recommend to us that might 
clarify the requirements or improve the 
materials provided?” 

“I’d hare to think about that some 
more _. but off the top of my head, there's 
no easy answer," Volz replied. 

After several minutes of back-and- 
forth about renewable-energy credits, 

Brock asked Volz if he's troubled by the 
“concentration of power" in Vermont’s 
electricity industry. 

Volz immediatclybegged off answering 
the question, explaining that whatever 
he said would seem to relate directly to 
the pending GMP/CVPS merger. Volz’s 
sidestep sounded diplomatic, not evasive. 

Next, Sen. Tim Ashe (D/P - 

Chittenden) asked Volz how he strikes 
“the right balance” between renewable 
power and aesthetic concerns. Ashe was « 
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alluding to the PSB’s controversial 
decision last year to permit GMP to build 
21 industrial wind turbines atop Lowell 
Mountain — one of four ridgeline wind 
projects the PSB has approved in recent 

“Basically, I think that’s something the 
legislature has to sort out," Volz answered. 
“Right now. the guidance we have is 
to promote renewable energy. And 

by-case basis to decide if any project 
meets those requirements, including 
aesthetics and oilier environmental 
impacts. As long as diey do, they’ll be 
approved." 

Then Volz added, "At some point, if 
the people of Vermont as represented 
by the legislature, look around and 
say, We don't like the way this looks 
anymore —we would listen to that. We 
would have to listen to that.” 

Volz’s last remark was the closest 
thing yet to a summation of his judicial 
philosophy: We do exactly what the 
legislature asks and the law allows, 
nothing more. 

“I am not an activist,” Volz clarified 
later in a rare interview. (Usually. PSB 
members, like judges, decline to speak 
to the press.) “I feel it’s the legislature 
and governor’s job to set policy. My job, 
and the board’s job, is to implement 
those statues fairly and objectively.' 


you're setup for a bad judgment, no matter 
which way it goes.” 

But how effectively the PSB weighs 
conflicting evidence and testimony is a 
frequenlboneof contention. Sandra Levine 
is a Conservation Law Foundation attorney 
with many years of experience on utility 
matters. She suggests that although the 
board tries to "strike a balance” between 
competing interests, it often relics heavily 
on the recommendations of DPS. 


ARE EXPECTED TO , 
RULE ON SOME OF J 
VERMONT’S 
RIGGEST AND MOST 
CONTENTIOUS 
ISSUES. 


Fair and Balanced? 



Most utility executives, lawmakers, 
attorneys and activists interviewed for diis 
story concur with Volz's self-assessment 
Even those who have frequently disagreed 
with the PSB^s rulings concede that Volz 
is a very experienced adjudicator, tough 
but fair. And that makes it even harder to 
predict how the board will rule in a given 

Bob Stannard is a lobbyist for the 
Vermont Citizens Action Network, a group 
that opposes the nuke plant’s relicensing. 
“Whether I would agree with any decision 
of his ... wouldn’t detract from my respect 
for him,” Stannard says of Volz. “He's a real 
fair guy and tries to do die right diing." 

Ray Shadis. technical advisor for die 
antinuke New England Coalition, agrees. 
Shadis admits las client has often been on 
the losing end of PSB orders. Nevertheless, 
he says this board generally gives his client 
a fair hearing 

“My impression of Volz on the bench 
at the Public Service Board is of real strict 
judicial interpretation and impartiality. 
Not the way 1 like it I like 'em on my side,” 
Shadis jokes. "But one standard for a good 
judge is that they are inscrutable. If you 
can tell which way the judge is leaning, 


”1 think industry carries a lot of 
weight" Levine says. “So. when you have 
a department that's industry friendly, you 
tend to get decisions from the board that 
are industry friendly." 

Rich Seda no, who served as DPS 
commissioner under governor Howard 
Dean from 1991 to 2001, has some 
historical perspective on that He notes 
the relationship between the board and 
department which were separated back in 
1981, has ebbed and flowed over the years, 
depending upon how the commissioner 
and the PSB chair feel about each other. 
Sedano says he's "never seen a governor 
lean on the PSB in a case” in order to get 
his or her way. 

“This board is very thoughtful and 
appears to have a clear compass,” Sedano 
adds. 'They are active questioners in 
hearings and ... are prepared to be activist 
when the circumstances call for it.” 

Not activist enough for Rob 
Pforzheimer. A carpenter in Sutton, he 
was "very involved” in the public processes 
surrounding the siting of wind turbines in 
Sheffield, Deerfield and Lowell He alleges 
the PSB “cherry-picks the facts” and is 


just there to “rubber stamp” whatever tire 
utilities want. 

’“Quasi-judicial? They sit up there like 
judges but don’t deserve to be respected.” 
Pforzheimer complains. ”1 think they're 
pompous and arrogant and barely tolerate 
individuals like me who are opposed to 
these projects. And they ignore every bit of 
evidence we bring to them.” 

Sen. Vince Illuzzi (R-Essex-Orleans) 
agrees with Pforzheimer’s perception that 
projects such as Lowell Mountain and 
the Northwest Reliability Project had 

On the latter Illuzzi suggests that other 
alternatives should have been considered 
before VELCO “used its power of eminent 
domain to blaze this high-voltage power 
line trail through some of die most pristine 
reaches of the state.” 

The PSB review process, Illuzzi 
complains, “is set up to approve 
projects, and any attempt to change 
that is met with fierce and well -funded 
opposition in the legislature.” 

To be fair, Illuzzi doesn't suggest 
this is the fauk of Volz, Coen or Burke 
— all of whom, he emphasizes, he would 
vote to reconfirm. As he puts it, “Iti, a 
systemic problem, not an individual 
problem." In fact, llktzzi endorses the 
idea of electing PSB members rather than 
appointing them, as many other states da 
He introduced abili several years ago to do 
so, but it went nowhere. 

The Vermont Senate is expected to vote 
to reconfirm Volz some time diis week. 


Whose Side Are They On? 

Pforzheimer's and Illuzzi's opinions 
of the PSB appear to be minority ones. 
Nevertheless, opponents did insert a 
speed bump in Volz’s otherwise smoodi 
confirmation process last week. On 
February 7, Vermonters for a Clean 
Environment, a group opposed to the 
Lowell wind project, penned a letter to the 
Senate Finance Committee condemning 
Volz’s handling of that case. 

In it, Annette Smith, VCE's executive 
director, wrote that “Under Volz’s 
leadership the PSB has ignored public 
input and lost the public's trust - and as 
a result, his nomination should be rejected 
or at least more seriously questioned." 

Smith took issue with how the PSB 
weighed expert testimony on turbine noise 
and setbacks from neighbors’ property 
lines. Procedurally. Smith complained 
that the PSB's review of the Lowell project 
"broke all records for speed, to the extent 
that due process was thrown out the 
window." 

On the latter point, VCE’s letter quoted 
from PSB member Burke's dissenting 
opinion. In it, Burke wrote, "I understand 
that time constraints exist in this matter 
and the eflect delay could have on the 


economic viability of the project, but that 
does not legitimize the abrogation of the 
parties' constitutional rights," 

If Volz was irked by die broadside 
attack on his integrity, his anger didn't 
show when asked about it in an interview. 

“I don’t agree with them,” Volz 
responded coolly “I think we've gone out 
of our way to help people participate in 
the process... If you read the order, you can 
see for yourself how much attention was 
paid to the interveners and you can decide 
for yourself whether they got a fai r shake." 

Volz won’t comment on whether he 
thinks anyone's constitutional rights were 
"abrogated," ... the case has been appealed 
before die Vermont Supreme Court by the 
Lowell Mountains Group and the towns of 
Albany and Craftsbury. 

But when asked ifthe utility opponents' 

ignored, Volz explains that competing 
expert witnesses frequently arrive at 
conflicting conclusions. 

“Is one of them lying? No. They just 
have a different view of the evidence," Volz 
says. “Our job is to figure out who is more 
persuasive, and that's whose testimony we 

“If you read the order, you'll see that we 
did lookat all sides,” Volz adds, responding 
to VCE's criticism about turbine noise. 
“We just didn't come down the way they 

If Volz's response to his critics sounds 
diplomatic, his supporters are less so. 

Rep. Tony Klein (D-Montpelicr) 
suggests that Volz is as fair and evcnhnnded 
as they come and “follows die rules and 
regulations to a T. 

“He has unquestionable integrity and 
honesty, and anybody who questions that 
about Jim Volz should be ashamed of 
themselves," Klein says. "Does diat mean 
I like everything the board comes down 
with? Absolutely not But this is one of 
the most arduous and meticulous [review] 
processes, not only in the country but in 
the world.” 

Shadis, with the New England 
Coalition, points to a good example of 
Volz’s efforts at impartiality. Shortly 
after Volz’s appointment to die PSB in 
2005, the board was due to hear a case 
involving Vermont Yankee's use of dry- 
cask storage of radioactive waste, which 
the coalition opposes. Since Volz had 
spent the previous 20 years working for 
the department, which endorsed dry-cask 
storage, the Coalition asked Volz to recuse 
himself from the case. 

“Volz actually issued an invitation for 
public comment on whether he should 
recuse himself. And we said, ‘Hell, yes!'” 
Shadis recalls. Ultimately, Volz stepped 
aside and the PSB went ahead with just 
two board members. The New England 
Coalition still lost that fight. Shadis won't 
say whether he thinks his client would 
have been better served ifVolz had stayed. 
“Water over the dam." he says with a sigh. 


The Other Guys 

If Volz is relatively unknown to most 
Vermonters, his fellow PSB members are 
even more mysterious. David Coen, first 
appointed in 1995. is the only non-attorney 
on the board. He began his career as an 
English teacher in Connecticut, then went 
on to run Fishman's Department Stores in 
Vergennes and Ticonderoga, N.Y. 

Despite his humble beginnings. Coen 
has accrued many years of experience 
in regulatory matters and, until last 
year, served as president of the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners. Hestill serves on its board 
of directors and executive committee and 
is active in Vergennes city government. 

Coen, notes Shadis, “is extraordinarily 
evenhanded, very careful in what he says 
,and asks some very astute questions, 
which indicate that he’s been listening - 
even when it looks like he's not.” 

John Burke seems to be the contrarian 
on the board, and is often the dissenting 

the others, says Shadis, Burke "brings a 
refreshing degree of volatility into the 
proceeding He takes it personally when 
witnesses are not forthcoming and when 
attorneys attempt manipulation. 

“He is very much the strong guardian 
of the prerogatives of the Public Service 
Board,” Shadis adds. “I think if I were 
Entergy, he would be my least favored" 

Ultimately, most longtime board 
watchers won't offer any predictions 
about how this PSB will rule on Vermont 
Yankee. 

“I long ago gave up trying to predict an 
outcome from the Public Service Board” 
says the Conservation Law Foundation's 
Levine. 

Stannard. at Vermont Citizens Action 
Network, concurs. “Everyone is surmising 

Adds Burlington Electric's Grimes: “If 
I could predict what the board was going 
to do each time. I’d be in Vegas, not here." 

All three agree, however, that despite 
heavy public interest and press coverage 
of the case, this one will be decided on a 
strict interpretation of the law and which 
side makes the better case — not what the 
governor, the legislature or the media are 
saying. 

Adds BED'S general manager, "If the 
world hates Barb Grimes and I’ve got a 
case before this board I think that I can 
walk out knowing that the decision wasn’t 
based on the fact that the world hates Barb 
Grimes." 

If so. that!; troubling news for 
Vermont Yankee's opponents. Many who 
despise and distrust Entergy assume the 
corporation's tarnished reputation in 
Vermont is their last, best hope of getting 
the PSB to close it down. © 
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Meet the 
Neighbors 

A 125-year-old Burlington club keeps the art of play reading alive 

BY MEGAN JAMES 



I n the late 1800s, reading a full play 
aloud was a civilized way to pass a 
winter evening. But for a group of 
families who lived in Burlington’s 
Hill Section at the time — many affiliated 
with the University of Vermont - it was 
also n way of life. They would gather 
in each odier’s homes every week 
throughout the coldest months to bring 
plays to life. They called themselves the 
Neighbors. 

Back then, meetings would last all 
night and were formal affairs, complete 
with dinner, drinks, conversation and (in 


later decades) evening wear. Members 
would receive a script on their way in — 
only the hosts knew the night’s play in 
advance — and gather in the parlor to 
listen to a story unfold. 

More dtan 125 years later, the 
Neighbors are still going strong - with 
many of the same traditions. These 
days, the group meets five or six times 
a year in the parlor of Burlington’s First 
Unitarian Universalist Society. A snail- 
mail invitation is sent out before every 
meeting, dicchosen play and the renders 
still kept a mystery. As recently as five 


years ago, it was de rigueur for the men 
to wear tuxedos, die women floor-length 
gowns. Some still do. 

In his tux at the Neighbors’ most 
recent meeting, John Smith, 58, has the 
elegant.somberlookofAbrah am Lincoln. 
The suit belonged to his father, who 
used to wear it to Neighbors gatherings. 
Smith can trace his Neighbors lineage 
even furtiier back: Both of Ills paternal 
great-grandparents — one of them Of. 
Smith, the Burlington business owner, 
state legislator and namesake of a local 
elementary school — were members. 




When John Smith was a boy, his 
parents would invite several other 
Neighbors to their home for dinner 
before the meetings. He and his siblings 
remember peering down from the 
staircase at “all these people in fancy 
dress, chortling away,” he says. 

Smith and Doug Montgomery, 
another tuxedo-clad Neighbor, are 
both reading tonight. They clutch their 
scripts as 30-odd other memben 
and take their seats. 

The Neighbors are a 
dignified — and, yes, older 
- bunch. Jeanne Keller | 
and Colleen Montgomery, 
both about 60, are some of 
the group’s spring chickens. So it’s not 
surprising the evening often begins 
with a brief memorial for members 
or friends who have recently 
died. The Neighbors sit 
for a moment of / 
silence, and 

the play « 

Gennari, 

produced the 
night's first 
reading, stands 
up to make the big 
reveal “Romulus,’’ 
a one-act play by 
Alexandre! Dumas. 

Then, as site introduces 
the readers, they take 
their seats before the 
audience. John Ives will 
play Frantz Wolf, a "kind, timid 
and absentminded" philosophy 
professor; Doug Montgomery will read 
the appropriately named astronomer 
Celestus, "a confirmed bachelor and 
dedicated scientist"; Elizabeth Bassett 
is his “attractive and personable" sister, 
Mardta; and John Smith will portray 
the “officious, overbearing” Mayor 
Babenhausen. 

“Typecasting!” someone in the 
audience shouts, and the whole room 
erupts in laughter. 

Dumas, best known for The Count of 
Monte Cristo, penned this one-act “after 
he missed the train from Paris,” Gennari 
offers, noting that the comedy wasn't 
translated into English until 1971. So 
maybe it’s not his greatest work, but it 
has some memorable one-liners, such 
as “Marriage is like a besieged fortress: 
Those on the outside want to get in; 
those on the inside want to get out" 

The readers are eloquent and 
animated - some even employing 
small props - but, for the most part. 


they remain seated. Most aren’t actors; 
they simply appreciate theater, and, as 
member Geri Amori puts it, “We enjoy 
acting out!” 

A committee meets twice a year to 
select plays and assign producers and 
readers. Even though they're not staged, 
readings can be a lot of work to produce. 
Nowadays, Neighbors meetings last only 
two hours, so plays must be abridged to 
fit the time-frame. Gennari has adapted 
Lewis Carroll’s Through the 
Looking Glass, and Keller 
spent nearly three 
weeks paring down Eugene 
Ionesco's Exit the King. “It’s 
a real challenge,” she says of 
the process, “but you get to know the 
play really well.” 

The producer also decides which 
stage directions to read aloud and which 
sound effects to include — in “Romulus," 
Gennari scrunched up her face to let out 
a near-perfect baby cry. 

Costumes 
encouraged. 



and brooches. 


biddies who 
gossip over 
tea at iunerals 
- show up in 
hats, aprons 
They use various 
accents from the British Isles, with 
assorted degrees of accuracy. 

Cora Fauser, a frequent costume 
designer for Vermont theatrical 
productions, is clad in her black funeral 
finest, including a gold brooch and a 
velvet headpiece adorned with black 
bows; she sounds — and kind of looks 
- like Mrs. Potts from Beauty and the 
Beast. “There's no pressure to make [the 
play] sound as if it were staged,” site 
says. “We’re never self-conscious." 

“What happens here stays here," 
adds Keller with a smile. 

Keller, who joined the Neighbors 
in 1985, says the group is hoping to 
attract some young blood, not only to 
keep it going but so members can vary 
the kinds of plays they read. “I’d love it 
if we had the kind of audience who 
would appreciate The Vagina 
Monologues," she says. 
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Meet the Neighbors 

Colleen Montgomery joined around 
the same time as Keller. Her husband, 
Doug, is one of the die-hard tux 
wearers. “All of his other clothes are 
black T-shirts and jeans,” she says. “It 
used to be a lot more formal, but that 
changed in the last five or six years. It 
was part of the charm of it, but it put 
some people off.” 

Fancy clothes weren't always the 
norm. “Plain living and high thinking 
and, may I add, plain dressing, were the 
order of die meetings,” wrote Neighbors 
member Lyman Allen in a 1940 history 
of the group. “I never saw a dinner coat 
on any man at a meeting ... until well 
along in our history." 

Despite the 

“casual" dress code, 
members in the 1890s 
had a field day with 
their hair, Allen writes: 

“The ladies wore on 
their heads a lot of hair 
which had not grown 
there, and the men 
vied with each other as 
to a luxuriant growth 
on their faces." 

If Allen's lively 
written history is 
any indication, the 
Neighbors have 
always attracted 
witty wordsmiths. “It 
is not certainly known who were the 
parents from whose inspired crania 
sprang full-grown, like Athena, this 
lusty child," Allen writes of the birth 
of the Neighbors. He then rattles off a 
few of its godfathers, describing them 
with theatrical character descriptions: 
“Mr. Edward Hungerford, rotund and 
pompous; Professor Goodrich, with 
twinkling eyes and hair curling over his 
coat collar; Professor Torrey, with his 
finely chiseled features, dignified mien 
and surprising sallies of humor." 

The “club for social readings” was 
guided by several rules, the firstofwhich 
stipulated that refreshments should 
be limited to one course. An ill-fated 
Shakespeare club, which had formed 
before the Neighbors with many of the 
same members, was the inspiration. “I 
am told that it was wrecked upon the 
rocks of too elaborate suppers, so that 
it became impossible for members with 
moderate salaries, such as the clergy, 
college professors, etc, to keep up with 
their more wealthy fellow members," 
writes Allen. 

Members, who had to be 18 or older, 
paid an annual fee of 25 cents — it’s 


now $15. If members moved away from 
Burlington, they became nonresident 
members. “Evidently, a membership in 
die Neighbors was so precious a tiling 
that it was not lightly to be lost." Allen 
writes. '“Till death us do part’ was our 

The next rule was the most 
controversial: “The marriage of any 
member of the club to one not a member 
shall be considered equivalent to a 
withdrawal from the club." Newlyweds 
had to be voted in anew. “New York’s 
Four Hundred had nothing on us," 
writes Allen, referring to die members 
of Manhattan's high society. “We were 
a very select club, and we planned to 
keep ourselves free from ‘entangling 
alliances.'” 

At various points, die Neighbors 
included Vermont 
governors Philip Hoff 
and George Aiken. 
“It was a very elite 
social club when it 
started out," says Mary 
Gutknecht, the current 
secretary-treasurer, 
who joined with her 
husband, Luther - 
then superintendent 
of Burlington schools 
- in 1983. "You had 
to be invited. When I 
started as treasurer, 
there was a list of 
people who had been 
thrown out.” 

Until the Neighbors moved their 
meetings to Burlington’s Klifa Club 
sometime in the 1930s, they gathered 
in members' homes. Accordingly, 
keeping membership to fewer than 
60 was a priority. Many Neighbors 
crammed everyone into the grand 
parlors of their large Hill Section 
Victorian houses. 

These days — even without the 
formal gowns, strict membership rules 
and boozy dinners (die group stopped 
serving alcohol more than a decade ago 
out of concern about drunk driving, 
says Smith) - the Neighbors gathering 
still feels a little like a secret society. 

Maybe it's the allure of the tuxedo 
on a Monday night. Or simply the 
way these folks laugh at a perfectly 
delivered line. They seem to be in 
on something that most of us aren’t: 
that all you really need to make a 
memorable night is a crowd of good 
friends and a great script. © 


H lf you’re interested in joining the 
Neighbors, email Mary Gutknecht at 
mgutk®juno.com. 
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Say What? 

Examining the origins and uncertain future of the Vermont accent 

j? BY DAN BOLLES 


9 ■ ew England offers a treasure 

S Ml trove of distinctive dialects. 
I Ml The Boston accent is the 
I most famous. Both New 
^ Hampshire and Maine have well- 

£ known, provincially charming native 

g drawls. And there’s whatever the 
Rhode Island accent is, some bizarre 
jr linguistic hybrid of Southie and the 
° Bronx. Though they all have their de- 
fining characteristics, each state's dia- 
w lect also shares commonalities — the 
< dropped “R” that turns “car” into "cah," 
z for example. 

| And then there's Vermont. 

To put it blundy, native Vermonters 
talk lcinda funny. The native twang is an 
odd mixture of curiously pronounced 
vowel sounds and casually uttered — 
and sometimes completely ignored — 
5 consonants that makes it unique among 
5 its regional brethren. The dialect is also 
m a vital link to local heritage that, like 


so many other aspects of traditional 
Vermont life, is fading away. 

To understand what is happening to 
the Vermont accent, it’s important to 
understand where it comes from. 

“It really comes down to how die 
different parts of New England were 
setded," explains University of Vermont 
linguistics professor Julie 
Roberts, who. since 1996, 
has studied the Vermont 
dialect She received a grant 
from the National Science 
Foundation to conduct the 
first in-depth exploration of the state’s 
accent Over the years, she lias taped 
and examined the speech patterns of 
hundreds of native (diough not Native 
American) Vermonters. 

Roberts says much of Vermont was 
populated as a “secondary settlement” 
by individuals moving from odier New 
England areas such as Massachusetts 


and Connecticut. In other words, 
Vermont was settled by flatlanders. 

Surprisingly, Roberts says she has yet 
to find evidence diat the state’s French 
Canadian heritage had any influence on 
the state’s dialect, though she admits to 
not having much data from along the 
Canadian border. 

"Clearly there are a lot 
of place names and people 
with French roots,” she 

says. “But in terms of the 

dialect, it seems to be more 
die British variety.” 

Roberts suspects the reason is that, 
though the French arrived in Vermont 
before the British, they tended not to 

“They were largely traders, and often 
moved along once their business was 
done,” she says. “The British formed 
towns and stayed." 

Roberts notes that geographical 
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barriers played an important role in the 
development of the Vermont dialect. 
She also identifies two distinct versions 
of the accent. “There is a dialect bound- 
ary that runs right up the middle of 
Vermont, along the Green Mountains,” 
die says. 

East and south of the Green 
Mountains, the local twang more closely 
resembles that of New Hampshire and 
southern New England. West of the 
mountains — including parts of north- 
ern New York — is where one finds what 
is generally considered to be the “real” 
Vermont accent. Or at least what’s left 
of it 

Like many other Yankee dialects, 
Vermont's accent traces its lineage to 
England and Scotland. Despite that 
shared history, the Vermont lilt is 
noticeably dissimilar from die better- 
known dialects found in Massachusetts 
or Maine. 

Among the key distinctions is what 
Roberts calls fronting and raising. 
Fronting is a speech characteristic that 
turns a word like “cow” into “kee-ow.” 
Raising elongates vowel sounds - “i" in 
particular — so that a word like “kite" 
becomes “koit.” 

Another key component of Vermont 
speech is a glottal stop that takes the 
place of the “t” sound, so that “Milton” 
becomes “Mil-'un,” “Vermont" becomes 
“Vermon'." Roberts points out that 
die glottal stop is common in certain 
strains of British English, particularly 
in working-class dialects, where a word 
like “city” becomes “d-’y." 

Tunbridge filmmaker John O'Brien 
has logged many hours with old-time 
Vermonters, most notably for his 1996 
mockumentary , Man With aPlan, which 
chronicled the unlikely Congressional 
campaign of elderly Vermont farmer 
Fred Tuttle. Many viewers of the film 
may need subtitles to parse the glori- 
ously thick accents of Tuttle and his 

“I always thought Fred's friend 
Kermit Glines had the classic Vermont 
accent,” O’Brien says. “Kermit never said 
much, but when he did speak it sounded 
something like a Yorkshire cattle auc- 
tion on a transistor radio." 

Perhaps a more well-known example 
of the Vermont dialect comes from Rusty 
DeWees, a local — though non-native — 
actor and comedian. He’s made a career 
of caricaturing the Vermont accent 
through his persona, and one-man show, 
“The Logger." 

“He’s a great example of what we 
call in linguistics ‘performance speech,'” 
says Roberts. “In other words, he does a 
great job of picking out features that are 
most salient. And he exaggerates them 




so he sounds like the quintessential old 
Vermonter." 

DeWees, who was born in 
Philadelphia but grew up in Vermont, 
concedes his stage show is an act, an 
amalgam of various local characters 
and accents he's encountered and 
observed over the years. But even in 
casual speech, he naturally falls into a 
slight Vermont twang. 

“When I was a youngster, I worked 
with guys who had the accent," he says. 
“I took it in and enjoyed it” 

DeWees worked a variety of blue- 
collar jobs in Vermont, from truck driv- 
ing to construction. He says the cama- 
raderie with his fellow workers infused 
Vermont-speak into his own speech. 

“Your lexicon and tones change 
depending upon who you’re hanging 
around," he says. 

Roberts notes that accents generally 
tend to be strongest in working-class 
groups, which helps explain why what 
remains of the Vermont accent tends 
to be found in more rural parts of the 
state, especially in farming communities. 
But, much like the family farm is on the 
decline in Vermont, so, too, is the preva- 
lence of die Vermont accent. 


“It is kind of dying out," Roberts says. 
“Though that's sort of an oversimplifica- 
tion to say." As the state becomes less 
agricultural and incoming urbanites 
increasingly influence the culture, die 
Vermont accent is getting homog- 
enized into generic American- speak But 
Roberts says it's happening in stages. 

“It doesn't just happen in a genera- 


tion," she explains. "Different features 
weaken at different paces. And though 
die Vermont dialect may be weakening, 
it does so in its own special way.” 

Roberts also observes that certain 
aspects of the accent are actually in- 
creasing. She has found that, though the 
fronting and raising of vowel sounds 
is generally less noticeable, the glottal 


stop, particularly among younger — and 
mainly male — Vermonters, is more 
prominent. "The glottalization seems to 
be getting stronger rather than weaker,” 
she says. 

Even so, with the declining rural way 
of life in Vermont, “That's not neces- 
sarily the way younger people want to 
sound," Roberts says. “Unfortunately, 


farming is not as viable an occupation 
as it once was, so they need to find 
something else to do if they want to 
be successful. And, in some ways, suc- 
cess is disassociated with agriculture. 
Therefore, sounding that way is less 
popular than it once was." 

One might assume that to be the case 
with any strong regional accent, if it 


suggests to others a lack of sophistica- 
tion. But Roberts disagrees, saying that 
the prevalence of certain urban accents 
is actually on the rise. 

"[Accents] may be associated with 
working class or lower class, and for 
some people, that's not how they want to 
sound," she says. “But for others, that is 
how they want to sound. They’re proud 
of their working-class roots. So there 
isn't the same impetus for change in 
cities. And in rural areas, there is a huge 
amount of change going on.” 

Roberts adds that the influence of hip- 
hop has helped intensify urban vernacu- 
lar. “You don't have that in Vermont," she 
notes. “There’s not a similar rural hip- 
hop culture that continues to influence 
Vermont speech.” 

So, how unique is the Vermont accent? 

“There are only so many things you 
can do with your mouth. And in general, 
there probably isn't a feature in Vermont 
speech you can't find somewhere else," 
says Roberts. “But what makes a dialect 
unique is which features [its speakers] 
put together and in which words they 
do it." 

As DeWees might say, “Yer gosh 
dumed might." ® 


KERMII NEVER SAID MUCH, BUT WHEN HE DID SPEAK IT 

SOUNDED SOMETHING LIKE A YORKSHIRE 
CATTLE AUCTION ON A TRANSISTOR RADIO. 

JOHN O'BRIEN 




Get a Financial 
Check-Up! 

Are you certain that you're getting 
the best possible rate on your 
mortgage, loans and credit cards? 

We ll examine your credit score, and 
look for ways to repackage your 
commitments so that you have more 
money left to spend— or save! 

Call 866-80-LOANS, visit 
nefcu.com/checkup or stop 
into any branch. 
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Local, affordable, and on your side? 


President's Day Sale 



20% off Storewide 

May thru Monday 


• Handcrafts • Artwork • T-shirts 
• Photography • Flash Bags • Vermont 
Specialty Foods • Maple Syrup 
• Giftbaskets • Burlington Souvenirs 
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Explore the cuisine 
of Italy here in Vermont 



126 COLLEGE ST.. BURLINGTON 
802.863.5200 
WWW.LAMANTE.COM 


10 th ANNUAL ITALIAN 
REGIONAL DINNER SERIES 


Each week, in addition 
to our regular menu. 

3 COURSES for $35 

from a different region 

Tuscany February 21-24 
VenetO February 28- March 2 
Trentino March 6-9 
Sicily March 13-16 
Piedmont March 20-23 


Blade Runner 

An artist tests her mettle on the ice, and the canvas 



A friend texts me a photograph 
of bluebird skies with distant 
islands; it was taken from die 
black ice in the middle of die 
lake. You’d think I would he happy for 
him, right? The photo is so beautiful; I 
can’t stop going back to it, completely 
mesmerized but also admittedly envi- 
ous. Envious that he was out there, that 
he was brave enough to be on that ice. I 
am perfectly satisfied with my day undl 
I see that photo. 

The next day, a group of friends 
email to say diey're going out for a big 
lake skate. That probably means out 
to the middle of the very deep Lake 
Champlain. On the ice. Just a little layer 
of frozen water between them and die 
silty bottom. Word on the street is that 
the ice is 10 inches thick, completely 
adequate for a bunch of skaters and even 
some four- wheeling ice fishermen. 

So I should go, right? No. Too scared. 
Do you know what's under that ice? Inky 
black water that’s 33 degrees, at best. If 
you find a weak spot and fall in, God help 


you. But diese skaters are experienced. 
One is even from Canada. His mama 
may have been wearing skates when she 
birthed him. They do that up there, don't 
they? 

Still not going Second email arrives 
early on die morning of the skate. This 
one assures me that they can short -rope 
me in to keep me from dragging on the 
bottom of die bay, should the ice give. 
What I need to feel safe is to stay at home 
and paint. And drink coffee. That’s safe. 
Besides, I have a cold. Yeah, I'm sick. 

Eight a jn. If I leave in five minutes, I 
can meet them at the Malletts Bay boat 
launch and just skate around the dock. I 
don’t have to go out to where die water 
under die ice would be over my head; I 
can just check it out. I get my skates. 

Arriving right on time, I nervously 
grab my two screwdrivers and rope and 
head down to die dock. The screwdriv- 
ers are tied to a rope that goes dirough 
my jacket sleeves and around the backof 
my neck, just like mittens for toddlers. 
Then they’re taped dp-down to the rope 


ends, so I don't impale myself if I trip. 
But honestly, impalement sounds way 
better than sinking into the icy depths of 
Lake Champlain in February. 

Skates on, we head out. Am I going 
out? I guess, just for a bit. And besides, 
diis is just about getting a little Vitamin 
D; we Vermonters need that this time of 
year. Almost instantly, I am transformed. 
The beauty of the ice with its reflections 
and variety of marks on the surface is 
so unexpected. The ice keeps changing 
One moment it looks like frozen clouds 
floating in indigo, dien big bubbles 
under the surface, followed by Monet- 
like patterns that remind me of his water 
lily paintings. 

We skate out, and I am seduced by 
the safety in numbers idea. We come 


Katharine Montstieam is a Burlington 


See Katharine Montstrearrfs painting. 
"Black ice.' on this week's classified cover. 



to a fissure that has probably formed 
overnight. This giant crack runs across 
the bay and has opened to reveal dark, 
scary water creeping up from its depths. 
We find a narrow spot and, one by one, 
we cross. Breathe. 

We head out and I dig in my pocket 
for my camera. The first five minutes 
into the skate, I'm so startled by the 
landscape that I'm certain I can’t paint 
it. No way could I capture the feeling of 
this ice. So I just drink in die views, and 
don't even entertain the idea of making 

In what feels like the middle of the 
lake, we find three ice fishermen all set 
up. Their four-wheelers are loaded with 
gear, a giant auger bungeed to the back 
of one of them. Perfectly drilled holes 
allow the fishermen access to the water, 
and their buckets are ready for thecatch. 
They reel up perch after perch at an 
alarming rate. The men seem completely 
at ease. That's reassuring. 

It's goingon mid -morning and I need 
to get back soon. We look south and see 
the Colchester Island Line, north and 
see die Soudi Hero Causeway. I never 
thought I would get this far. I make an 
announcement: I’ve got to head back. No 


big deal, I will just stay on the original 
skate marks. Someone offers to escort 
me, but he would lose the group, and I 
don't feel it’s necessary. I got this. 

I head back and stop to see the fisher- 
men, who ask if I got lost. “No,” I reply, “I 
just gotta get back to work.” I explain my 
strategy of taking the same route. In a 
heavy French Canadian accent the man 
tells me to be careful - “De ice changes." 
Oh. 

With this new information, I decide 
to skate back like Eric Heiden. No, like 


Apolo Ohno. Really, really fast; just 
“git 'er done.” Rinny, I didn’t notice on 
die way out how eerie the shifting ice 
sounds. This echo is coming from all 
around, sounding like distant thunder, 
or a dying whale. Why is it so loud now? 
And where did this headwind come 
from? 

About half way back, I wonder. What 
the hell did I just do? My friends are 
now about three miles away. Should 


the unthinkable happen... My thoughts 
wander to die worst-case scenario: Do 
I really have the strength to pull myself 
and what would be a 50-pound-soaking- 
wet parka out of a hole in the ice? With 
two litde screwdrivers? I had to get back 
to work. Work? Do I even have a job? 
Shit! 

Shut up and skate, shut up and skate, 
shut up and skate. It becomes my mantra. 

I come to die big fissure and try not 
to think that, at any moment, another 
could open. I cautiously cross it. 


Shut up and skate, shut up and skate, 
shut up and skate. 

The boat launch is in die distance, 
and I should be there in five to 10 min- 
utes. People are skating ahead in the 
bay. This is good sign. Today, I have 
challenged myself in a big way and I am 
almost there. The stupid college quote 
under my yearbook photo read, “Life is 
either a daring adventure or nothing at 
all.” That's total horse poop, if it’s meant 


to describe myself. But today, I'm living 
by it 

Ice boaters are launching as I arrive 
on shore. The dozen pair of boots we'd 
left lined up along the dock brings a 
smile to my face. I imagine the group 
being relieved to see mine gone, know- 
ing I returned safely and they don’t have 
to call the search-and-rescue team. I get 
out my phone and text my husband, my 
best friend and my pals on the ice, who 
may be somewhere near Canada by now. 
Just three words: “Off the ice.” I feel my 
blood pressure drop. 

Arriving home, I have this over- 
whelming urge to paint the ice. It's a 
puzzle, a really hard one. How do you 
make ice look frozen and not like open 
water? I have no idea, but a blank canvas 
is ready to go. I don't even get out of my 
sweaty skate clothes before starting on 
an oil paintingof the morning’s skate. 

Six p.m., still working. Abandoned 
everything else I was going to do today: 
no shower, no dinner started, didn't hang 
the pictures I promised. Just painting. 

I admit to praying for snow as much 
as the next person, but apparently there 
is at least one advantage to a cold and 
snowless winter: black ice on the lake. ® 


I COME TO THE BIG FISSURE AND TRY NOT TO THINK THAT. 
AT ANY MOMENT. ANOTHER COULD OPEN. 



LIMITED PASSES THIS HOLIDAY WEEK (2/17-2/23) 
ONLY 50 PASSES AVAILABLE PER DAY. 

PURCHASE ONLINE AT 

jaypeakresort.com/daypass JAY PEAK 


Clubhouse Grille 


NOW SERVING THE AREA’S 

BEST MEXICAN CUISINE 

• with Chef Tosca • 

Dinner Thursday - Sunday from 5 -9:30pm. 

# 

Looking For a Lighter Bite ? 

Enjoy a range of items from homemade guacamote and salsa 
to chicken tortillas, homemade soups and salads 

Really Hungry? 

Then try our fish tacos, enchiladas, seafood 
fajita platter, beef tenderloin or braised 
lamb shanks. 

Go to jaypeakresort.com to see our full menu. 

Call 802.988.2770 to make a reservation. 
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PUMP HOUSE RATES 

$35 Adults (15+) • $25 Kids 14-141 
FREE Kids 3 and under 
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The post-Irene saga of Waitsfield's MINT Restaurant & Tea Lounge 
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T he first sign of trouble at 
Waitsfield's MINT Restaurant 
& Tea Lounge came around 
noon on die day Tropical 
Storm Irene hit Vermont — August 28, 
2011. A neighbor popped his head in to 
tell owners Savitri Bhagavati and Iliyan 
Deskov that "there might be a problem" 
with the nearby river. 

A short time later, they learned 
water was being turned off in the 
building, which stands on Waitsfield’s 
Bridge Street, a few hundred yards 
from the Mad River. Floodwater was 
filling a nearby parking lot. The couple 
closed up and carted out their rubbish. 
“Essentially, we saved die trash,” quips 
Deskov, the chef. 

And litde else The 1100-square-foot 
vegetarian eatery eventually succumbed 
to four feet of water, which ruined its 
kitchen equipment, food, furniture, and, 
of course, walls and carpeted floors. 
When Bhagavati saw some of their white 


upholstered chairs bobbing in die water, 
the scale of the disaster “kind of hit me," 
she recalls. 

Still, in die back of her mind was 



a beam of light in the storm: MINT 
was covered by flood insurance, which 
the couple had purchased when they 
opened die business in 2009. “Thank 
God,” Bhagavati remembers thinking. 


you COMMIT 10 REBUILDING, 
AND THEN you FIND 001 

EVERYTHING YOU'VE 
DONE IS FUTILE. 


That was then. Over the ensuing 
months, MINTs quest to rebuild would 
become a cautionary tale for other 
Vermont restaurants about the bureau- 
cratic labyrindi of insurance and the 
inherent risks of doing business on a 


floodplain — even for those who think 
they’ve covered all their bases. 

When Bhagavati and Deskov opened 
MINT in the Waitsfield Hotel building, 
diey were fresh from Los Angek'S and 
unfamiliar widi life on a 100 -year flood- 
plain like the one where dieir new busi- 
ness partially resided. Still, being careful 
people, they opted for a National Flood 
Insurance Program policy, which then 
cost about $350 a year and insured them 
for up to $20i000. After the May floods 
of 2011, Bhagavati upped that to $50,000. 

Created in 1968 by Congress, NFIP is 
a sort of “court of last resort” for those 
who reside in areas prone to flooding, 
according to Robert Desaulniers, the 
New England manager of NFIP for 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. NFIP coverage is sold through 
local agents, administered by a carrier, 
and guaranteed and paid out by the fed- 
eral government 

If that sounds complicated, it is. 
Bhagavati purchased MINT'S policy 
through Denis, Ricker & Brown in 
Montpelier, which asked her to fill out 
a questionnaire about her business. The 
agency forwarded that to NFIP, which 
approved it and issued the policy. 

The day after Irene, when Bridge 
Street looked like a muddy war zone 
filled with ruined furniture, equipment 
and dazed business owners, Bhagavati 
and Deskov mucked out alongside their 
neighbors. As they pushed mud out of 
die eatery, they kept dieir phone cam- 
eras fully charged and diligendy took 
pictures of every bit of damage. Buoyed 
by the fact that they were covered, “We 
never really thought about not coming 
back. Our work started right away," says 
Bhagavati. 

The couple’s landlord, Norman 
Abend, eventually replaced the restau- 
rant's walls and floors, which took about 
diree months. “When something gets 
flooded, mud gets deposited in places 
you never thought it could,” says Abend. 
Also during the fall, an independent 
adjuster for NFIP arrived to survey the 
damage. 

As Bhagavati and Deskov waited 
to get back into the space, they served 
up lunches in the basement of the 
Waitsfield United Church of Christ In 
late November, they were finally able 
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Downtown Prime 

A STEAK HOUSE WILL REPLACE SAKURA BAN A 
ON CHURCH STREET 

As longtime owner of halvorson's upstreet caf! tm 
halvorson knows a tiring or two about what Church 
Street diners want As soon as this summer, he’ll open a 
steak house just two doors up from his existing restau- 
rant, in the space left vacant hy Sakura Bana Japanese 
Restaurant when it closed last month. 



Not just any steal; house, either. “My hope is to do a 
high-end USDA Prime steak house," says Halvorson. “I 
think there's a market for it. Even in big cities, USDA is a 

Halvorson is still in the early stages of cleaning and 
remodeling the dining room and kitchen of his new 
restaurant. He hopes to knock down a wall and connect 
the steak house's kitchen with the one at Halvorson's, 
allowing staff to go back and forth. He’s already inter- 
viewing chefs to command the team that will be broiling 
top- quality steaks and making seafood appetizers. 

“Since Delmonico's in New York, there probably 
hasn't been an original idea [for a steak house]. It's 
just about picking and choosing for this marketplace,” 
Halvorson says. His choices will include plenty of the 
genre's classics, including wedge and chopped salads 
and sides of creamed spinach for the wet-aged hunks of 
beef. 

Halvorson also foresees a booming “grown-up” 
bar scene for the restaurant, which will initially open 
only for dinner. “I hope it’s a busy place where people 
feel like they can come in and share,” he says. “We 
really want the full steak house experience.” A meaty 
proposition. 


iBienvenidos! 

THE MAD TACO. 72 MAIN STREET. 
MONTPELIER, 228-6038 
The wait is over. This 
weekend, die maotaco 
finally threw open the 
doors of its second location, 
in Montpelier, rolling out 
hearty Mexican breakfasts 
and farm-to-table tacos 
stuffed with the likes of pork 
belly and achiote chicken. 
The runup to the occasion 
wasn’t without drama. 

The 18-seat eatery is a 
collaboration between die 
owners of nearby three penny 
taproom and joey nagy. chef 
at the Mad Taco's original 
Waitsfield location. Both 
use meat and produce from 
local farms, but whereas 
Waitsfield concentrates on 
lunch and dinner, diners 
in the capital can also fill 
themselves up with huevos 
rancheros and patatas bravas 
in the morning and dishes 
sudi as ceviche later in the 
day. Co-owner scott kerner 
says chef laura Thompson 
(formerly of Parker pie co.) 
may also serve up tripe, 
oxtail and other out-of-the- 
ordinary bites. 

The eatery was originally 
slated to open in December, 
but the owner of neighbor- 
ing charlie 0’S, JEFF JACOBS, 
allegedly objected to the 
owners' plan to install a hood 
system on die roof facing 
his business, which was key 
to having a fryer inside die 
taqueria. 

In a release dated 
February 12, the Mad Taco 
owners claim that they em- 
barked on the project with 
Jacobs’ verbal approval, only 
to be met with resistance 
on the eve of installation. 
They decided to install the 
hood on the other side of the 
building, die letter continues, 
but began to believe Jacobs 
would continue to appeal 
zoning decisions on their 
behalf, citing fire concerns. 

Rather dian pay rent on 
an empty space, the Mad 
Taco's owners decided to 


move ahead without a fryer, 
but the experience left its 

mark. “We believe that 
this town is not owned and 
operated by one man, but by 
the collective people... It's 
unfortunate that die whims 
of one person could cost a 
group of entrepreneur’s [sic] 
like ourselves thousands of 
dollars in wasted resources, 
time and effort," reads the 
press release. 

jesse Jacobs, property 
manager widi Montpelier 
Property Management, 
refuted some of the barbs 
against his father. The elder 
Jacobs never offered verbal 
approval, he says, and he was 
most concerned with the 
potential fire hazard — he 
hoped to see drawings of 
the hood system that were 
never offered. "There’s this 
perception we don’t want 
businesses coming to town 
unless we’re going to be 
renting it. That’s not true. 
The more businesses that 
are successful in downtown 
Montpelier, the better it is 
for all of us.” 

No fryer means the Mad 
Taco had to nix plans for 
fried fish tacos and churros, 
among other dishes. Kerner 
wouldn't comment on the 
kerfuffle, but remained 
upbeat “It didn't hurt us too 
much," he says. “We had a 
great weekend, and we’re 
very excited.” 

Growing 

Markets 

CITY MARKET AND 
HEALTHY UVING TO OPEN 
NEW LOCATIONS 
Ever wished you could 
shop at city market without 
venturing into, well, the 
city? General manager cum 
nilan has announced that the 
co-op board plans to open a 
second neighborhood loca- 
tion in the greater Burlington 

G2G Research Group, a 
California-based consulting 
company that specializes 


in market research for food 
co-ops, identified the need 
for a second store. It men- 
tioned City Market's “very 
high sales-per-square-foot 
performance level” and 
par long issues as indicators 
diat shoppers might have 
a better experience if they 


weren’t all packed into one 
location. Two less-crowded 
stores with easier parking, 
instead of one congested one, 
looked like the obvious way 
to go, says Nilan. 

The researchers examined 
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February 18 th & March 3 ,d 
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EBT/Debit Cards Now Accepted at the Ma 
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Claim: Denied «R4z 


to begin renovation, using a combina- 
tion of funds: a loan from the Vermont 
Economic Development Authority; 
a grant from the Mad River Valley 
Community Fund; private donations; 
and their own credit cards. The cost of 
rebuilding added up to about $40,000, 
on topof lost revenues from four months 
of lost business. 

On December 19, shordy before 
their planned reopening, Bhagavati 
and Deskov received “the letter.” Their 
carrier. Union Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company, formally announced diat NFIP 
had denied their 
claim because 
the adjuster 
had determined 
that MINT was 
in a basement 

— defined as 
“any area of the 
building having 
its floor sub- 
grade (below 
ground leveD on 
all sides." While 
NFIP covers 
certain systems 
losses in a base- 

as fuel tanks, 
heating systems 
and the like — it 

The restau- 
ment location 
to Bhagavati, 

Deskov and Abend, who says that 
nowhere in his own insurance policy 
does it state that the building even has a 
basement. The space does not meet the 
definition of basement by die town of 
Waitsfield's standards, either. "Because 
you can walk into MINT from ground 
level, I would not consider diis a base- 
ment," writes Susan E. Senning, the 
town’s planning and zoning administra- 
tor. “However, insurance definition and 
rules are different." When Bhagavati 
and Deskov had an engineer look at 
MINT after NFIP’s denial, diey found 
that the restaurant was technically 3 Vi 
inches below grade, or ground level. 

To visit MINT, you need to walk down 
arailroad-tie step froman alley, then de- 
scend another step inside die restaurant. 
Somewhere in those two steps lies the 
crucial 3 Vi-inch margin that cost the 
couple $38,285.30 in rebuilding costs 

- and left them responsible for future 


losses. “You are afraid, what if it happens 
again?” wonders Deskov. 

Above all, they wondered why they’d 
been sold a policy that was essentially 
no good. Examined more closely, the se- 
quence of events is almost Kafka- esque. 

When they applied for flood in- 
surance, Bhagavati filled out a ques- 
tionnaire that asked if her premises 
were on the “lowest floor only above 
ground level.” Believing MINT was a 
ground-floor establishment — as did 
her landlord — and unaware of the cor- 
responding elevation requirement, site 
affirmed this. 

Who verifies such a claim? In some 


surance agent 
asks for an 
elevation cer- 
tificate, which 
attests to die 
level of a build- 
ing’s lowest 
floor relative 
to the ground. 
In MINTS 
case, none was 
required or 
requested. No 
agent or engi- 
neer visited, and 
die application 
was approved. 
When die same 
space flooded 
back in 1998, the 
NFIP claim had 
been paid. 

But after 
Irene, with 
NFIP experi- 
encing its own 
flood of claims, those 3 Vz inches sud- 
denly mattered. “Basements are a big 
deal," when it comes to NFIP claims, 
says Desaulniers. “The rules have to be 
die same for everybody, and they have 
to be applied evenly. Nobody has the au- 
thority to say, ‘OK, we’ll make an excep- 
tion for a business.' It’s a federal product 
diat can’t be interpreted loosely. As a 
result, there can be a tot of angst spent 
because people weren't aware of the 
policy conditions." 

Bhagavati and Deskov 's denial letter 
arrived less than two weeks before 
MINT was slated to open. “This pulled 
the rug from under our feet,” says 
Deskov. The kicker: The letter arrived at 
die same time as an offer to renew their 
flood insurance. 








=^= Continued I 


before the classifieds • 


GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


nsiDEcfe/zes 

I I CONTINUED FROM PAGE 43 


the micropopulations of 
the Archibald Street area 
in northern Burlington, 
downtown Winooski and 
the South End Pine Street 
corridor to see which could 
best sustain a new market. 
According to Nilan, Pine 
Street won out, but that 
doesn’t mean City Market 
is shopping South End real 
estate just yet. “We have to 
really begin our internal pro- 
cess ” he explains. "We work 
with a board of directors. We 
have to vet a project against 

projected opening date this 
early in the process. But 
don’t count out Winooski 
or Archibald Street just yet. 
Either could become the 
location for yet a third City 
Market, he says. 

More than 100 miles 
from Burlington, in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., 


HEALTHY LIVING MARKET is 

opening its own second 
location. Construction of 
the 35,000-square- foot store 
will most likely begin this 
summer. Like the South 
Burlington Healthy Living, 
the new market will feature 
a cafe and learning center, 
as well as a full-service meat 
and Bsh counter. 

The college town will get 
a little healthier — and tastier 
— when the market opens in 
January 2013. 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
In the last three years, 133 
North Main Street in St 
Albans' J.C. Penney Shopping 
Center has been home to 
BETTY'S BEEF & SEAFOOD and 

Jems place. Last week, 
that space saw a complete 
departure from that home- 
style American trend — the 


opening of yama Japanese 
restaurant, which special- 
izes in hibachi-style dishes, 
says mike LI, translating for 
owner baoxing chen. Diners 
shouldn’t expect a koto- 
style show, warns Li. These 
hibachi steaks are cooked 
in die safety of die kitchen. 
The sushi, including several 
different eel rolls, is alre 
ady getting high marks from 
customers, claims Li. 


Gordon Ramsay, die fiery 
British chef who has made 
his career as much from 
revamping failing eater- 
ies on camera as from his 
culinary prowess, traveled to 
Windsor's Juniper Hill Inn 
earlier this mondi for an up- 
coming episode of his “Hotel 
Hell” television series. 

A centurv-old, 28-room 
mansion. Juniper Hill Inn 
has been known for its 
somewhat formal vibe. 


No longer: After Gordo’s 
visit, the inn has a brand- 
new bar, blue bar, widi a 
tavern menu filled with 
comfort-food dishes such as 
country pSte with Mapleland 
Farms maple mustard and 
a porchetta sandwich widi 
fennel slaw, according to 
innkeeper Robert dean. New 
chef GIULIAN jones is also 
carrying an approachable 
farm-to-table menu into die 
more formal madb.yn's dining 
room, with pan-seared trout 
and red-wine braised lamb 
shank among the fare. 

“He is a power to be 
reckoned with," says Dean of 
Ramsay. “He is directed and 
insightful. It was a once-in-a- 
lifetime experience." 

A producer for “Hotel 
Hell" says the episode should 
air sometime this spring on 
the FOX network. 


The couple contacted the state's 
Department of Banking, Insurance, 
Securities andHealth Care Administration 
for assistance. BISHCA officials, though 
sympathetic, didn't believe the agent had 
sold them a policy in error and said they 
had no authority to force NFIP to pay up. 
A letter from Hickok & Boardman, a sister 
agency to Denis, Ricker & Brown, also 
expresses regret for MINT’S situation, but 
asserts diat "[Bhagavati's] loss is not due 
to any fault of DRB" and that “her dispute 
is widi die issuer of her policy, NFIP, with 
respect to it's [sic] definition of 'basement,' 
and with die NFIP adjuster who deter- 
mined diat her premises were located 
below grade level.” 

“Therein is the argument we’ve 
been trying to make to FEMA. Whose 
definition of a basement does it meet?” 
says Michael Boardman, senior vice 
president of Hickok & Boardman. He 
says his agency has been wrangling widi 
FEMA on behalf of its clients regarding 
any numberofclaims. But basements are 
more “black and white. The crux of the 
matter is that specific definition.” 

Boardman wouldn’t comment on 
MINT'S claim specifically, but he noted 
that NFIP, for all its disputed denials, 


“has paid millions of dollars in flood 
claims after Irene.” 

On a recent afternoon, MINT buzzes 
with lunchtime customers tucking into 
richly flavorful, vegetarian rice bowls, 
lentil soup and salads. Sun spills inside 
through broad front windows feeing an 
alley. Inside, the eatery is still colorful, 
widi abstract painted murals; and more 
spacious now. too, with an undulating 
maple bar, shimmery purple curtains 
and an open kitchen. 

One front window, though, still bears 
faint marks indicating how high die 
floodwaters rose during Irene. Through 
all of the cleaning and rebuilding, 
Bhagavnti kept them intact as a reminder 
of what happened there. 

The space is serene and elegant, yet, 
talking with Bhagavati and Deskov, one 
gets a sense of how precarious their 
business’ survival might be. The couple 
have nothing but kind words for their 
neighbors, their landlord and state agen- 
cies, but they still feel intensely vulner- 
able to another flood. 

“You commit to rebuilding, and then 
you find out everydiing you've done is 
futile," says Bhagavati with a sigh. She’s 
delayed filingan appeal with FEMA until 


she’s sure it does not preclude seeking 
legal damages. “We’re not people who 
get depressed easily, but this has been 
really bad.” 

When it rams heavily, water still seeps 
into the front part of the restaurant; the 
couple have been forced to close for ser- 
vice twice since reopening. Abend is ex- 
ploring a solution, but he sounds weary 
after the Irene ordeal. “I’m 80 years old 
and getting tired," says the landlord, who 
eventually recouped about 40 percent of 
his own $175,000 loss. 

“We had insurance. We were pre- 
pared," says Bhagavati. “Who could tell 
me what I should have done? No one can 
tell me what I should have done. I would 
urge everyone to look into their own 
situation to make sure they are covered.” 

It’s sage advice: Boardman says that 
in the wake of Irene, his agency is selling 
more flood insurance: “A lot more people 
are interested in having flood insurance 
that didn't have it before." 

If another catastrophic flood hits 
Vermont, NFIP insurance could spell 
the difference between survival and 
ruin for many. But, as Bhagavati and 
Deskov have learned, the gray areas can 
get you.® 
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Diner on Fire 

Taste Test: El Cortijo Taqueria Y Cantina 

BY ALICE LEVITT 


§ 



T here's nothing all that wrong 
with most of the Mexican res- 
taurants in the Burlington area. 
Even 10 years ago, Vermonters 
probably would have been thrilled just 
to have more than 10 spots in Chittenden 
County serving soudi-of-the-border 
fere. Now we have options ranging from 
the slightiy-better-than-Taco-Bell of- 
ferings of Moe’s Southwest Grill to the 
sometimes-opulent margaritas at El 
Gato Cantina. 

But, thanks to foodie TV programs 
and travel, today's Burlingtonians are 
a tough crowd to satisfy. Many lament 
that diey still haven’t found simple, fresh 
food that's more Mexican than Tex-Mex. 

They may finally find an answer to 
dieir prayers in El Cortijo Tiiqueria Y 
Can ti na. Between carefully sourced (read: 
good-quality) nonseasonal ingredients 
and the use of local foods when possible, 
El Cortijo does the near impossible: It 
brings the taste of a sunny Mexican 
market square to gray, wintry Burlington. 

El Cortijo, which translates as "die 
farmhouse," shares widt the Farmhouse 
Tap & Grill its owners, Catamount 
Hospitality, and its chef Phillip Clayton. 
In many ways, however, the newer restau- 
rant, which opened at lunchtime on New 
Year’s Eve, has met its goals with more 
success than its big brother did. Over two 
visits, the menu offered no major disap- 
pointments and several home runs. 

Before we get to tastes, though, a 
word about visual aesthetics. In its first 
week open, El Cortijo's exterior came 
under fire from RoadsideOnline, a web- 
site that curates information on histori- 
cal diners. The neon-orange-and-blue 
awning and candv-colored sign added 
to the 1954 Mountain View brand diner 
inspired writer Randy Garbin to call it 
"Burlington's Taco Hell." 

Diners who aren’t diner purists, 
though, may find the building's interior 
more or less the same, minus its origi- 
nal seats and with a new wooden bar 
edged in the awning's colors. Both bar 
and booths were fun places to park for a 
casual meal, complete with food photos 
above the counter that reminded me of 
ordering at American Steakhouse as a 
kid. The bathroom is something special. 
Suffice it to say. you may feel guilty sul- 
lying die toilet. 


Even on a recent Monday evening El 
Cortijo was packed, but fortunately two 
spots were available at the counter. Widi 
only 35 seats to offer, the restaurant’s 
owners encourage takeout “Don’t freak 
out ... If we're full, simply place your order 
to go,” the laminated placemat menu in- 
structs. Online ordering is coming soon, 
as are inexpensive lunch combos, which 
will make it even easier for me to bring 
tacos back to my desk at Seven Days. 

I'D be sure to order the lengua taco 
when I do. Yes, that means tongue, and 
no, you don't need to grimace. Just think 
of it as cubes of beautifully braised, 


flavorful beef with an appealing crisp- 
ness on the outside. Paper-diin, pink 
slices of radish add color, but most of the 
wrap’s flavor comes from a dense help- 
ing of cilantro and the best salsa verde 
I’ve had in Vermont. 

That salsa verde is El Cortijo’s secret 
weapon: Anything it touches turns 
almost overwhelmingly delicious. Its 
tanginess made me salivate, and a pleas- 
ant burn grew with each bite. 

I chose it instead of die salsa roja 
with my order of salsa y guacamole. 
The rumors are true The chips at El 
Cortijo, kept warm in a contraption 


that resembles a movie theater popcorn 
machine, don't automatically come with 
your meal. With salsa, diough, they’re 
just an extra $2.50. Add guacamofe and 
it's $6, well worth the expense, since die 
portion is large enough to make a meal 
The guac was suitably creamy and more 
flavorful than many I've sampled locally, 
but I wouldn't have minded a little more 
lemon or cumin. Mixed with a bit of 
salsa verde, though, it was perfect. 

Nearly every one of the nine tacos on 
die menu — along widi daily specials — 
has a different sauce. Only the lengua 
and spice-rubbed pulled chicken share 
the verde. No complaints diere, though 
I found the latter taco to be slighdy 
overfilled with lettuce I want meat to 
dominate, not serve as an accent. 

Filler wasn't a problem in most of the 
tacos. They’re small, but three are plenty 
to make a meal. At $3.50 to $450 each, 
I found diem a good value, considering 
die labor involved in handmaking every- 
diing from tortillas to queso fresco, and 
die cost of high- quality, line-caught fish 
or grass-fed beef. 

The former appears in the form of 
ceviche and a crispy fish taco* so delicately 
fried I could barely tell where batter 
ended and fish began. I loved the tart 
purple cabbage slaw diat dressed it, toa 

The cerdo taco, filled with slices of 
barbecued pork shoulder, was also note- 
worthy. Like a black-on-black outfit, the 
dish was composed of layered smoke 
flavors: first local pig, then pleasandy 
spicy chipode sauce. The taste trend was 
broken only by the smooth and yielding 
corn tortilla and some lettuce shreds. 

Though not usually a drinker, I 
couldn't resist the call of the “caliente” 
margarita, flavored with jalapeno es- 
sence. Fresh lime juice sweetened with 
agave nectar gave die drink a sweet-and- 
sour edge on which to balance a power- 
ful burn that ran down my throat with 
each sip. The salt-rimmed cocktail isn't 
so much a whisde wetter as a mainevenL 

Without a doubt. El Cortijo caters 
to meat eaters and fans of booze and 
beer (cans of Tecate reside in the cooler 
alongside local craft brews). But it’s also 
making an honest effort to please veg- 
etarian customers. 

From queso fundido to pepitas, or 
spiced pumpkin seeds, almost all the 
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appetizers are meatless or can be made 
that way; the tortilla soup, for instance, 
is available with or without chicken. 
The vegetarian camote taco, however, 
was my least favorite of the lot, with its 
centerpiece of chunky organic sweet 
potatoes, braised kale and the afore- 
mentioned pepitas. Itsguajillo salsa was 
the mildest, both in terms of spice and 
overall flavor, a fact that didn't help the 
soggy kale. 

I preferred that salsa when it ap- 
peared in two dishes at El 
Cortijo’s weekend 
brunch. The first 
was the $8.50 
huevos divor- 

ciados. That's 

"divorced eggs" 
you Americanos, a 
name that comes from 
the dish’s traditional cute 
plating. These 
easy eggs on tortillas just 
can't seem to get along, 
customarily indicated by 
the banner of chilaquiles 
or refried beans between 

When I tried it at El 
Cortijo, the breakup ap- 
peared more amicable. 

The two eggs rested on 
separate tortillas atop 
a pile of melted queso 
fresco, but circles of red 
and green sauce rested 
between the two, along with a smatter- 
ing of cilantro and chopped raw onions. 
I guess those were community property. 
The black beans on the plate were a 
lovely addition, striking a vivid balance 
of fruity and earthy tones. 

We also sprang for the $3 side of 
breakfast potatoes. I'm not usually a 
hash-brown fan, but these were bril- 
liantly seasoned, crisp and layered with 
finely sliced onions and red peppers. 
Mint limeade was another nice touch, 
prepared that morning in the restau- 
rant's giant, counterside juicer. 

Chorizo tacos, stuffed with house- 
made sausage, could have used more 
spice, but they made a pleasant combi- 
nation with scallion-speclded scram- 
bled eggs, queso fresco and more of the 
mildguajillo salsa. 


Then I bit into die first truly memo- 
rable new dish of 2012. On paper, the 
tocino taco isn’t so different from die 
chorizo or even black-bean brunch op- 
tions. It has the same scrambled eggs 
and ample stuffing of cilantro. The dif- 
ference maker is the wow-worthy com- 
bination of ultra-creamy queso fundido, 
cubes of meaty housemade bacon and 
that lustrous, luscious salsa verde. For 
more dian an hour after I finished it, I 
felt restless, still tasting it and wanting 
more. Is there a better way 
to sum up burgeoning 
addiction? 

To put an end to 
the torture, I tried 
both of El Cortijo's 
desserts, which are 
available plated or 
prepackaged in wax 
grab and go. I 
chose the latter option. 

The Mexican brownie 
was dense and chocolaty, 
but benefited from un- 
dertones of cinnamon and 
coconut milk. It wasn't 
I had imagined. 
That is, until the final bite, 
which left my lips burning 
with a clump of unmixed 
chile flakes. 

To the surprise of 
this chocolate lover, I 
preferred the Mexican 
wedding cookies. Covered 
with powdered sugar, flavored with al- 
monds and a whisper of cinnamon, they 
crumbled with buttery elan. The $2 bag 
held three, but I could have easily eaten 
several bags in one sitting 

And that's the beauty of El Cortijo. 
With its small portions and prices to 
match, I can try kits of different treats 
— such as the stellar Navajo tacos, com- 
posed of ground goat meat and ‘‘three 
sisters” veggies (corn, beans, squash) on 
fry bread, a recent special prepared by 
former jDuino! (Duende) chef Richard 
Witting. Or I can simply gorge on my fa- 
vorites. Tocino taco, I'm loo long at you. ® 


THE SALSA VERDE 
IS EL CORTIJO'S 
SECRET WEAPON: 





calendar 


WED. 15 

activism 

ADVOCACY TRAINING: Folk:, learn how to ef- 
fectively stand up for affordable housing and 
land conservation. Champlain Housing Trust. 
Burlington. 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 861-7378. 


business 

the Society of Financial Service Professionals 
presents "Overcoming Separation Anxiety: Why 
and Hov to Separate Your Wealth From Your 
Business' Baystale Financial Services, Colchester. 
1-3 p.m. $20: free for members. Info. 660-9639, 
KELLEY MARKETING MEETING Marketing. 

design professionals brainstorm ideas for local 
nonprofits over breakfast. Nonprofits seeking 

Champlain College. Burlington. 7:4S-9 am. Free. 
Info. 865-6495. 

MAD RIVER VALLEY MINI BUSINESS EXPO: Area 

High School students exhibit projects from their 
career-learning courses. Big Picture Theater & 
Cafe Waitsfield. 3-7:30 p.m.lnfo. 496-8994. 
MINDFUL SUCCESS CIRCLE NETWORKING 
GROUP: Service professionals and small- business 
owners strive to make a difference In their com- 

tatlon precedes an hourlong meeting and one- 
on-one connection time with peers. Shambhal a 
Meditation Center. Montpelier. 10:45 am.-12:30 
p.m. Free: preregister. Info. 225-S960. 

agement essentials at a dinner meeting hosted 
by the Cham plain Valley chapter of the Project 
Management Institute. Doubletree Hotel. South 
Burlington. S:30-8:15p.m. $25-35. Info. 735- 5359. 

IMPROV NIGHT: Fun- loving participants play 
' Whose Line Is It Anyway " style games in an 
encouraging environment. Spark Arts, Burlington. 
8-10 p.m. SS suggested donation. Info. 373-4703. 

community 

CHITTENDEN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING 


education 

NURSERY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE Folks drop by 

grams, accepting environment and opportunities 
for sharing and play. Shelburne Nursery School. 
1-2:30 p.m. Free. Info. 985-3993. 



’SCARFACE': A mobster goes on a killing streak 

Hawks and Richard Rosson's bloody 1932 crime 
drama. set In Prohibltl on-era Chicago. Spaulding 
Auditortum. Hopkins Center. Dartmouth College. 
Hanover. N.H., 7 p.m. $5-7. Info 603-646-2422. 
TOMBOY': As the new kid on the block, a 10-year- 

go with It In CPIine Sclamma's French drama. 
Catamount Arts Center. St. Johnsbury. 1:30 p.m. & 
5:30 p m $4-7. Info, 748-2600. 

YOUNG ADULT: A divorcee returns to her small 
hometown, bent on winning back her hlgh- 
school flame. In Jason Reitman's 2011 dramedy. 
CatamountArtsCenter.St.Johnsbury.130 p.m.& 


health & fitness 

ACTIVE AGAINST CANCER: Author, athlete and 


op. Montpelier. S:30-7 p.m. Free: preregister' Info. 
223-8004. ext. 202. lnfo9hurgermountain.com. 
ACUPUNCTURE CLINIC: Folks experience the 
therapeutic craft of licensed acupuncturist Julie 
Suarez Cormier. City Market. Burlington. 4-6 p.m. 

DISCOVERING YOUR INNER STABILITY: Cant 


COMMISSION MEETING: The public is invited to 
attend a gathering of this organization fostering 

resources In Chittenden County. 110 West Canal 
Street. Suite 202 Winooski. 5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
846-4490, ext. 21. 


Kundalmi yoga tal chi, Rolfing Movement 

stabilize spines, strengthen muscles and main- 
tain flexibility. Healthy Living South Burlington. 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Free: preregister. Info. B63-2S69, 
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FEB.21 

Renaissance 

Woman 

When Xuefei Vang was a young 
girl, she’d heard of the violin 
and the piano, but not the guitar. 
It’s no big mystery why: She 
was born in China in 1977, just 
a year after the decade-long 
Cultural Revolution ended. The 
movement's heavy restrictions 
on musical composition and 
performance effectively stunted 
the country’s musical culture 
— and, as the first-ever guitar 
major at Beijing's Central 
Conservatory ofMusic, Yang 
helped spur its rebirth. Now 
heralded as one of the world's 
top classical guitarists, she comes 
to Middlebury College with a 
mixed repertoire, including Isaac 
Albeniz’s Asturias. Leo Brouwer's C 
Johann Sebastian Bach’s Violin Sor 



XUEFEI YANG 

Tuesday, February 21. 7:30 p.m, at 
Concert Hall. Mahaney Center for the Arts. 
Middlebury College. $6-25. Info, 443-6433. 
mlddlebury.edu/arts 

uitar Sonata and her own arrangement of 
ita no. 1 in G Minor. 



Talkin’ ’Bout an Evolution 

Tlie Native American creation story tells of 
the continents growing from small bits of 
the ocean floor piled atop die backof a giant 
sea turde. With that folktale as its namesake, 

Turde Island Quartet — self- described as “the sprucepeakarts.org 
string quartet for the next century” — hints 
at its intentions of rebuilding classical music 

from die ground up. Adding to a history of genre-jumping forays into jazz, folk, 
blucgrass and hip-hop, the foursome turns to rock in its most recent, 25th- 
anniversary album Have You Ever Been..? This collection of newly arranged 
Jimi Hendrix music deconstructs electric-guitar solos for violin, viola and cello 
in a way diat OfiBeat Magazine calls “immediately thrilling" 


TURTLE ISLAND QUARTET 

Saturday. February 18. 8 p.m.. 
at Spruce Peak Performing 
Arts Center. Stowe Mountain 
Resort. $28. Info. 7604634. 



FEB.21 £22 1 MUSIC 


Hauling Brass 

Whether it’s a song of political protest or simply his 
own take on the South African street songs he heard 
growingup, Hugh Masekela's music comes with a side 
of activism. “I’m very concerned about giving back to my 
country by showing off what Africa has — because it’s 
limidess." the trumpeter once told Scotland's Herald. His 
homeland’s traditions and resilient people have certainly 
supplied rich subject matter throughout his nearly 60- 
year career — and though he’s sung anthems in support 
of freeing Nelson Mandela, it’s not all heavy stuff. 
Masekela’s latest release, named Jabulani for its joyous 
sound, pays homage to South African wedding practices. 
Say “I do” to this feast of music and dance, which comes 
to Hanover and Burlington this week. 

HUGH MASEKELA 

Tuesday. February 21. 7 p.m.. at Spaulding Auditorium. 
Hopkins Center, Dartmouth College, in Hanover. N.H. $10-40. 
Info. 603-646-2422. hop.dartmouth.edu 
Wednesday, February 22.7:30 p.m.,at Flynn MainStage in 
Burlington. $15-48. Info. 863-5966. flynntix.org 





! 
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THEATER 

The French 
Connection 

E very family has its secrets, but the 
Middlebury Community Players are 
about to let the skeletons out of the 
closet. Spanning four generations, time 
and place — the settings range from World 
War l-era France to present-day Lake Tahoe 
— Vermont playwright and director David 
Moats' An Afternoon in France explores 
familial ties through an unexpected 
discovery about the past. Though this 
marks the play's world premiere, the 
drama's not quite new; Moats, whose work 
has been produced by MCP four times 
already, completed writing it 12 years ago. 
Finally seeing it onstage "feels great," he 
says, "mainly because I've got a great cast 
of characters who are finding in the play 
what I meant to be there." 

AN AFTERNOON IN FRANCE' 

Thursday. February 16. through Saturday. February 
18. 8 p.m.. and Sunday. February 19. 2 pjn, at Town 
Hall Theater in Middlebury, $17. Info. 382-9222. 
town hal I theater.org 
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calendar 


READ BOOKS 


C ROW 



BOOKSHOP 


YOUR LOCAL SOURCE 
SINCE I99S 


14 CHURCH ST • BURLINGTON, VT 
CROWBOOKS.COM • (802) 862-0848 



Watch something LOCAL this week. 


ALL 2010 Model Bikes: 
50% OFF 

(get here early, these go first# 

ALL 2011 Model Bikes: 
30% OFF 

&Deals on Select 2012 Bikes! 


GROWING STRONGER: Seniors Increase their 
flexl bill ty and fortitude. Senior Citizen Center. 
Info. 865-0360. 8 

TUNG TAI CHI CHUAN: Madeleine Piat-Landolt 

benefits to well-being. McClure MultiGenerational 
Center. Burlington. 5:30-7 p.m. SIS. Info. 

4S 3-36 90. 

WOMEN’S WINTER WELLNESS SERIES: 

Motivational speaker, orthopedic nurse practitio- 
ner and athlete Carol Blattspieler helps folks of all 

Women's Source for Sports. South Burlington. 
6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 863-3233. 


kids 



convene for playtime and sharing. Dorothy Ailing 



CHESS CLUB: King defenders practice castling and 
various opening gambits with volunteer Robert 
Nichols. Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Montpelier. 5:30 
p.m. Free. Info. 223-3338. 

ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: Children and their adult 
ties and more. American Legion, Enosburg Falls. 


FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: Youngstersentertaln 



LETS LEARN JAPANESE!: Little linguists get a fun 
I ntro to the language and culture of the Land of 
the Rising Sun with Mlddlebury College student 
Jerry Romero, llsley Public Library. Middlebury. 
4:30-5:30 p-m.Free. Info 388-4097. 

MIDDLEBURY BABIES & TODDLERS STORY HOUR: 
Children develop eariy-llteracy skills through 

Middlebury. 10:30-U:15a.m. Free. Info. 388-4097. 
MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: Two- to 
5-year-otds (am out to rock-and-roll and world- 
beat tunes, Fletcher Free Library. Budlngton 
lM1:30a.m. Free. Info. 86S-7216. 

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: Tots ages 3 to S read 
picture books, play with puppets and do math ac- 
tivities. Brownell Library, Essex Junction 10-10:45 
a.m. Free. Info. 878-6956. 


music 

FARMERS NIGHT CONCERT SERIES: Continuing 
a series of winter entertainment begun in 
1923. 10-member group Wrensong offer choral 

Statehouse, Montpelier, 7:30 p.m. Free. Info, 800- 
322-5616, aclarkson@leg.state.vt.us. 

MUSIC 101: WORKSHOPS & CAFE: Burlington 
Ensemble tune up In a new series of open rehears- 
als. All Souls Interfaith Gathering. Shelburne. 



VALLEY NIGHT: Jeanne & the Hi-Tops grace the 
I ounge with blues, roots and soul . Big Picture 


agriculture 

LUNCH & LEARN: Anita Nadeau gives an introduc- 
tion to one of the largest famlllesof flowering 

noon-12:4S p.m. Free. Info. 658-2433. 


seminars 

SPEND SMART: Vermonters leam savvy skills 
for stretching bucks and managing money. 
Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity. 
Burlington. 10 a, m, -noon. Free. Info. 860-1417. exL 


THE NATIONAL GALLERY: LEONARDO LIVE': 

Theatergoers take a cinematic, walk-through 
tour of the UK art gallery’s sold-out exhibition 
Leonardo da Vine! : painter at the Court of Milan' 
Palace 9 Cinemas. South Burlington. 7 p.m. $1250 


season-pass holders. Info. 877-926-5866. 

talks 

ALLISON UNDERHILL: The program director of 


such as gardeni ng can equal an hour of anotr 

ics. Jaqulth Public Library. Marshfield, 7 p.m, F 
Info. 426-3581. Jaqulthpubllcllbrary@gmai l.co 

BIRDS OF VERMONT PRESENTATION: 

Ornithology- interested folks leam about the 

Backyard BirdCount project. South Burlingtor 
City Hall, 1-3 p.m. Donations accepted. I nfo. 41 
2167. museum@blrdsofvermont.org. 

BRIAN MOHR & EMILY JOHNSON: In 'Off PlStl 


DECOMISSIONING & ACCOUNTABILITY: A FUTURE 
WITHOUT VERMONT YANKEE: Panelists DebKatz. 
Chris Williams and Robert Stannard consider how 
to bring about a successful transition to sustain- 
able energy, and stricter decommissioning and 
operational standards going forward. Fletcher 
Free Library. Burl ington, 630-8:30 p.m. Free.lnfo. 

JEFFREY HOLLENDER: The cofounder and former 
CEO of Seventh Generation delivers a lecture as 
part of the School of Business Administration's 
Dean’S Leadership Speaker Series. Davis Center. 

M. Budlngton, 0:45 a.m.-124S p.m. Free. Info. 


MASTERMIND GROUP MEETING: Big drea 


community 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING ASSEMBLY: 

Residents of Ward 5 attend an election forum for 

and school board races. Public Works DepartmenL 
Budlngton 7-9 p.m.Free. Info. 865-7172 
THURSDAY NIGHT POTLUCKS: My precious! 
Twenty- and thlrtysomelhlngs discuss the 

me Rings film trilogy at an evening organized 
ty Burlington's First United Methodist Church 

Budlngton. 6-9 p.m. Free: bring a dish to share. 
Info. 881-3768. rachelstampul@gmall.com. 

conferences 

VERMONT COMMUNITIES IN A DIGITAL AGE 

involvement andenliven local communities 
Vermont Technical College. Randolph Center, 9 


THU. 16 


activism 

VERMONT LOBBY DAY: Citizens concerned ; 
government support fOr cancer research, pri 
tlon. early detection and patient care connei 
with state legislators. Cedar Creek Room, Ve 
Statehouse, Montpelier. 3:30-530 p.m. Free 
register. Info. 872-6330. hazel.hong@cancer 


)Y WOMAN'S CRAFT CONNECTION: In 


AUDITIONS FOR’CABIN FEVER FOLLIES': Singers, 
dancers storytellers. Jokesters and actors pitch 
their talents for a mud-season community variety 
show. Valley Players Theater. Waltsfield. 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Free: preregl ster. Info, 496-6651. valleyplay- 
ers@maddver.com. 

’M. BUTTERFLY: Based on Puccini’sopera and 
real events. David Henry Hwang's 1988 play is 
a tangled web of mystery and romance. Bri 
Opera House. White River Junction. 730 p.i 
60. Info. 296-7000. 


WINDOWS ON WALDORF Adultscatch up 

projects. Orchard Valley Waldorf School. E: 
Montpelier, 6:30-8:30 pm Free; preregist 
456-7400. 


GO RED FOR WOMEN. Josie Leavitt shares 
■Adventures In Cardiology" as the keynote si 
at a luncheon raising awareness about hear 


Budingtorx 10 a,m.-l p.m. SSO. Info. 878-7700. joy. 
blandford@heart.org. 

MEMBER-OWNER APPRECIATION DAY: Swing by 
the co-op to chat with local vendors, sample their 
wares, enter a raffle and get a free massage in the 

7 p.m. Northwoods Ice Craft hosts an ice-sculpbng 


IKS I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

iSfil CONNECT TO M.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLEO CELLPHONE FOR FRF. 
mobile 1 f'-TO-THE-MINU It CALENDAR EVCMS rt.US OTI ICR NEARBY RESTAURANTS Cl 
t MOVIE THEATERS AMI MORE. 







LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE ATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 


OPEN HOUSE: Visitors to the town's youth- 
focused nonprofit learn about its projects - and 
what they can do to help- while enjoying food, 

Milton Community Youth Coalition. 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Free: preregister. Info. 893-1009, kcombs® 
mlltonyouth.org. 

TAX ASSISTANCE: fax counselors straighten 

taxpayers with special attention to those 60 and 
over. Cal I ahead for an appointment. Brownell 
Library, Essex Junction. 9: IS a.m.-12:15 p.m. Free. 
Info. 878-6955, 

fairs &festivals 

MONTREAL EN LUMIERE Theater, circusarts. 
classical music, dance and puppetry collide In 
La Belle Vine's annual winter festival. Various 
locations. Montreal. 11:30 a.m.-midn!ght. Various 

schedule and details. Info. SI4- 288-9955. 


film 

FORKS OVER KNIVES': Lee Fulkerson's2011 




reversed by adopting a whole-food, plant-based 
diet Discussion follows. Brownell Library. Essex 
Junction, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 879-9670. 

INDEPENDENT LENS SERIES: Filmmaker Shukree 


Info. 748-2600. V 

SMALL TOWN GAY BAR - : Malcolm Ingram's 2006 
documentary profiles the few-and-far-between 

BCACenter. Burlington. 7p.m. Free. Info. 865 7166 
TOMBOY': See WED.1S. S:30 p.m. 


food & drink 

A MOSAIC OF FLAVORS Man Bista Introduces eat- 



Info. 861-9700. 

HEALING WITH TURMERIC: Participants make 
teas, dips and more from this herb with medicinal 
properties. City Market. Burlington, 5:30-6:30 
p.m. $5-10: preregister. Info. 861-9700. 


health & fitness 

DEEKSHA ENERGY CIRCLE: Essential oils sweep 
juvenating workshop with Pam Halton and Anne 
p.m. SS suggested donation. Info. 318-5329. 
HEALTHY PEOPLE. HEALTHY PLANET The 

Bradford Conservation Commission hosts a six- 

6:30-8 p.m. $10 for guidebook: preregister. Info. 
222-4536. bradfordpublicllbra!y®gmall.com. 
HEALTHY PEOPLE. HEALTHY PLANET A six- week 
reading and discussion series explores the link 
between human health andtheenvlronment. 
Topics Include preventive medicine, eating welt 

Library, 6:30-8 p.m. $15 for guidebook; preregis- 
ter. Info. 295-1232. quelibraSsover.net. 


kids 

CHINA SPEAKS YOUR LANGUAGE': The SilkRoad 
Duo brings together the pipa. flamenco guitar. 

grades 2 to 6. Chandler Music Hall. Randolph' 9:30 
am S6: preregister. Info, 431-0204. 
EARLY-LITERACY STORY TIME: Weekly themes 
educate preschoolers and younger children on 
basic reading concepts. Westford Public Library, 

11 am Free. Info. 878-5639. westford .pl®>vals. 
state.vLus. 


FLETCHER PLAYGROUP: Little ones make use 
of the open gym before snack time. Fletcher 
Elementary School. Cambridge, 9-10:30 am.Free. 
Info. 527-5426. 

FRANKLIN STORY HOUR: Lovers of the written 
with lyrics. Hasten Library. Franklin 10-10:4S a.m. 

MIDDLEBURY PRESCHOOLERS STORY HOUR: 

Tiny ones become strong readers through activi- 
ties with tales, songs and rhymes. Ilsley Public 
Library. Mlddlebury. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info, 
38B-4097, 



music 

DIRK POWELL & RILEY BAUGUS: Employing the 
fiddle, accordion and banjo, two Americana musi- 
cians explore Appalachian traditions. River Arts 
Center. Morrisvllle.7 pm $15. Info. 888-1261. 
ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY CONCERT: OOP. Long 
Catand others perform at the gallery'sfirst 
birthday celebration. The ROTA Studio and Gallery. 
Plattsburgh. N.Y.7 pm $3-5. Info, 518-563-0409. 
THE GREENBEANS: Ole WlllSborOUgh. N.Y. folk 
duo blends In elements of rock and country. 

College. 8 p.m. Free. Info. 635-1232 

politics 

BURLINGTON MAYORAL MATCHUP: Wanda Hines. 
Miro Weinberger and Kurt Wright get specific 
about thei r plans for the Oueen City. Channel 

Burlington City Hall Auditorium. 5 p.m. Free. Info. 
865-1020. ext. 36. 


seminars 

KEYS TO CREDIT: A class clears up the confus- 
ing world of credit Champlain Valley Office of 
Economic Opportunity. Burlington, 6-8 p.m. Free. 

MARRIAGE & MONEY: Couples gain interest on 
keeping cash from becoming a relationship issue. 

7p.m. Free. Info. 879-8790. 

PAYING FOR COLLEGE: Linda Oulmby, director of 
admlssionsat Franklin Pierce College andCathy 
Mullen, director of financial aid at Vermont Law 
School, give the scoop on applying for financial 

6:30-8 p.m. Free: preregister. Info, 463-2517. 
betsy@compass-school.org. 



theater 

'3 GIRLS X 3: AN EVENING OF ONE-ACTS': Three 
women take the directorial reins with plays cel- 
ebrating the feminine and human spirit: "Chamber 
Music. - ’Sirens" and "The Great Nebula In Orion." 
Valley Players Theater. Waltsfreld.7:30 p.m. $12. 

AN AFTERNOON IN FRANCE': The Mlddlebury 

dreamlike saga following a family through genera- 
tions and wars to reveal patterns of yearning, love 
and betrayal. See calendar spotlight. Town Hall 
Theater. Mlddlebury. 8 p.m. $17. Info. 382-9222. 
‘AUNT DAN AND LEMON': A reclusive woman 
recalls an eccentric family friend from her chlld- 

by Small Potatoes Theater Company.OffCenter 
for the Dramatic Arts, Burlington 8 p.m. S12. Info, 
922-4996. emer.feeney@gmall.com. 

'M. BUTTERFLY - : See WED.15, 7:30 p.m. 

'NOT JUST ANOTHER PRETTY FACT: Performance 


history from 1981 to today in a mature political 

Montpelier City Hall Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. SI 5-20: 
not suitable for young teens or children. Info. 
229-0492. 

THE BEAUX' STRATEGEM': Love, money and 
marriage are at odds I n this UVM Theatre comedy 

Tyler Theatre UVM. Burlington. 7:30 p.m. %1-\S 
Info. 656-2094. 

'YOUNG AT ART: Franklin and Grand Isle County 
youth explore the theme of courage through 
art music, poetry and dance.Trahan Memorial 
Theater. Mlsslsquol Valley Union Middle & High 
School. Swanton. 6-8 p.m. Donations accepted. 
Info. 868-5077. 


AFTERNOON POETRY & CREATIVE WRITING 
GROUP: Scribes come together for an artistic 
exploration of the inner voice led by llt-lover 
Janie Mardls. Champlain Senior Center. McClure 

Free. Info. 658- 3585. 

DAVID BUD8ILL: The poet playwright and 

Life. Simpson Hall. Sterling College. Craftsbury 
Common. 630 p.m. Free, Info. S86-77!l.ext 124. 
SYDNEY LEA: Vermont's poet laureate excerpts 


School. Ouxbury. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 244-7036. 


FRI.17 


sport 

TELE THURSDAYS: Its all downhill as folks try 
Mountain Sports. Bolton Valley Resort 5-8 p.m. 
suggested to reserve demo equipment Info. 


community 

STARTING OVER STRONG (S.O.S.) VERMONT 

Tropical Storm Irene in a story circle over dinner. 
Kids engage in river-rock painting, story time and 
coloring. CommunityChrlstlan Church. Athens. 
6-8 p.m. Free Info. 730-4881. 


talks 



pattern. Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Montpelier. 6-8 

BOOKED FOR LUNCH: UVM professor emeritus of 
history Mark Stoler considers "George C. Marshall 
as Secretary of State.' Fletcher Free Library. 
Burlington, noon-1 p.m. Free. Info. S98-03S1. 


dance 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL Singles 

BRAIN STORM': Neuroscience research andphysi- 



SCHOOL 
VACATION CLASS 

Bottle Cap Necklace 

Wednesday, February 29th 



This moment brought to you 
by your spine. 

Take good care of it with chiropractic. 


Rushford 

Family Chiropractic 

100 Dorset Street, Suite 21 . 860-3336 
www.rushfordchiropractlc.com 


JQ 


calendar 


"HAIRSPRAY": A 


fairs & festivals 

CHESTER WINTER CARNIVAL: Those l 

outdoor ice skating, broom hockey an 
Various locations Chester, 6-9 p.m. V: 
Info. 875-2693. 

ISLAND POND WINTER CARNIVAL Wl 

along with cardboard sled races, a snc 


schedule. Info. 723-6138 or 723-6194. 

MONTREAL EN LUMIERE See THU.16 9:30 

film 

‘DRIVE*: Ryan Gosling plays a Hollywood stun 
driver by day and a getaway-chauffeur for 
criminals by night in Nicolas Winding Ref ns 
stylish 2011 thriller. Catamount Arts Center, S 
Johnsbury, 530 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 54-7. Info. 
748-2600. 



In this bubbly Broadway 
hit musical, presented by 
the Dartmouth Theater 


complete with rhymes, songs and 
crafts. Dorothy Ailing Memorial 
Library, Wllllston. 10:30 a.m. Free: 
preregister. Info. 878-4918, 


BENEFIT CONCERT: All the Rage, T.F.O.. Honest 
Sons. Implode the Abyss and Cutthroat Logic per- 
form to support the American Heart Association. 
The ROTA Studio and Gallery. Plattsburgh. N.Y.. 7 
p.m. Donations accepted. Info. 518-563-0409. 

LE VENT DU NORO & PINE LEAF BOYS: A 
genre-crossing Qubbicois prog-folk group and 
a Ca|un-playing outfit straight out of Louisiana 

MICHAEL CLEVELAND AND 
FLAMEKEEPER: Hard-driving 
bluegrass fiddling comes 
through In duets and trios. 




•NOT JUST ANOTHER PRETTY FA 

See THU.16. 7:30 p.m. 

THE BEAUX' STRATEGEM*: See THU.16. 7:3 

words 


Oefoek Moll Flanders, a navel about an irrepress- 
ible woman who made her living as a prostitute 
and clever thief, Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library. 
Wllllston, 12:30-1:30 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 
YOUNG WRITERS PROJECT POETRY SLAM & 
OPEN MIC: Speak your literary mind! Wordsmiths 
of all ages participate in a "Lonely Heal ~ “ 



SEIVEWRIGHT Tt 


Esse* Junction, 6-8 p.m. Free. Info. 878-6955. 
ENOSBURG FALLS STORY HOUR: Young ones 
show up for fables and occasional field trips. 
Enosburg Public Library: 9-10 a.m. Free. Info. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOOK CLUB: Burlington 


tchnology and 
consciousness looks ahead 

"The Next Big Thing: Mind Uploading ‘ Vermont 
$10-12. Info. 875-1018, info@vbca.org. 

ROBERT RESNIK: Fletcher Free Library's codirec- 

Instruments With Robert Resnik and Barbara 
Wagner. 1 ' Faith United Methodist Church. South 
Burlington. 2 p m 55. Info. 864-3SI6. 

theater 

'3 GIRLS X 3: AN EVENING OF ONE-ACTS': See 

THU.16. 730 pun. 

ALMOST, MAINE 1 : As the northern light- 
play, residents cf a ‘ ‘ ' 


ipingln an 




?d by Pern 


agon Iheal 


Middle School Burlington. 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
86S-7216. 

MONTGOMERY TUMBLE TIME: Physical-fitness 
actlvifies help build strong muscles. Montgomery 
Elementary School. 10-11 a.m. Free, Info 527-5426. 
SONGS & STORIES WITH MATTHEW: Musician 
Matthew Witten helps kids start the day with 

6956. brownellJibrary@yahoo.com. 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP Kids and caregivers 
squeeze in qual Ity time over I magi native play and 
snacks. Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. Swanton, 


16. Info. 518-523-2512, 

AN AFTERNOON IN FRANCE': SeeTHU.16.8p 
AUDITIONS FOR -PROOF’: Potential cast men- 
try out for David Auburn's play about math ar 
mental health to be presented by Theatre Vii 
In late May. Plainfield Community Center, 4-6 
Free. Info, 522-8005. theatre virscesBgmail.c 
AUNT DAN AND LEMON’: See THU.16. 8 p.m. 
CIRQUE MECHANICS: Yee-haw! Acrobatics an 


IP-HOP & AFRICAN DA 


Info. 863-6713. 

education 

NURSERY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE: SeeWED.15. 


BurlingtonCollege.no 

800-862-9616, 

SCHOOL OPEN HOUSi 




al PG-13 poerr 
ck Gallery & Coffeehouse, 
i.m. S3 suggested donation: 
n, Info. 318-0934. 


SAT.18 

agriculture 

SEED SWAP: Gardeners anticipate the grow- 
ing season by exchanging non-GMO seeds and 
urban agdculture know-how. Burlington City Hall 

SUBURBAN HOMESTEADING 101: Tim King and 


property. UVM Horticultural Research Center, 
South Burlington, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. $10-20. Info, 
864-3073. 

dance 

ADVANCED MODERN MASTER CLASS: 

Experienced moversthrust dynamically through 
space in an exploration of risk. Contemporary 
Dance & Fitness Studio. Montpelier, noon-2 p.m. 
518: preregister. Info. 229-4676. 

AFRICAN JUBA DANCE CUSS: Native dancer 
ChimieBangoura demonstrates au0 ^£ 

Heal th & F itness. 11 :1 5 a.m.-12:15 p.m. $12- Info. 
377-9721.chimieband@gmail.com. 

BRAIN STORM: See FRI.17, 8 p.m. 

CAPITAL CITY CONTRA DANCE Steppers move 


CONTRA DANCE & DESSERT POT LUCK: Ned 

affair. Dunbar Hall. Sterling College. Craftsbury 
find”themselves Common, 7 p.m. Donadons accepted. Info, 586- 


fiuirs & festivals 

ART IN THE SNOW: Brandon displays Its 
soul" In a winter festival complete with t 


GREAT ICE IN GRAND ISLE: Ice skating, dogsled 
rides, a roaring bonfire, a chill cook-off. fireworks 

plamislands.com for schedule. Various locations 
Champlain Islands. 1-3 pan. Various prices. Info. 
372-8400. 372-4161 or 262-5226. 

ISLAND POND WINTER CARNIVAL See FRI.17. 11 

MONTREAL EN LUMIERE: See THU.16. 9:30 
a.m.-m!dnlght. 

SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: Two weeks of family- 
friendly diversions include sleigh rides, a 
torchlight parade, skating, snowmobile races, a 

a.m.-8 p.m. Free: visit lyndonvermont.com for full 
schedule. Info, 626-9696. 


hour skateboarding session. Plaza Skate Park. 
Howe Center. RuUand. 6:30-9:30 p.m, Screening 
Is free: 55 suggested donadon to skate (helmet 


-MEEK'S CUTOFF': A party traveling the Oregon 

Language Center. Mlddlebury College 3 p.m. & 8 
p.m. Free. Info, 443-6433. 

THE 2011 ACADEMY AWARD-NOMINATED SHORT 
FILMS: UVE ACTION': Film buffs screen five 

Hanover, N.H.. 7 p.m. 55-8. Info, 603-646-2A22. 

171.17. 5:30 p.m, & 7:30 p.m. 


IWh 



■■ FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS = 





Park. Burlington. 1-4 p.m. Cost of rentals. Info. 


FAIRFAX TUMBLE TIME: Tots have free rein over 
the open gym. Bellows Free Academy. Fairfax. 
10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info 527-5426. 

KIOS CRAFTS: Hands-on learners create a 
three-dimensional paper horse. Creative Habitat 
Burlington. H a,m.-l p.m. S3. Info. 862-0646. 
NORTH HERO TUMBLE TIME: Kiddos hit up 
exercise stations around the gym . North 
Hero Elementary School. 10-11 a.m. Free. Info. 
527-5426. 

THROUGH THE EVES OF RAPTORS Fl iends ol 

Science, Ouechee. 2 p.m. Regular admission, S9- 
ext.223. 


outdoors 

OWL PROWL Fmdout vrhoooo's living in the 

of Natural Science Ouechee. 6:30-8:30 p.m. SB- 
10: preregister. Info 359-5000, ext. 223. 

SLEIG H RIDE WEEK Or. If snow d oesn t show. 

Farm and barn activities fol low. Billings Farm & 
Info. 457-23 SS. 

SLEIGH RIDES: Weather permitting. Jingling hors- 
es trotvisitors over the snow and rollingacres. 
Rides depart every half hour from the Welcome 
Center. Shelburne Farms. 11 a.m, -2 p.m. S6-8: free 
for kids under 3. Info, 985-8442. 
SNOWSHOEOEMO: Bye-bye, cabin fever. Outdoor 

p.m. Free: weather permitting. Info. 985-8686. 





7ZJ 

SALE $75 


SALE $85 



A 


An All-Balanchine Evening 

The Suzanne Farrell Ballet 


G 

E 


Friday. February 24 at 8 pm Tickets start at $25 

|| 


gox mu s 

yea g 


•flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! j* 





calendar 


COUNT: As part of 


ie Birds o 


ibon.org. 


Free monitoring walk: S3-6adml! 8 
seum. Info. gmas@greenmountai 
THE NATURE OF FEBRUARY: On easy to mod- 
erately difficult excursions, a naturalist points 
out the survival skills of the forest’s animals and 
plants. Mad River Glen Ski Area, Faystort 10:30 
a.m. & 1 :30 p.m. S15-2S; S6S per family of four. 


seminars 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP: Ancestry enthusiasts 
learn about using Irish vital -records databases 

INTRODUCTION TO MICROSOFT WORD: From 
toolbars to text and paragraphs to pictures, 
students get savvy about the word processor. 
Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 10-11:30 am. S3 
suggested donation: preregister. Info. 865-7217. 

sport 

GREEN MOUNTAIN DERBY DAMES SEASON 
OPENING BOUT: Girls on wheels race around the 


the Rock Coast Roll! 

Partial proceeds bei 
E. Miller Expo Centre. Champlain Valley Expo. 
Essex Junction. 4 p.m. $6-15. info. 318-1751. 

NEK SNOWMOBILE DRAG RACING: Speedy race 


begin. 9:30 a.m. SS general admission: S20 entry 
fee plus 510 Insurance. Info. 535-6802. lyndons- 
nocrulsers®hotmall.com. 


THU.16.7:30 p.m. 

•ALMOST, MAINE*: See FRU7.7:30 p.m. 

AN AFTERNOON IN FRANCE': See THU.I6. 8 p.m. 
'AUNT DAN AND LEMON 1 : See THU.16. 2 p.m. & 8 

CABIN FEVER FOLLIES': From piano to poetry 
and theater to bluegrass. thisannual midwinter 
shakedown raises funds for the church's summer 


HAIRSPRAY': See FRI.17. 8 p.m. 

■M. BUTTERFLY' See WE0.1S.7:30 p.r 

MIDWINTER EVENING OF CELTIC MU 
DANCE: Audience members get swef 


•NOT JUST ANOTHER PRETTY FACE': See THU.16. 
THE BEAUX' STRATEGEM*: See THU.16. 2 p.m. & 


EET NOTES: Instrumentalists, singers, story- 

le. Deborah Rawson Memorial Library. Jericho, 
m. Free. Info. 879-4606. lmarkowltz2408® 


SUN. 19 


community 

TOWN MEETING: Sen. Bernie Sanders and lo- 
cal leaders hear out Vermonters' opinions on 
the economy, climate change, health care and 
national debt. Charlotte Senior Center. 10:30 a.m. 
Free; brunch provided. Info. 202-224-5141. 

dance 

ARGENTINE TANGO. El Izabeth Seyler introd uces 
this Buenos Aires export to beginners at 6 p.m. 
and to Intermediates at 7:15 p.m. Contemporary 
Dance & Fitness Studio Montpelier. S3-12. Info. 
318-4859. 


Teller. 55-10 for 10 


food & drink 

PANCAKEBREAKFAST: Batteru 
fl apjacks start the day, Grace Ur 
Church. Essex Junction. 8:30a.r 
Free Info. 878-8071. 

THE PENNYWISE PANTRY: On a 


games 

TEXAS HOLD 'EM TOURNAMENT: Poker-faced 
players engage In some charitable gaming to 
benefit Moose charities. Moose Lodge SL Albans, 

1 pan. 542 buy-ln. Info. 527-1327. 

health & fitness 

LAUGHTER YOGA: Whats so funny? Giggles burst 
out as gentle aerobic exercise and yoglc breathing 

Unity Church of Vermont Essex Junction. 11:30 
a.m. 510 suggested donation; preiegistration by 
email no later than three hours before the class 
Is appreciated. Info, 888480-3772. contact® 


THROUGH THE EY 


fairs & festivals 

ART IN THE SNOW: See SAT.18, noon-4 p.m. 

CHESTER WINTER CARNIVAL: See FRL17. 9 a.m 
GREAT ICE IN GRAND ISLE: See SAT.18. 830 a. r 

ISLAND PONDWINTER CARNIVAL: See FRI.17. 1 
MONTREAL EN LUMlERE See THU.16. 930 a.rr 
SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: See SAT. IB. 12:30-7:30 


A BOY AND HIS DOG': S 


i a postapocalyptlc 


n College. 


3F RAPTORS: See SAT.18. 


etc. 

SILENT AUCTION: Supporters of the school's PTO 
bid on local artwork, jam-making workshops. 


Hanover. N.H..7 p.m. $5-7. Info, 603-646-2422. 
CHANDLER FILM SERIES: COMEDY IN FILM: Film 
critic Rick Winston introduces Woody Allen'sZellg. 
a mockumentary about a "human chameleon" 
who gained fame In the 1920s. Chandler Gallery. 
Randolph. 7 p,m. SS-B: cash bar. Info, 431-0204, 
outreach ®cha ndler-arts.org. 

-HEROES OFTHE HOLOCAUST: COURAGE AND 
FAITH IN ACTION'FILM SERIES: James F. Collier's 
1975 drama The Hiding Place is based on the 

by offering Jews a safe haven during World War 
II. Room 101. Fleming Museum, UVM, Burlington 
6:30-9 p.m. Donations accepted. Info. 656-0750. 

'WEEKEND': See FRI.17. 1:30 p.m.. 5:30 p.m. 730 


music 

CAPITAL CITY CONCERTS: A ful I orchestra a 
companies mezzo-soprano Julie Boulianne 


330 p.m. 510-25. Info, 793-9291. inf o@capitalcity 
concerts.org. 

GOSPELFEST 2012: In celebration of Black 
History Month, area gospel choirs Join forces for 
spiritual celebration, First Congregational Church 
Burlington 4 p.m. $10. Info. 862-5010. 

MUD SEASON: The Westford sextet offers creatlvi 


compartment as the Rutland native shares her 
soprano voice. Proceeds benefit the new Compas 
Music and Arts Center. Brandon Mu 
donationsaccepted. Info. 465-4071. 

ROXANNE VOUGHT & ANNEMIEKE SPOELSTRA: 


t Songs o 


id Spain." 


on t Ski and Snowboard 


HAIRSPRAY': See FRI.17. 2 p.m. 

•M. BUTTERFLY': See WE0.15. 5 p.m. 

HOT JUST ANOTHER PRETTY FACE'. See THU.16. 


FlynnSpace. Burlington. 7 p.m. 55 suggested do- 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD ENCORE: 


THE CON ARTIST: Local actors breathe life into a 
reading of Vermont playwright Tom Blachly's origi- 
nal work about seven art dealers haggling over a 
supposedly valuable painting. Bethany Church 
Montpelier. 2-5 p.m.Free. Info. 426- 3955. 


MON. 20 


S10: 


EVENING KNITTING CIRCLE: Needleworkei 
up a chair and get loopy with fellow crafler 
Dessert is provided. Shelburne Farms. 7-9 1 
preregister. Infa 985-8686. 


Canteloube, Chausson. de Falla and Rodrigo. 
Richmond Free Library. 4 p.m. SS-15 suggested 
donation. Info. 859-0344. 

outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: See SAT.18. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRO COUNT: Binocular 
owners keep a checklist of flying friends on a 
monitonng walk. North Branch Nature Center. 
Montpelier. 9 a.m,-3 p.m. Free. Info. 229-6206. 

THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRO COUNT: OUECHEE: 


I WR I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

CONNECTTOM5EVENOAYSVT.COM ON AN .71 ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR FRE 
mobile 1 Pin TIIE-MIMJ1I ; Al I N PAR EVE MS ITUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURAMS II 
MOVIE TIlEATERSANfl MORE. 



FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENDAR 


SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: See S 


film 


CARBON NATION 1 : Peter Bydft 2010 documentary 
looks at some of the already In-progress solu- 



COMMUNITY CINEMA: Filmmaker Shukree 
Tllghman embarks on a cross-country trip 
to end Black History Month In More Than a 
Month. FlynnSpace, Burlington, 7 p.m. Free. Info. 



WEEKEND': See FRL17. S:30 pm. 


games 

CHESS CLUB: Players shuffle around royalty 
and their underlings on a checkered board. An 
experienced Instructor leadslhe group. Fairfax 
Community Library, 2:45-4:15 p.m. Free: bring 
your own chess set if possible. I nfo. 843-2420. 

health &fittiess 

AURA -CLEARING CLINIC: Call to reserve a 15-mln- 
ute energy-field -healing session. Golden Sun 
Healing Center. South Burn ngton, 6-7 p.m. Free. 
Info. 922-9090. 


GENTLE YOGA FOR EVERYONE: YogisagesSS 
and up participate in a mostly seated pro- 
gram presented by Champlain Valley Agency 


on Agings Neighbor-to-Nelghbor AmeriCorps 
program. Champlain Senior Center, McClure 
MultIGeneratlonal Center. Burlington. 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Info. BBS-0360. exL 1049. 

HERBAL CLINIC: Folks explorethe art of 'green' 



THE CHAMPLAN ECHOES: New singers are 

rehearsals. Pines Senior Living Community. South 
Burlington, 6:15-9:15 p.m, Free. lnfo.6S8-0398. 


outdoors 

THE GREAT BACKYARD I 




THE NATURE OF FEBRUARY: See SAT.1& 10:30 


MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP. 

Budding wordsmiths Improve their craft through 
■homework" assignments, creative exercises and 
sharing. Ilsley Public Library, Middlebury. 10 a.m.- 
noon. Free. I nfo, 388-2926. cpotter935S> Comcast. 


TUE.21 



comedy 

STAND UP. SIT DOWN AND LAUGH’ Local yuk 

try out their punchlines in a standup comedy 
show. FlynnSpace. Burlington. 7:30 p.m. $12- Info. 


talks 

ELENA M. RAMIREZ: The licensed psychologist 

There.' Faith United Methodist Church South 
Burlington.2 p.m. SS. Info. 864-3S16. 

THE ARTISTS ROLE AS ACTIVIST: English profes- 
sor Jonathan Crewe interviews trumpeter Hugh 
Masekela about his lengthy music career and 
political activism. Fllene Auditorium. Moore Hall, 
Dartmouth College. Hanover. N.H., 630 p.m. Free. 
Info. 603-646-2010. 

theater 

ABIGAIL ADAMS: MADAME PRESIDENT (1788- 

1803)': Actress Linda Myers portrays the First 
Lady's transition from loyal British subiect to 
ardent revolutionary In a living-history presenta- 
tion. Billings Farm & Museum. Woodstock. 3 p.m. 

bllllngsfarm.org. 


community 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING ASSEMBLY 

forum for candidates In the upcoming mayoral 

participate in a mock city council meeting. Miller 
Community and Recreation Center. Burlington, 
6:45-9 p.m. Free. Info, 865-7172. 

education 

GROUP INFORMATION SESSION: See M0N.20. 

COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP NIGHT: SeeTHU.16.6-8 





9E Union 

INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY 

www.myunion.edu 

Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.) 

WITH A CONCENTRATION IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 


Psy.D. with a concentration in Clinical Psychology 

Academic Meetings in Vermont and Ohio 


• Emphasizing practical preparation, sc 
role as agent of social change 

• Flexible program delivery with on-grt 
academic meetings in Brattleboro, Ver 

• Attentive faculty involvement and sen 
community 

Accepting applications for Fall 2012. 


icial justice values, and the psychologist’s 

mnd classes, online coursework, and brief 

mont or Cincinnati, Ohio 

sitive, culturally competent learning 


Also offering a hybrid 
Master of Arts with a con- 
centration in Counseling 
Psychology in Brattleboro, 
Vermont. Licensure track. 
Enrolling now. 


www.myunion.edu / psyd 

Union Institute & University • 888.828.8575, x8902 • 802-257-941 1 • Admissions.PsyD@myunion.edu 
if, non-profit university, accredited by The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges'and Schools (www.nca.hlc.org). 
UllrU does not discriminate in its policies or proredurcs and conforms with federal non-diserinunalory regulations. 



• APPLIANCES - ELECTRONICS - FITNESS - IAWH & GAROEN - MATTRESSES - TOOLS - APPLIANCES ■ 


WILLISTONP1 



Your Local & Convenient Hometown — Retail — Store 
We deliver & professionally install * all appliances 
and take away the old! 

■ Gas certified. 

94 Harvest Lane, Williston • 802 - 662-1514 


SS3N1IJ - S3 JNVIlddS - S100X ■ S3SS3S11VW - N30UV9 •> NMV1 - SS3N11 1 • S3INOiU)313 • ' 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 



"This place is great! The nurses took 
really good care of us. They checked 
on us a lot and gave us great support - 
and plenty of private time too. It's 
been wonderful." 

Shyanne Gonyaw and Austin Cote 
are parents! Their son. Saiben James, 
arrived on February 7 and weighed 
7lb/loz and was 19*/"* inches long. 

He was sleeping peacfully in his papa’s 
arms when we stopped by. Mom and dad 
seemed to not quite believe he was really 
there.. .so tiny and perfect and peaceful. 

Saiben and his parents live in Barre. Best 
wishes for a happy and healthy life. 

= = Central Vermont Medical Center 
w Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 

Central Vermont Women's Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 



calendar 




fairs & festivals 

MONTREAL EN LUMltRE : See THU.16. 11:30 am- 
9 p.m. 

SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: SeeSAT.18, 10 fi.ra-7 p.m. 

film 

HOAD TO MOROCCO 1 : Two castaways find them- 
selves falling for the same woman - the sightly 
Princess Shalmar - In David Butlers 1942 comedy 
starnng Bing Crosby and Bob Hope. Catamount 
Arts Center. St. Johnsbury. 130 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

THE GODFATHER’: An aging mafia boss. His 

war. Francis Ford Coppola's Academy Award- 
winning 1972 crime drama returns to the screen. 

’WEEKEND’: See FRI.T7. 5:30 pm 

health & fitness 

HORMONE REGULATION & NUTRITION FOR 
WOMEN: Akshata Nayak. who holds M.S. degrees 
In biochemistry and applied clinical nutrition. 
Identifies the underlying reasons for hormonal 

health and balance. Healthy Living. South 
Burlington 5:30-6:30 pm. Free: preregister. Info. 

INTRODUCTION TO MEDITATION: Instructor 
Sherry Rhynard shares handouts and tl ps for 
managing stressand Improving health and Irv 

6-7:30 p.m. 51042: preregister. Info. 223-8004.' 
ext. 202. info@hungermountaln.com. 

STEPS TO WELLNESS: Cancer survivors attend 
diverse seminars about nutrition. stress manage- 
ment acupuncture and more in conjunction 
with a medically based rehabilitation program. 
Fletcher Allen Health Care Cardiology Building, 
South Burlington, 6-7 p.m. Free. Info, 6S6-2176. 

WOMENS WINTER WELLNESS SERIES: Steve 

Camp for Women, talks aboutphysical training 
programs, and why they're not real ly so scary. 
Women's Source for Sports. South Burlington. 
630 pm Free. Info. 863-3233. 

kids 


PRESCHOOL STORY HOUR: Stories, rhymes 

Mlddlebury, 10:3041 am. Free. Info. 388-4097. 
PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: See WED.1S. 10-10:45 


SCIENCE & STORIES: COLORS: Kids have aha.' 
moments regarding the missing huesof February 
in Vermont. ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science 
Center/Leahy Center for Lake Champlain. 
Burllngton.il a.m. Regular admission $9.50- 


companions. South Hero Congregational Church. 
10-11 a.m. Free, Inlb. 527-5426. 

ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP Creative actlvitiesand 


TODDLER STORY TIME: Kids under 3 enjoy 
picture books, songs and rhymes. Brownell 
Ubrary. Essex Junction 9:10-9:30 a.m . Free. Info. 
878-6956. 

WHERE'S THE SNOW BIRD?: Three- to 10-year 

Vermont Museum. Huntington 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
S10-15 per adult/child pair preregister. Info. 434- 
2167. museumfflblrdsofirermont.org. 


language 

pm. Free. Info. 864-5088. 8 


HUGH MASEKELA Triumphant trumpeting 

endurance of his country's people. See calendar 
spotlight. Spaulding Auditorium. Hopkins Center. 
Dartmouth College Hanover. N.H, 7 p.m. S10-40. 
Info. 603-646-2422. 

XUEFEI YANG: The Chinese guitarist Interprets 
Bach. Regondl. Brouwer. Chopin and Albfiniz com- 
positions. See calendar spotlight. Concert Hall. 
Mahaney Center for the Arts, Mlddlebury College. 
7:30 p.m. $6-25. Info. 443-6433. 



outdoors 

THE NATURE OF FEBRUARY: See SAT.18. 10:30 
am. & 1:30 pm 


seminars 

SPEND SMART: See WE0.15. 6-8 p.r 


talks 

MARK PENDERGRAST: The author of Inside the 
Outbreaks: The Elite Medrcal Detectives of the 




A panel discussion with former EIS officers now 
working In Vermont follows. Rowell Building, UVM. 


Burlington. 4:30-630 p.m. Free. Info, 999-2063. 

PRESIDENTS DAY PROGRAM: Vermont Historical 


UGHTS. CAMERA, ACTION!: Budding videogra- 
phers sharpen their production skills in a four-day 
youth filmmaking camp. Community Meeting 
Room, third floor. Mlddlebury Community 

4097.sarah.lawton@ilsleypubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC WITH ROBERT: Music lovers of all ages 
engage In sing-alongs. Fletcher Free Ubrary. 
Burlington. 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Inlb. 865-7216. 

OPEN COfitPUTER TIME: Teens play games and 
surf the webon library laptops. Fletcher Free 


Coolidge Memorial Foundation's Stephen Woods 
explores how growing up in Plymouth Notch 
shaped that president's political and personal 



theater 

W BUTTERFLY': See WED.15.730 p.m. 
NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONDON ENCORE: 

Broadcast to local theaters. Nicholas Wrights 
new p lay Travelling Light celebrates the Eastern 





■ LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 


Pladfl Center for the/ 
518-523-2512. 


a vegetarian and a vegan, not necessarily In that 
order. Bear Pond Books, Montpel ler,7 p.m. Free. 
Info. 2290774, 


WED. 22 

art 

THE NATIONAL GALLERY: -LEONARDO LIVE 1 : See 

M0M20, 7 p.m, 

comedy 

IMPROV NIGHT: See WED.15. 8-10 p.m. 

education 

GROUP INFORMATION SESSION: See MON .20. 

10:45 a.m. 


etc. 

OPEN HOUSE: A shorlpresentation Introduces 

Economic Opportunity. Burlington. 5-7 p.m. Free. 
Info. 862-2771, ext, 732. 

fairs & festivals 

MONTREAL EN LUMlERE See THU.16. 11:30 a.m.- 
SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: See SAT.1B. 10:30 a.m.- 

7:45p.m. 


film 


DAS EXPERIMENT': Based on a real-life study. 
Oliver Hlrschblegefs200l thriller followsthe 



Info. 603-646-2422. 

•WEEKEND': See FRI.17. 1:30 p.m. 8.5:30 p.m. 


health & fitness 

GROWING STRONGER: See WE0.15. 1 p.m. 

NATURAL REMEDIES TO REDUCE DEPRESSION 


5:30-6:30 p.m. Free: preregister. Info, B63-2I69. 


TUNG TAI CHI CHUAN: See WED.15, 5:30-7 p.m. 


kids 


CHESS CLUB: See WED.15. 530 p.m. 

ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: See WE0.1S. 10-11:30 

FERNGULLY: THE LAST RAINFOREST: With the 


brary®gmail,co 

HIGH GATE STO 

12:15 p.m. 


e. Inffe 222-4536. bradfordpublicli- 


KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Budding foodies take 

along tire way. Healthy Living, South Burlington. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. S20per child: free for an accom- 
panying adult: preregister. Info. 863-2569. ext. 1. 
LETS LEARN JAPANESE!: See WED.15. 4:30-530 


LIGHTS. CAMERA. ACTION!: See TUE.21. 9-11 a.m. 
MONTGOMERY PLAYGROUP: Little ones exercise 
their bodies and their minds in the company of 
adult caregivers. Montgomery Town Library. 930- 
11a.m. Free. Info, 527-S426, 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: See 
WED, IS, 11-1130 a.m. 

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: See WED.15. 10-10:45 


THROUGHTHE EYESOFRAPTORS: See SAT.18, 


language 

ITALIAN CONVERSATION GROUP: Par la Ita/iano? 
A native speaker leadsa language practice for all 
ages and abilities. Room 101 SL Edmund's Hall. 
SL Michaefs College. Colchester. 7-9 p.m. Free. 
Info. 899-3869. 


music 

FARMERS NIGHT CONCERT SERIES: Continuing 


Statehause. Montpelier. 7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 800- 
322-5616. aclarkson@leg.state.vt.us. 

HUGH MASEKELA: See THU.21. Flynn MalnStage, 
Burlington. 7:30 p.m. SI 5-4 8. Info. 863-5966. 
VALLEY NIGHT: The Star! Ine Rhythm Boys grace 
the lounge with high-energy honky-tonk. Big 
Picture Theater & Caffe Waltsfield.7p.m.$Ssug- 
gested donation. Info, 496-8994. 

outdoors 

THE NATURE OF FEBRUARY: See SAT.18 1030 

seminars 


NIGHT RIDERS: See WED.15. 430-8 p.m. 


talks 

ALEX SANCHE2: In Tuba Today;' the speaker 
shares her off-roadjourney through the 

Junction. 4:30 p.m. Free.lnfo. 878-6955. 


photos and lively stories from her adventures, as 
well as tips for spotting feathers In flight. Dorothy 



theater 

•M. BUTTERFLY': See WED.15. 7:30 p.m. 


words 

AMERICAN ALPINE CLUB'S GREEN MOUNTAIN 
BOOK CLUB: Adventure-loving readers get their 
mountaineering fix through literature. Carpenter- 
Carse Library, Hinesburg.7p,m. Free, Info. 482- 
7287. gregOVtopworldbookscom. 

SPENCER SMITH: The author shores his novel 
about a photographer coming to terms with her 

the 1960sto 90s. Kellogg- Hubbard Library. 
Montpelier. 7 p.m. Free. Inlb. 223-3338.(2) 


TOM MOORE & SONS 

Distinctive Homes 

Fine Remodeling 

Custom Woodwork 

Energy Upgrades 

Open House 

March 17, 9:00 to 5:00 

For Details: www.tommoorebuilder.com 



Open 365 Days a 


802.860.1144 


59 Industrial Avenue Ulilliston, VT 05495 
wwui.doggiedaycare.com 



Hugh Masekala 

February 22, 7:30 P.M. 
Flynn MainStage 


DEADLINE TO ENTER 2/20 AT NOON. 
WINNER CONTACTED BY S P.M. 





SB 
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It’s time to buy a house! 

We can help you put the pieces together. 



4 Vermont zAtomeys 
_L_ Title (Corporation presents* 

Home© 

Buying 

Seminar 

hosted by SEVEN DAYS 


Thursday, February 23, 6-8 p.m. 
ECHO LAKE AQUARIUM & SCIENCE CENTER 


5:30 Check-In 
LIGHT DINNER PROVIDED 


RSVPby: 

NOUN, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM OR 865-1020 x37 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CUSSES = 


classes 


© THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 

burlington city 


art 

INTRO TO SHAKER TABLE: 3FtS 

Feb. 27-Mar. 26. 6-9 p.m. 

Weekly on Mon. Cost: $200/ 
course (member discounts 




This class Is directed toward 


building plans and enhance 
their Joinery skills. Students 
will begin with rough lumber 
to complete a hallway table 
Shaker-style. No prior experi- 

SKIN DEEP: ALTERNATIVE 
SURFACE: Mar. 10. 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Cost: $85/workshop 


inf o@shelburneart center, 
org, shelburneartcenter.org. 
In this one-day workshop 



BCA 


Call 865 7166 for Info 
or register online at 
burlingtoncrtyarts.com. 
Teacher bios are also 


DESIGN: GRAPHIC BASICS: 

Mar. 13-May. 1,6:30-8:30 
p.m.. Weekly onTue.Cost 
$205/ person, S194.75/BCA 
members. Location: Digital 
Media Lab. Burlington. Learn 


effective materials. Whether 
you are i nterested in creating 
business cards, letterhead. 


design, this class will cover 
the basics. 

JEWELRY: BELT BUCKLES: 
Sat. & Sun. Mar. 10 & 11. 

10 ajn.-4p.m. Cost $150/ 
person. 5135/BCA members. 
A Clay Studio. 


250 M. 


person, S198/BCA mem- 
bers. Clay sold separately at 
$20/2 5-lb. bag glazes and 
firings incL Location: BCA 
Clay Studio. 250 Main St.. 
Wheel Room. Burlington 


approaches to finishing work. 
Some of the topics covered 
will include under-glaze cray- 


glazing techniques. Individual 
projects will be encouraged. 
Students must be proficient In 
centering and throwing basic 

DESIGN: ADOBE INDESIGN: 

Mar. 26-Apr. 30. 6:30-8:30 
p.m.. Weekly on Mon. Cost: 
$18S/person. $166. 50 /BCA 
members. Location: Digital 




sign. 


and book layout for design- 
ing text and for prepa ri ng 
digital and print publications. 
Students will explore a variety 


it (ere 


get supportive feedback in 

Figure drawl ng experience is 
helpful. Materials list will be 

PHOTO: INTRO BLACK & 
WHITE: Mar. 14-May. 2. 6:30- 
8:30 p.m., Weekly on Wed. 
Cost: $19S/person. $175.50/ 
BCA members. Location: 

to properly expose black-and- 
white film, process film into 
negatives and make prints 
from those negatives. Cost 


to the first class. 

PHOTO: INTRO TO FILM/ 
DIGITAL SLR: Mar.21-Apr. 


take the photographs you 
envision Demystify f-stops, 
shutter speeds and expo- 
sure. and learn the basics of 


owner’s manual to class. 

PHOTO: PORTRAIT: Mar. 
22-Apr. 1Z 6-9 p. 


■kly 


on Thu. Cost: $12S/person. 
S112.50/BCA members. 

Intro SLR Camera or equiva- 
lent experience. Improve 
your portrait-taking skills In 


Budington. Techniques such 
as sawing hammering, solder- 
ing and etc hi ng wil I be uti II zed 

PAINTING: CONTEMPORARY 
FIGU RE: Feb. 22-Apr. 11. 1:30- 
4:30 p.m.. Weekly on Wed. 
Cost: $285/person, $256.50/ 
BCA members. Location: BCA 
Center, 3rd fl oor. Burlington. 

painters: Turn the page on 
traditional representation 
using fresh color and dynamic 
composition to strengthen 


provided. Ages 9-12. 

PRINT: PAINTING & 
DRAWING: Mar. 22-Apr. 26. 
6-8:30 p.m, Weekly on Thu. 
Cost: $185/person, $167/ 


as etching linoleum cuts, 
silkscreening and more will 
be taught Students will also 
learn how to layer and apply 


press. Students can expect 
to leave with a unique body 

PRINT: SILKSCREEN 
CLOTHING: Mar. 27-May. 1. 

Cost: $180/person. $162/ 
BCA members. Location: 

BCA Print Studio. 250 Main 
St.. Burlington. Students will 
learn a variety of techniques 

images using hand-drawn, 
photographic or borrowed 
imagery. Learn how to apply 
photo emulsion, how to use a 


using water-based 

building 


5E RAISING: Cost: 


Bring your camera and memo- 

PHOTO: SCHOOL VACATION 


Burlington City Arts Digital 
Media Lab. Burlington. 
Explore both darkroom and 
digital photographylThis 


Burlington and will cover the 
basics of darkroom and digital 
printing. Bring a charged cam- 



com. Adults, teens and olt 
kids enter the magical wo 


communication 


Irst Step Dance. 598-6757, 
evin@firststepdance.com. 


dance! Beginner classes 
termed la teclasses vary from 


TE-SIZE WORKSHOPS: 


roundstoneintl.com. Cost: 
$135/person for 3-hr. work- 
shop. SSO/person for Lunch 


Burlington. Info: 238-4310. 

Half-day workshops teach 
effective and essential skills 
incommunication, building 


Is perfect for both Individuals 
and groups of employees, and 
is guaranteed to help you find 


DANCE STUDIO SALSAUNA: 
Location: 266 Pine St, 
Burlington. Info: Victoria. 


private, four levels. Beginner 
walk-in classes. Wednesdays. 
7:15 p.m, $!3/personforl-hr. 
class. No dance experience 


partner Is necessary. 

drumming 

TAIKO. DJEMBE. CONGAS 

Burlington Taiko Space, 
208 Flynn Ave, suite 3-G 
Burlington. Contemporary 
Dance & Fitness Studio. 18 
Langdon St, Montpelier. 


Together! 




4255. spaton55@gmajl. 
com. Burlington! Beginners' 
Taiko starts Tuesday. March 
13 and April 24: kids. 4:30 
p.m, S60/6-wk term: adults. 
5:30 p.m. $72/6-wk. term. 

Monday. March 12 and April 
23. 5:30 and 7 p.m. Women's 
Haitian Drumming starts 
Friday. February 17 and March 
9. 5 p.m, $45/3- wk. term. 
Morning Taiko by appoint- 
ment. Saturdays. 9-10:45 am, 

a house-call classes by re- 
quest. Montpelier Thursdays! 
Voudou drums start February 
16 and March 22. 130-2:30 
p.m, $45/3-wk. term. East 


EMPOWERMENT » 



classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONUNE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AO AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCUSS. 


DRUMMING «P.S9 

congas start February 9 and 
April 19. $45/3-wk. term. Talko 
starts March 22. 7 p.m„ S45/3- 


practice! In this workshop 
we will discuss preventative 
techniques and focus on alter- 
native or modified positions 


empowerment 

DEVELOPING YOUR HIGH 
SENSE PERCEPTION: Mar. 

3-4. 9 a.m.-S p.m. Cost 
$75/person, Inc I. lunches & 

244-7909. Develop your clair- 

dairsentience. and learn how 
to access the Akashic records. 
Led by Dr. Sue Mehrtens. 


gardening 

GROWING H ERBS I NDOORS: 

Feb. 23. noon-12:45 p.m. Free. 
Location: Gardener's Supply 
Company .472 Marshall Ave. 


Enjoy fresh herbs year-round: 
we'll show you how easy it 


evolution yoga 



EVOLUTION YOGA: S14/ 


INTRODUCTION TO ORCHIDS: 

Location: Gardener’s Supply 
Company. 472 Marshall Ave. 
Williston. Info: 658-2433, 
Have you always wa nted an 


helen day art 
center 


Info: 864-9642. yoga@evolu- 
tionvtcom, evolutlonvLcom. 
Evol ut Ion’s certl Tied teach- 


ranging from beginner to 

Kripalu and Iyengar yoga. 
Babies/ kids classes also 
available! Prepare for birth 

massage practice. Participate 
In our communltyblog: evolu- 
tionvt.com/evoblog. 

RISKLESS, WRISTLESS YOGA 
W/ BILL O’CONNOR: Feb. 18. 


Burlington. Info: 864-9642, 
evolutlonvLcom. A workshop 
about wrist Injuries and yoga. 



Helen Day 

Art Center 





SNOWBOARD DESIGN WITH 
DENNIS HEALY: Feb. 18. 9:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost: $45/ per- 
son. Location: Helen Day Art 
Center. S School St Stowe. 
Info: 253-6131. Explore the 

board graphic for retail with 
Burton's creative manager of 
graphics. Students will run 
through the design process as 


Hie importance of creative 
presentation of Ideas and 
concepts will be stressed. 


herbs 

BASIC TINCTURE 
PREPARATION: Feb. 22,6:30- 
8:30 p.m. Cost: S20/2-hr. 
hands-on workshop. Location: 
Purple Shutter Herbs. 7 West 
Canal Street Winooski. Info: 
865-4372, info® purple shut- 

corn. Tinctures are concen- 
trated liquid extracts of herbs. 
They’re usually made by a 

of this preparation, utilizing 
alcohol, vinegar and glycerin. 
Vbi/ll make your own tincture. 

BATH FIZZIES:A MINI 
WORKSHOP: Feb. 19. 2-3 p.m. 

workshop. Location: Purple 
Shutter Herbs. 7 West Canal 
Street Winooski. Info: 865- 
4372. info ilPpurplesh utter, 
com. purpleshutterherbs. 

fil led with scent and sound, 
promoting cleanliness and 
fun, Is the quintessential de- 
scription of a bath fizzy, think 



for parents if Just assisting. 

HONORING HERBAL 
TRADITIONS 2012: 9 a.m.-5 


org. Herbal Apprenticeship 
program held on a horse farm. 


tdtional support diet detox, 
body systems, medicine mak- 
ing plant Identification tea 
tastl ng, plant spirit medic! ne 



Textbook/United Plant Saver 
membership Included. VSAC 
nondegree grants available. 

WISDOM OF THE HERBS 

Herbs 2012: Apr. 21-22, May 
19-20. Jun. 16-17. Jut 14-15. 
Aug. 11-12. Sep. 8-9, Oct. 6-7 
& Nov. 3-4. 2012. Wild Edibles 


Intensive 2012: Spring/ 
Summer Term: May 27, Jun 
24 & JuL 22, 2012 & Summer/ 
Fall Term: Aug. 19. Sep. 16 8. 
Oct. 14. 2012. VSAC nondegree 
grants ava il. to qualifying ap- 

Info: 456-8122. annie@wis- 
domoftheherbsschool.com. 
wisdomoftheherbsschooL 
com. Earth skills for changing 
times. Experiential programs 



first medicine, sustainable liv- 
ing skills, and the Inner jour- 
ney. Annie McCleary, director. 

language 

FRENCH CUSSES THIS 
SPRING!: 7 courses, 11-wk. 
term, begins Mar. 5 8. contin- 
ues through May 24 (note: no 
classes Apr. 23-29). Classes 


shtmL Beginner? Restarter? 
Still need some grammar? 
Ready to jump into topic- 


There's a class for your level! 

experienced native speakers. 

LEARN SPANISH 8. OPEN NEW 
DOORS: Location: Spanish 

585-1025. spanishparavos@ 
gmail.com, spanishwater- 
burycenter.com. Broaden your 
horizons and connect with a 
new wodd. We provide high- 
quality. affordable instruction 
In the Spanish language for 


a small classes, individual 

g including AP. See our web- 
te for complete Information 


martial arts 

AIKIDO: Adult introductory 
classes meet on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 6:45 p.m. 



Burlington. Info: 951-8900. 
burringtonaikido.org. This 
Japanese martial art is a great 
method to get I n shape and 


classes seven days a week. 
The Samurai Ybuth Program 
provides scholarships for 


7-17. We al so offer classes for 
children ages 5-6. Classes are 
taught by Benjamin Pine us 
Sensei, Vermont’s senior and 
only fully certified Aikido 
teac her. Visitors are always 


AIKIDO CLASSES: Feb. 21-Mar. 


or her highest potential in 

Jltsu. MMA Wing Chun. Arnis, 
Thinksafe Self-Defense. 


VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 


Location: Vermont Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu. SS Leroy Rd. 
Williston. Info: 660-4072. 


inel. Location: Vermont 
Aikido. 274 N. Winooski Ave. 
(2nd floor), Burlington. Info: 
862-9785. vermontaikido. 
org. Spring intro for new and 
returning adult learners. 
Aikido trains body and spirit 
together, promoting physical 
flexibility and strong center 
within flowing movement. 


Jiu-Jitsu enhances strength, 
flexibility, balance, coordina- 
tion and cardlo-resplratory 


program in a friendly, safe and 
positive environment. Accept 




COMBATFITNESS MMA 
MARTIAL ARTS: Weekly 


Fitness Mixed Martial Arts. 
Winooski. Info: Combat 
Fitness. Vince Guy, 343-3129, 
vteguy@yahoo.com. corn- 

new 5000 sq .ft training 
facility. Learn effective self- 
defense from experienced, 
certified and caring Instruc- 
tors while getting in the best 

Jitsu. Muay Thai Kickboxing. 

and Cardio programs. Student, 
military, law. family discounts. 
Just ofT 1-89 exit IS. 

MARTIAL WAY SELF- 
DEFENSE CENTER: Please 


Defense Center, 3 locations, 
Colchester. Milton. St. Albans. 
Info: 893-8893, martialwayvt 



proach that values the begin- 
ning student as the most im- 
portant member of the school. 
Experienced martial artists 

structors’ knowledge and hu- 

and our straightforward and 
fair tuition and billing policies. 
Weare dedicated to helping 


certified 6th Degree Black 

structor under Carlson Grade 
Sr., teaching In Vermont born 
and raised In Rio de Janeiro. 




de Janeiro. Brazil. 


massage 

ASIAN BODYWORK THERAPY 
PROGRAM: Weekly on Mon. 
Tue. Cost $5000/500-hr. pro- 
gram. Location: Elements of 
Healing. 21 Essex Way. suite 
109, Essex Jet. Info: Scott 
Moylan. 288-8160. element- 


program teaches two forms of 
massage, Amma and Shiatsu. 
We will explore Oriental medi- 
cine theory and diagnosis as 


Theory. Additionally. 100 
hours of Western anatomy 
and physiology will be taught 
VSAC nondegree grants are 
available. NCBTMB-assigned 


POSTURAL TECH NIQUES: 
Mar. 10-11. 10 a.m.-6p.m. 
Cost: $245/14 CEUs (S225 if 
paid by Feb. 24; call about 
risk-free Introductory fee). 


swaffordperson@hotmail. 
com. In this ortho-bionomy 
class, techniques to work 




= CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


scoliosis are presented and 
practiced. Participants also 


100 Church St, Burlington. 
Info: 864-7902, iptaichl.org. 
The Yang Snake Style is a 
dynamic tal chi method that 


No prerequisites. 


meditation 

LEARN TO MEDITATE: 


noon, orby appointment. 
The Shambha la Cafe meets 
the first Sat. of each month 
for meditation and discus- 


to the center, a short dharma 
talk and socializing. Location: 
Burlington Shambhala 

Burlington. Info: 658-6795. 
b ur I i ngto ns h a mb h al actr. 
org. Through the practice of 
sitting still and following 
your breath as It goes out 
and dissolves, you are con- 
necting with your heart. By 
simply letting yourself be. as 
you are, you develop genuine 
sympathy toward yourself. The 
Burlington Shambhala Center 
offers meditation as a path to 
discovering gentleness and 



Practicing this ancient martial 
art Increases strength, flexibil- 
Ity. vitality, peace of mind and 


9-wk. beginner's session 
sta rted Jan. 11 & meets on 

All-levels class on Sat.. 8:30 
a.m. Cost: S16/dass. Location: 
Vermont Tai Chi Academy 

Ave.. Burlington. Turn right 


Located in the old Magic Hat 
Brewery building. Info: 318- 
6238. Tai Chi is a slow-moving 



valuable effects of relaxation, 
improved concentration 


Improved balance, a decrease 
the symptoms of fibromyal- 


vermont center 
for yoga and 
therapy 



wingspan 

studio 



Classes. Fine Art. 

Maggie Standley 233.7676 
wlngspanpal ntlngstudiocom 


at wlngspanpalntlngstudlo.com 


KIDS WINTER BREAK CAMP: 

Feb. 27-Mar. 3. 8:30 a.m.-2:30 
pm. Cost: $300/person. 


St, Burlington Mayan Art & 
Math Adventure! Dive into the 

artists and mathematicians. 
Create 2-0 and 3-0 projects. 
Bnng your math cap and be a 
"tzlbobr (Mayan for They who 
paint ") An enriching and fun 
learning experience in small 
setting and beautiful working 
artists studio! Ages 6-13. 


yoga 

LAUGHING RIVER YOGA: 

S5-15. Cost: $13/dass: $110/10 
classes: $130/unlimlted 
monthly. Location: Laughing 
River Yoga, Chace Mill, suite 
126. Burlington. Info: 343- 
8119. laughingriveryoga.com. 


love. Explore for yourself with 
yoga classes, workshops and 
retreats taught by experi- 
enced and compassionate in- 
structors in a variety of styles. 


ties welcome. 


enjoyable relationships and 
derive pleasure from healthy 
movement! 

tai chi 

CHUAN: Beginner classes Sat. 

Call to view a class. Location: 
Bao Tak Fal Tai Chi Institute. 


current stressors to ultimately 
bring us the quality of life 
and/or peace of mind we de- 
serve. The philosophy behind 

to fully utilize newly learned 
skills. Ongoing drop-in group. 


r, 




WHAT’S YOUR DEAL? 



FIRST STEP DANCE 
4-WEEKS OF 
PARTNER DANCE 
CLASSES ONLY $25 

You'll learn the basics of 3 
ballroom dances. Come alone, 
or come with friends, but 
come out and learn to dance! 
Champlain Club. Burlington. 


Purchase these offers only at: 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 


1/2PRICETICKETS 


CARBON LEAF 
W/ADAM EZRA GROUP 

Thursday, February 16 $14.31 $7.16 
The Rusty Nail Bar & Grille, Stowe 



Dont miss this Richmond, VA five-piece band known for their alt- 
country-, Celtic- and folk-infused indie rock. 


ZACK DEPUTY BAND 

Saturday, March 3 14r34 $7.16 
The Rusty Nail Bar & Grille, Stowe 

Rich with ballads and mid-tempo songs, Deputy's 
latest recording is best described as soulful 
rhythm and blues, with flavors of Al Green, Taj 
Mahal and Stevie Wonder emerging in the swells, 
changes and modulations of the music, in the voice and even in the 
lyrical content. 

ILa 




Seven Days delivers deep discounts on concerts, plays and more! 
Between ticket deals, get local perks on shopping, services and dining. 

Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 


SNAP-DRAG DRUM DUO 

Saturday, March 31 $16,20 $8.10 
North End Studios. Burlington 

"Killer technique and inspired musicality" 
— Drum! Magazine 


SEVEN DAYS 

DeaLs 






New Morning 


music 


After years on the road, Sam Cohen finds his voice at home 

BY MATT BUSHLOW 
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T here’s a moment of confusion 
after Sam Cohen answers his 
phone. The words “seven days" 
don’t register. Neither does 
“Vermont." Pause. 

“Oh, shit I totally forgot,” Cohen says. 
“Wow. Ah...” 

He muffles the mouthpiece of his 
phone, asks someone a question, and then 
reappears. He% good. He’s ready. 

Cohen’s momentary lapse is all for the 
sake of art: He's been awake for 35 hours 
working on a music video. Though pri- 
marily a guitarist, singer, songwriter ami 
bandleader, Cohen is also “addicted” to 
making stop-motion music videos with 
collages he makes from the pages of old 
National Geographic magazines and World 
Book Encyclopedias. 

Hcmadehis first video in 2008 fora song 
called "Singing to the Earth.” It was written 
by one of his bandmates inApolloSunshine, 
theband he played with for almost a decade 
The song is a dreamy celebration of planet 
Earth — with pop hooks. The band had 
wanted to make a video, and Cohen’s wife 
suggested that he buy a bunch of old nature 
books, cut out the photos of animals, make 
collages and use them to tell a story. 

“I was like, 'Huh. That sounds totally 
awesome,’” he recalls with a laugh. 

Cohen ran with the idea. He then took 
more than 100 hours to craft 2984 unique 
stills, photograph them, and create a nar- 
rative using stop-motion animation. 

Not long after Apollo Sunshine's 
2008 LP, Shall Noise Upon, was 
released, Cohen and his band- 
mates - Jesse Gallagher and 
Jeremy Black — decided to 
take a break. According to 
Cohem making decisions 

“unnecessarily diffi- 
cult” and drained en- 
ergy away from the 
joy of making music 

“It just felt like 
the right time to 

creative head- 
space,” Cohen says. 

Since then, he’s 
settled In Brook- 
lyn with his wife 
and started his 
own project, Yel- 
lowbirds. His first 
LP, The Color, was re- 
leased in early 2011 . 


The Color expands on the blissful, 
throwback pop vibe that Cohen mined on 
his favorite tracks from Shall Noise Upon. 
Only this time around, he got to make all 
the decisions himself and spend months in 
what he refers to as his "science lab,” add- 
ingoverdubs and layers in his home studio. 
In a way. the album is not so different from 
his videos. It’s the product of Cohen’s ro- 
mantic sense of style and laudable atten- 
tion to detail 

Seven Days spoke with Cohen last week 
in anticipation of the Yellowbirds' first 
Vermont gig. at the Monkey House on 
Thursday. February 16. 

SEVEN DAYS: The Color has been 
out for about a year. Instead of 
touring to promote the album, you 
decided to let the record find an 
audience and then do some dates. 
How's that working out for you? 

SAM COHEN: I love playing live, but it is 
hard sometimes to get a bunch of people 
to another state in a car. [Laughs] ... We’ve 
been playing pretty regularly in [New 


York City] and some Boston shows. And 
we went to South by [Southwest in 2011] 
and we did a little tour with Josh Ritter. 
You know, I don't have a van. [Laughs] I'm 
just a dude who makes albums and loves 
to play shows, but I don’t really have the 
whole band "machine” working right now. 

SD: You had that with Apollo 
Sunshine, didn't you? 

SC: Oh, big time. It was a lifestyle. It was 
a different thing. We were touring con- 
stantly in a big converted schoolbus with 
a trailer. Fora couple years with that band, 
back in 2003-2004, we just lived on the 
road. We didn’t even have apartments. 

And now I just kind of like being in a 
single place. I feel like I’m more produc- 
tive. I make videos, I work on other peo- 
ple’s records. I have a studio 1 feel like my 
output has increased. I miss playing shows 
a little more often, but I do feel like I’m 

SD: What did you learn in the 
process of making a record 
more or less by yourself? 


likes it, that makes me 
feel good, and it’s not like, 
“Argh! This isn’t good 
enough. This isn’t pay- 
ing my bills.” It’s actu- 
ally really cool be- 

really stress about 
it If it’s positive 
stuff, it’s great 
And I don’t need 
to think that 
much about any- 
thing else. ® 


SC: I guess a lot of it was just learning to 
be confident and alone, a lesson in self- 
sufficiency. It felt really liberating to just 
be like, “If I like this, then it’s gonna come 
out” [Laughs] You know? There’s not go- 
ing to be a board meeting about whether 
this is cool sounding or not. 


SC: Yeah, in a way. It took a longtime to fig- 
ure out what was my own voice inside my 
head and what was other people’s voices. 
Any criticism that I would give myself it 
was like, “Now, do I think that sucks or do 
I think that Jesse or Jeremy would think 
that sucks? Are they right? Or is it some- 
thing I have a chance to experiment with 
now - and should?” Things like that Ba- 
sically, I get to be the neurotic Jewish guy 


SC: It feels good, because we haven’t been 
really heavy handed about it When I was 
in Apollo Sunshine, we were depending on 
that for a living, and that was really stress- 
ful. Just being able to take time in New 
York to branch out in different directions. 
I’m really lucky that I still have a full-time 
career as a musician, but Yellowbirds is 
not the sustaining factor. It’s not my 



GOT MUSIC NEWS? DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


s| und bites 

BY DAN BOLLES 


Motoring 

craig Mitchell describes his 
new R&Bband, craig mitchell 

& MOTOR CITY, as “if PRINCE. 

jamiroouai and the black keys 

had a baby.” Generally, I’m 
loathe to use the descriptions 
bands provide of themselves 

— especially when they rely 
on the tired “if so and so had 
a love child” thing. But I've 
always liked that one. 

First, hyperbole aside, 
it’s pretty accurate. I've 
written about Mitchell on 
a number of occasions over 
the years. And regardless 
of the subject, whether it’s 
about DJing house music, 
his anti-bullying work or just 
shooting the shit, the topic of 
Prince often pops up in the 
conversation. He’s probably 
Mitchell's single biggest 
musical influence, and it 

Second, I just friggin' 
love the Black Keys. Having 
caught Motor City a few 
times now, I can understand 
the comparison. The band's 
sultry, at times bluesy neo- 
R&B evokes a similarly gritty 

— and somewhat seedy — 
sensuality. 

As for Jamiroquai ... OK, 
I've never been a fan. I liked 
him better when he was 
called stevie wonder. But, hey, 
two out of three ain’t bad, 
right? 

Anyway, this Thursday, 
February 16, at Nectar's, CM 
& MC take the stage for die 
first time in three mondis. 
And they're packing heat. 

Later this month, the 
band will release its debut 
EP, Hard Tellin'Not Knowin', 
on Mitchell's label. Slanted 
Black Records. The five-song 
EP will be available through 
the usual online channels — 
iTunes and the like. But you 
can check out a prereleased 
track, “Another Lover,” at the 
band's website, cmmcband. 
com. And I recommend that 
you do. 

As dynamic and powerful 
a vocalist as Mitchell is 
live, he's equally measured, 


engaging and technically 
impressive on record. 

And, given the full studio 
treatment by the Tank's ben 
collette. Motor City is up 
to some seriously cool sonic 
shenanigans. I gotta say, if 
the rest of the EP sounds 
anything like “Another 
Lover," we might have an 
early candidate for local 
album of the year — you 
know, if such an award 
existed. 

Wee. Not So 
Wee. And 
Friggin’ Huge! 

Bonus points if you can 
tell me which “Saturday 
Night Live” sketch that 
headline comes from. (Hint, 
it involved mike myers and 
Scottish accents.) 

This Friday, February 17, 
local all-star folk collective 
the wee folkestra celebrates 
its one-year anniversary with 
a gig at Radio Bean dubbed 
the Red & Black Ball — the 
band has a penchant for 
red and black attire. While 
a birthday is always cause 
for celebration, this show is 
notable, as it marks the last 
time you'll be able to see the 
band in its current form. 

WF’s eric segalstao writes 
that the Folkestra is about 
to undergo some significant 
changes. Guitarist matt 
harpster, who also plays with 

the BOHEMIAN BLUES QUARTET 

and the amida bourbon project 

— the latter with fellow Wee 
Folker ay a ino ue is leaving 
die band. The Folkestra has 
been pretty busy of late and 
gigging frequently. Already 
having two odier working 
bands to think about, he 
decided to step aside. 

The odier departure is 
greg alexanoer, who recently 
returned from Los Angeles 
and his gig with musical 
comedian nice peter check 
out his Epic Rap Battles 
online. Funny stuff Anyway, 
Peter - who, apparendy, is 
nice offered Alexander a 



permanent gig. So he'll be 
headingoff to La La Land to 
seek his fame and fortune 
and maybe chill with snoop 

In the meantime, all 
nine — count 'em! — original 
members of the Wee 
Folkestra will take the stage 
one last time this Friday. 

BiteTorrent 

Congratulations to oave 
keller. The local blues man 
scored a recent win for 
“Best Self-ProducedCD" at 
the 2012 Blues Foundation 
Awards for his latest effort, 
Where I'm Coming From. 
The record, released in 2011, 
was a striking collection of 
relatively obscure soul and 
R&B songs that, according 
to Keller, “should have 
been classics, but somehow 
slipped through die cracks." 
In addition to a small cash 
prize, Keller gets a healthy 


PR boost with guaranteed 
airplay on Sirius XM 
Radio and a coveted “Blues 
Breaker” spodight on the 
House of Blues Radio Show 
with elwood blues. If you 
wanna see what all die fuss 
is about, catch Keller on 
his home turf this Saturday, 
February 18, at the Black 
Door in Montpelier. You 
can also check him out on a 
pair of local radio programs: 
Friday, February 17, on 
WDEV 96.7 FM at 2 p.m., 
and Sunday, February 19, at 9 
a.m. on WIZN 106.7 FM. 


Welcome back, paper thick 
walls. This Chicago-based 
alt-country outfit has an 
interesting local connection 
— bassist ROGER SHERMAN 
grew up in Montpelier - 
which probably explains 
why they've been back three 


□ 


Follow eon 
Dan blogs t 


I State at sevendaysvLcom/blogs. 
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Drive Away 
Hunger Program 


Help Poulin Auto Drive Away 
Hunger and you get to drive 
away in a new-to-you vehicle. 



hey man, get a haircut 



SHOP 

LOCAL 



WED. 15 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE Scott Mangan (singer 
songwriter). 7p.m.. Free. Rewind with 
DJ Craig Mitchell (retro). 10 p.m.. Free. 
FRANNY 0'S: Karaoke. 9:30 p.m.. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

Big Gigantic Adventure Club (live 
electronical. 8:30 p.m., $17/20. AA 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Lila Webb 

MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open MIC 



NECTAR'S Soule Monde (organ 
groove), 9 p.m..$3/ft IB*. 

ONE PEPPER GRILL Open MIC with 





RED SQUARE: Cabinet (rock), 7 p.m.. 
Free. DJ Cre8 (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. Free 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE: Wednesday 


central 

BAGITOS: Blues Jam. S p.m.. Free 





GUSTO'S: Open MIc with John 
Lackard, 9p.m.. Free 

PURPLE MOON PUB: Phlneas Gage 
(bluegrass).7p.m Free. 

Night Fun-Waiser with Mark LeGrand 
(country). 6p.m.. $5-10 donatloa 
TUPELO MUSIC HALL: Interplay Jazz 
Jam (Jazz). 7 p.m.. $10. 


champlain valley 



Entertainment 9p.m.. Free. 

ON THE RISE BAKERY Paul Cataldo 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Sarah Wall Is (pop). 7:30 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Open MIc. B p.m, Free. 


THU. 16 




Girl Power suzanne vega found international 

success with her chart-topping 1987 hit “Luka," which scored 
her three Grammy nominations. The song also helped pave the 
way for a new breed of strong female singer-songwriters, in an 
era that included the likes of Shawn Colvin, Tracy Chapman 
and the Indigo Girls, among others. Now, 25 years later. Vega is 
still going strong writing and performing with the same unique 
voice and energy that endeared her to a generation of fans. This 
Friday, February 17. Suzanne Vega plays the Tupelo Music Hall 
in White River Junction. 



MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: Gary 
Peacock (slnger-songwrlter). 10 p.m.. 


OUVE RIDLEY'S Karaoke. 6 p.m.. 

TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: Karaoke 


FRI.17 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE Myra Flynn (neo-soul). 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE JohnValby A.K.A. Dr. Dirty 




G0TMUSICNEWS7DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


sC und bites 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 63 




have to wing it and make 
up jokes on the spot I’m 
intrigued. 


Last hut not least, neither 
of Vermont’s Grammy 
nominees, grace potter or 
al conti, wound up taking 
home statuettes from the 
Grammy Awards last Sunday. 
Still, it's an honor just to 
be nominated, right? And, 
as a consolation for Potter 
fans, Grace and Co. recently 
announced they are nearing 
completion on a new record, 
dubbed The Lion and the 
Beat, due out this summer. 
The album is being produced 
by noted knob tweaker 
Jim Scott and will feature 


times in the last six months 
or so. They'll be at the 
Monkey House this Saturday, 
February 18. 


New band alert! shelly 
shredder was recently added 
to the bill with vaLOWBiRDS 
at die Monkey House this 
Thursday, February 16. 

(See die interview with 
Yelbwbirds' sam cohen 
on page 62.) Shredder 
issomediingofa local 
supergroup, featuring 

TRISTAN BARIBEAU (VILLANELLES) 
on guitar and vocals, 

JAKE BRENNAN ( BUZZ JAR) 
on guitar and vocals, rob 
VOLAND (OANGERBIRO) Oil baSS 

and vocals, corey wilhelm 


(bearquarium) on drums 
and johanna Hiller (the 
marigolds) on acoustic guitar 
and vocals. Hiller describes 
their sound as something 
like "neb. young meets the 
jayhawks, widi four-part 
harmonies and sweet guitar 
work." Since the Monkey 
House gig is the band’s 
debut, I can neither confirm 
nor deny that assessment. 

I will say that my inner alt- 
country fan is pretty excited 
about that description, 
though, especially given the 
band's collective pedigree. 


Speaking of the Monkey 
House, there's an interesting 
comedy show at die 


Winooski hotspot this 
Sunday, February 19. Hosted 
by coun ryan and pat lynch. 
Crowd Control pits four 
local comedians — will betts. 

KIT RIVERS, NATHAN HARTSWICK 

and 2012 Higher Ground 
Comedy Batde champ 
kyle gagnon - against one 
another in a mix of standup 
and improv. The audience 
decides the order in which 
die comedians will perform, 
which is interesting. But 
diey also decide die topics 
the comedians must address 
during their sets, meaning 
diat the contestants must 
have enough material to 
cover virtually every topic 
imaginable, or they'll just 


collaborations with the 
Black Keys' dan auerbach. In 
odier Potter news, Gibson 
Guitar is reportedly working 
with her on a new axe, die 
Grace Potter Signature 
Flying V, That's pretty cool 
on its own. Even cooler? 
The only other woman 
for whom Gibson has ever 
commissioned a signature 
guitar is joan jett. © 


0 

Listening In 

Once again, this week's 
totally self-indulgent 
column segment. In 
which I share a random 

1 sampling of what was on 
I my iPod, turntable. CD 

I player, 8-track player, etc., 


V 

■_ — — 

Frame your If 
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30% OFF 


any complete J 

■ frame job with | 

3 this ad- j 


I W . liliers 


194 College Street, Burlington 


M-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 








music 


Champlain valley 



THE HUB TEEN CENTERS 
SKATEPARK: Rough France 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN 

northern 

** trie roofs). 730 pm. “ 

BLACK CAP CO FFEE: John(rolk). 





Stepstone (rock), 9 p m Free, 





§ 



Blockheads When writing songs for their 20U debut full length. How Bright a Shadow!, Brooklyn's IN one wino turned to the 
concept of "block melody." That progressive approach to composition, originally conceived by guitarist Fred Firth, treats the idea of melody as an 
expression of events in time, as opposed to the more linear and rigid structure found in conventional songwriting. The result is a record that both 
celebrates and deconstructs pop archetypes with sophisticated, experimental savvy. It is music for bodi the heart and mind. In One Wind plays 
the Monkey House in Winooski this Sunday. February 19. with Nuda Veritas. Golden Claws and DJ Disco Phantom. 


MON. 20 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Faml ly Night Open 


NECTAR'S: Metal Monday: 
^r U tMmttal| t 9p h m 5 .S , 5 Crl 



RADIO BEAN: Cranston Dean & 
Biyan Smith (slnger-songwnterl. 6 

RED SOUARE: Industry Night 
with Robbie J (hip-hop). 11 p.m. 

RUBEN JAMES: Why Not 

Monday? with Dakota (hip-hop). 
10 pm. Free. 

central 

BAGITOS: Open Mlc.7p.m.. Free 


northern 



TUE.21 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Sola Kings with DJs 



LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Mike 
Martin &Geoff Kim (gypsy jarz). 
7 p.m.. Free 



REVIEW this 



Doll Fight!, 
Revolution Doll 
Style Now 

(SEIF-RELEASED, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

On Lheir 2011 debul. Morning Again, 
local riot-grrrl trio Doll Fight! laid down 
the gauntlet. That ragged, raucous little 
EP served notice that local girls can 
rawk as hard and fiercely as any of their 
male counterparts. It was an intriguing 
first attempt that masked occasionally 
sloppy — if appropriately punky — 
performances with aggressive energy 
and uniquely off-beat attitude. Later 
that same year, the band released a 
follow-up EP, Revolution Doll Style Now. 
The band’s deliciously lo-fi sophomore 
release picks up where their debut 
left off. And it finds the band evolving 
into a legitimately cohesive punk-rock 
juggernaut, featuring notably improved 
musicality without sacrificing any of the 
snarling charm that defined dieir first 

Drummer Jane Boxall is the band's 
backbone. A classically trained marimba 
player, she’s die most musically 
polished of the trio. Her ferocious 
attacks set the tone for die endre 
band, creating a foundation on which 
tracks like die churlish opener “Plastic 
Revolution” are built. Kelly Riel's 
spastic bass line rumbles in sinister 
fashion before butting headlong against 
Christine Mathias’ bruising guitar 
crunch. Mathias takes the lead on this 
anthemic cut, her clean, pleading vocals 
countered by growling backing work 
from Riel. 

“Jealousy" takes a darker turn, 
and is a departure from the uptempo 
fare preceding it Mathias' vocal 
performance is brooding and uncertain, 
which is especially appropriate given 
the subject matter. 


“Eris Is Anarchy" is emblematic 
of the band’s renewed focus on 
instrumental proficiency. Mathias' 
lead guitar line slithers around Riel's 
subtle bass line and smart kit work 
from Boxall The entire arrangement, 
which culminates in a truly menacing 
bridge, is commendably ambitious and 
reflects a musical curiosity relatively 
uncommon to the gen re. 

On “Adrenochrome” the band 
employs Boxall's marimba talents. The 
juxtaposition of the band’s generally 
sneering punk bombast and elegant, 
rounded marimba tones is interesting, 
if initially distracting. Ultimately, it 
lends die tune a sort of manic, funhouse 
quality diat highlights die band’s 
singular attitude. 

Riel takes the lead on die politically 
charged closing track, “While Egypt 
Was Burning.” Riel has a more 
traditionally punk delivery than 
Madiias, but her forceful, bratty sneer 
provides a nice contrast to Mathias' 
diinner and slightly more girlish 
approach. It's a bracing end to another 
rousing effort from Burlington's fawirite 
riot grrrls. 

Doll Fight! play die Hub in Bristol 
diis Friday, February 17. Revolution 
Doll Style Now is available at dollfight. 
bandcamp.com. 

Shellhouse, 

Indian Summer 

(DARK BEFORE DAWN RECORDS, CD) 

I admit, I didn’t have especially high 
hopes for Indian Summer, die debut 
release from local rockers Shellhouse. 1 
know, I know. You can’t judge a book — * 
or, in this case, an album — by its cover. 
Still, turning over my copy and seeing 
the faces of four conservatively dressed, 
middle-aged musicians clad in dark, 
Blues Brothers-style sunglasses didn’t 
exactly inspire a desire to rock and 
roll all night, let alone party every day. 
Maybe it’s my inner music snob rearing 
his ugly head. Or maybe I just don’t like 
being reminded diat I, too, will someday 
be old and subject to the judgment of 
snarky whippersnappers like myself. 

Still, my suspicion was that Indian 
Summer is the vanity project of aging 
musicians trying to hang on to lost 
youth — rarely a recipe for thrilling 
music. And in some respects, that's 
exactly what die record is. But here’s 
die thing; It’s good. Shellhouse may not 
win big with the finicky skinny-jeans 
set, but fans of smartly conceived, no- 


frills rock will find a lot to like. 

The band is die brainchild of 
songwriter Bob Teer and longtime 
collaborator Jim Fox. Together die 
duo have crafted a suite of 12 rock- 
and-roll nuggets that reflect an array 
of classic influences, from Tom Petty 
to Dire Straits and several other pop 
and rock staples along the way. Van 
Morrison seems an especially important 
touchstone. 

Teer proves to be a sturdy 
songwriter, well schooled in the notion 
that less is more. He’s not trying to 
blow your mind widi poetic lyricism or 
profound observations on life and love. 
Instead, he favors a direct and efficient 
approach accented by an equally 
forthright vocal style. Particularly on 
cuts such as the clever “Two Below 
Honey,” “Testing Out a Lie," and the 
Latin-tinged “Still Waiting," there’s a 
hint of Mark Knopfler in his delivery 
that is pleasing and familiar. 

Musically, the band is solid. Fox is 
an impressive, if unadventurous, lead 
guitarist. He's definitely got chops 
and, when called upon, adds enough 
axe-slinging fire to get the job done. A 
rhythm section of bassist Mark Paul 



and rotating drummers Travelin' Jack 
and Bob DeFeo provide a durable 
foundation. Backing vocalist Andrea 
Teer rounds out the group and adds 
a welcome feminine touch to the 
proceedings. 

In an age when everyone seems hell 
bent on finding — and subsequently 
overhyping — the next hot young band, 
there's something to be said for a group 
that humbly goes about its business and 
rocks simply for die sake of rocking, 
regardless of what’s trendy. 

Shellhouse play Radio Bean in 
Burlington this Friday, February 17. 
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art 


Diorama Diaries 

"Invisible Odysseys" at Vermont Folklife Center 


§ 


S 

i 


| 
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A n unconventional show of di- 
oramas at the Vermont Folklife 
Center in Middlebury adds a 
political dimension to the term 
“outsider art" The collection of a dozen 
autobiographical pieces made by Mexi- 
cans working on Vermont dairy farms also 
gives an unsettling twist to die notion of 
artistic anonymity. 

These heartfelt constructions made of 


wooden boxes and dollar-store-type mate- 
rials qualify as outsider art in that they’re 
the products of untrained hands. Vermont 
artist B. A more, one 

i 

nizers. prepared a H.I3 I 3 H 

art that she present- 
ed to the farmworkers, many of whom had 
never created a piece for public display. 

“The idea was to demonstrate that art 
didn't just happen in artists' studios." ex- 
plains migrant farmworker advocate Su- 
sannah McCandless of New Haven. “We 
wanted to show that everyone has the po- 
tential and ability to create art” 

Like others classified ns outsider art- 
ists. die farmworkers stand far apart from 
the cultural mainstream; these amateur 
art makers have only fleeting, clandestine 
contact with the society around them; 
they milk and muck in the shadows. 


As Amore writes in an introduction 
to die show, the Mexicans "live in isola- 
tion and fear, unable to participate fully in 
life outside the farm.” Having entered the 
United States and journeyed to Vermont 
without authorization, they could be de- 
ported if found without the proper papers. 

The show's title, “Invisible Odysseys: 
Artwork By and About Mexican Farm- 
workers in Vermont" is thus well chosen. 
Testimonies in Spanish and English ac- 
company the work or are embedded in it; 
they typically tell of harrowing crossings, 
with desert trekkers dodging rattlesnakes 
and cactus thorns, as well as the U.S. Bor- 
der Patrol. 


“You can see skeletons in some places, 
human remains maybe of diose who did not 
achieve their dreams; some end up lost” 
the artist Ismael writes in a text alongside 
his diorama, “Crossing the Desert" 

Another artist Z., stitches a similar 
commentary onto a small banner in her 
piece, “The Mirage of a Dream": “Your 
path can take you through rivers, elec- 

exposed to dangers there: snakebites, as- 
saults or even loss of life. That's why I've 
named it the 'death crossing.'" 



THESE AMATEUR ART MAKERS HAVEDNLYFLEETING, CLANDESTINE 
CONTACT WITH THE SOCIETY AROUND THEM: 

THEY MILK AND MUCK IN THE SHADOWS. 


Ismael and Z., along with Poncho and 
Eli C.C. and all the other artists, have 
chosen to disguise dieir identities. The 
stakes are much higher for these Mexi- 
cans than for most artists who display 
work in a gallery anonymously. For the 
farmworkers, the consequence of being 
revealed could be a return to the poverty 
and hopelessness diey have risked dieir 
lives to escape. 

Many of the artists proclaim their joy 
at having made it to America: “The United 
States is always beautiful, a paradise, a 
dream, a mirage," Z. testifies in her piece 
festooned with a dollar bill, toy soldiers 
with guns, a floating angel and a garland 


of plastic daisies, lilies and orchids. “It's a 
garden of flowers for those who can enjoy 

This kind of visual and verbal dualism 
appears in many of the pieces. Despite 
the perils of their passages and the op- 
pressive circumstances they encounter in 
Vermont, the artists often express grati- 
tude to a country and a state that enables 
them to provide for their families back 
in Mexico. “Always working, my home 
is practically a jail,” Z. informs view- 
ers. “But I am happy because I can earn 
money to send to my family ... but I want 
a litde freedom.” 

The quality of work varies consider- 


ably. A few dioramas exhibit aesthetically 
ingenious touches, such as picket fences 
made of Popsicle sticks and scorpions 
fashioned from wire found on one of the 
farms. Others look like projects made in a 
middle-school art class. 

Ismael's piece is unusual, and strik- 
ing, in its minimalism. "Crossing the 
Desert" consists only of sand, stones and 
bits of cactus set against ablue-sky back- 
drop and placed inside a box painted in 
the red, white and green of the Mexican 
flag. Most of the boxes, which stand on 
their sides, are crowded with kiteshy 
items and require close and lengthy in- 
spection in order to absorb the diora- 
ma's full narrative. An abundance of text 
accompanying each work further tests 
the viewer's patience. Too bad the show 
doesn't conform to the declaration at 
its outset: "The work itself speaks more 
than words.” 

Amore, an immigrant from Italy, has 
two pieces of her own on display, along 
with a couple of constructions made by 
local activists Beatrice Parwatikar and 
Cheryl Connor. The entire exhibit reflects 
the title of one of these works, which fea- 
tures Connor's small hooked rug depicting 
a Middlebury landscape. It's called "Com- 
munity N etwork of Compassion.” 

By supplying basic materials and per- 
sonal encouragement, the advocates made 
it possible for our voiceless neighbors to 
tell their stories. In many cases, it took 
months to build dioramas that are no larg- 
er than two feet long, two feet wide and a 
foot or so tall. McCandless, who has vis- 
ited several farms where Mexicans work, 
says the artistic production took place on 
kitchen tables at the end of 16- hour work 
shifts, or on the one day off that some of 
the migrants are given every two weeks. 
Hie laborers were eager, she adds, “for the 

the daily grind.” 

The artists included in "Invisible Odys- 
seys” work on farms throughout Vermont 
And for every Vermont migrant worker's 
storyrecountedatthe Folklife Center, Mc- 
Candless notes, scores more have yet to be 
told.® 

KEVIN J. KELLEY 
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Bernasconi Construction, Inc. 

jSfcsfF General contractor of 

I all phases of construction 



QUALITY CUSTOM HOMES 

low specializing in making your home 
“ MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT! 
installing Solar Hot Water* 

> Additions | Remodels | Roofing/Siding 
House 8t Camps Lifted for Installation of Foundations 
Specializing in the Installation of 
Pellet & Wood Stoves | Metalbestos Chimneys 
EPA Certified Renovator | Hardwood & Tile Flooring 
*inqtwe about Custom Tile Showers & Back Splashs 

(Certified in Lead Paint, Renovation, Repair & Painting) 

802-578-1610 | NO JOB TOO SMALL! | Residential 8t Commercial 


Fully Insured | Free Estimates | Competitive Rates 


HDEICHI OSHIRO: A 


Goddard. Through Mi 


Montpelier. Inlb. S63-2486. 
JANETWORMSER 
Paintings. Through February 
28 at Spotlight Gallery In 
Montpelier. Info 828-3293. 
LAURA DECAPUA & GEOFF 
Snapshot of Tunbridge 


Wilson 

“Snowflake” 

Bentley 

In 2006, Maggie Mae Anderson's 
boyfriend was about to tear down 
a Bolton Valley house — and build 
another in its place — when he 
discovered an old trunk left behind 
by the previous owner. It'S a good 
thing he opened it Inside were 
dozens of yellowing snowflake 
images by legendary Vermont 
photographer Wilson “Snowflake” 
Bentley, one of the first people to 
capture the intricacies of the white 
stuff on film. The relationship 
between Bentley, who lived in 
Jericho until his death in 1931, and 
the former owner of the house, who 
died as an old woman in the early 
2000s is unclear. Anderson says, 
but they must have known each 
other: One photo is signed, "Merry 
Christmas from the snowflake 
man.” The photos are for sale at 
tlie Vermont Ski and Snowboard 
Museum in Stowe through April 1. 
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2ND TUESDAY': New 


ELINOR STEELE II 


INVISIBLE ODYSSEYS' 


Through March 19 at BlgTown Ga 
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FLEMING MUSEUM OF ART 

THURSDAY, FEB. 16 

@ 6:00 PM 

SEVEN DAYS rariMMB 


WWW.FLEMINGMUSEUM.ORG 

WWW.PECHA-KUCHA.ORG 
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*V« OPEN: M-F 9-7; Sat 9-5:30; Sun 1 0-5 


SNOW JOKE! 

Winter Giveaways 



Register to win lift tickets 
and season's passes to: 

Jay Peak, Killington and 
Stowe Mountain Resort 


FROM YOUR PALS AT 


SEVEN DAYS 



to our mountain of e-newsletters by 
February 24 and be eligible to win! 
Details at: sevendaysvt.com 






Julia Shirar Mia Shirnr isn't just a painter. Asa sound editor, she's worked 
on such films as Lost in Translation and Adaptation. Her current occupation? Caretaker 
at a funeral home in Queens. This month, the eclectic ardst returns to Johnson’s 
Vermont Studio Center, where she was a resident in 2008, with her series “People in 
Places." In one searing portrait, a poet looks tired and overworked as she stares intently 
forward, her spidery fingers gracing her chin. In another, an overweight man reclines 
on a sofa in nothing but a robe and boxing gloves. “Implied is the manifold nature 
of history and memory," writes Shirar in her artist statement, “and the questionable 
stability of our structured world, so vexing that it requires a sense of humor.” Through 
March 11. Pictured: “Dale as Johnny Carson as Burt Reynolds in Playgirl." 







Engage: A Juried Exhibition of Artwork 
by Vermont Artists with Disabilities 


February 26-April 29, 2012 tl liAuBMI ) 

The Amy E. Tarrant Gallery at the 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts. 

Reception: February 26, 2012, 4-6 P.M. 

Q Please contact VSA Vermont with 
accessibility and accommodation 
requests 

Voice: 802-655-772 

Relay calls welcome: dial 711 
Email: info@vsavt.org 
Visit our website at VSAVT.org 
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movies 


Safe House ★ 



O ne thing you learn in the course 
of nearly 30 years as a film critic 
is that there truly is no account- 
ing for taste. You realize this, for 
example, when some helpful citizen takes 

per to explain the flaws in one of your re- 
views. When I read these. I'm almost always 
amazed by the level of outrage in their tone. 
You'd think I'd committed a crime against 
society and not just panned a performance. 
Some people need to cu t back on the caffeine. 

More to the point, you realize there’s no 
accounting for taste when you see a film that 
reeks to the heavens and then read reviews 
by apparently sane, fully functioning jour- 
nalists singing its praises A case in point; 
Safe House. Now, this is by every standard a 
fetid, derivative misappropriation of talent, 
in my book, yet I open up the New York Times 
and learn that the film is a “tense, tough, vis- 
ceral action movie.” The Los Angeles Times 
informs me that it's a “take-no-prisoners 
action extravaganza” that is "unmistakably 
stylish and unsettling." Nonetheless, 1 some- 
how believe mistakes have been made. 

Lots of them. The biggest being Denzel 
Washington's decision to take part in this 
tedious travesty. He is lar too good for this 


project. Which isn't saying all that much. Vin 
Diesel would have been far too good for this 
project, a mindless recycling of tropes and 
motifs from the Bourne series. 

Washington stars as Tobin Frost, yet an- 
other misunderstood CIA operative who 
has ‘gone rogue." He’s been “off the reserva- 
tion,” we're told, for roughly a decade and 
is accused of selling classified information 
to America's enemies. Like Jason Bourne, 
he's always a step ahead of his pursuers and 
evidently unki liable. If these two characters 
got into a fight, it occurred to me, the brawl 
could theoretically go on forever. 

But 1 digress. As the movie opens, we 
find Frost in Cape Town, pursued by a small 
army of heavily armed thugs. There is much 
running. There is much shooting There is 
much crashing of cars. Miraculously, how- 
ever, he makes his way to the U.S. embassy, at 
which point he's sequestered in a safe house 
in the custody of a rookie agent named Matt 
Weston. Ryan Reynolds costars, and, while 
he's hardly believable as a lethal spook, it's 
nice to see him in something besides green 
tights 

than all hell breaks loose; the same army of 
thugs breaks in, forcing the greenhorn to 


take to the streeLs with the international man 
There is niore shooting. There is more crash- 

minutes. I mean for the rest of the film. 

Gradually, it becomes clear that Safe 
House is not really a movie at all. There’s no 
story to speak of, just a hackneyed premise; 
A spy in possession of a mysterious file is 
pursued by shadowy forces. There certainly 
aren't any surprises. There's no character 
development, no attempt at quality dialogue. 
Safe House doesn't have three acts; it’s just 
one long chase scene with lots of fights in- 

l'm not kidding. It’s like someone took all 
the action footage from the Bourne films and 
edited it together without rhyme or reason. 


Fights in tight spaces - check. Chases across 
rooftops — check. Langley brass with ques- 
tionable motives pulling strings Iron) a far- 
away control room — check. Genuine adren- 
aline-pumping intrigue - forget about it. 

The only characters who aren't cliches 
are cartoons, and there's not a development 
the audience can't see coming. If there's an 
iota of artistry or originality within a mile 
of this mess, fledgling writer David Gug- 

making his Hollywood debut, succeed in 
keeping it top secret 

Why would pros Washington, Brendan 
Gleeson, Vera Farmiga. Ruben Blades and Sam 
Shepard waste their time on this? Taste isn't 
the only thing there's no accounting for. © 

RICK KISONAK 


REVIEWS 



The Vow 

§ 

erfect couples. Evervbodv wants 
5 ■ ■ to be in one, but no one really en- 

o joys being the third wheel who 

> ■ observes their bliss from a gum- 
8 encrusted theater seat. Which is why it's 

imperative for Hollywood to make them un- 
happy. 

Si The married hero and heroine of this 
Si year’s Valentine's-week date movie. The 
o Vow, approach levels of perfect coupledom 
S? seldom seen since 1990's Ghost. Leo (Chan- 
£ ning Tatum) owns a recording studio, looks 
° like a male model and gives adorable gifts. 
Paige (Rachel McAdams) makes giant com- 
missioned sculptures, dresses retro and has 

> Zooey Deschanei's hair. They share a gor- 
° geous loft, and both are prone to charming 
gj spontaneous gestures, such as jumping in 
8 cold lakes. Their friends wear flannel and fe- 
doras. They got hitched at the Art Institute. 

So. of course, to make these people bear- 
able, tragedy must strike. A car accident 
leaves Paige with no memory of Lea Even 
worse, the amnesia has regressed her to an 
m earlier stage in her life when everything 
5 that seems cool to her now seemed uncool. 
S “What's wrong with my hair?" she whines 
IS virtually upon waking 


Soon we (and Leo) learn that the younger 
Paige was a smooth-haired, preppy law stu- 
dent with two upper-class gorgons for par- 
ents (Sam Neill and Jessica Lange), a con- 
servative wardrobe and a smarmy corporate 
liuncc (Scott Specdmun). Now the stuffy 
world of the 1 percent wants her back. How 
can a soulful hipster with a propensity for 
whipping off his shirt compete with that? 

The Vow is every bit as silly as this synop- 
sis makes it sound. Yet, os films about perfect 
pairs overcoming adversity go, it's a pretty 
pain-lree experience. Partly that’s because 
Hollywood)! efforts to depict arty urban 
types are always worth a few giggles. Di- 
rector Michael Sucsy (HBO's Grey Gardens) 
finds visual interest in the funky Chicago 
milieu that's missing from your standard 
romantic flick about rich white people in 
suburbia. And McAdams makes Paige's be- 
wilderment as cute and funny as brain injuiy 
can be, though her radical personality shift 
(sans other symptoms) seems a bit dramati- 
cally convenient. 

A romance about amnesia could have 
plumbed questions about what it means to 
"be oneself” and love someone, but for that, 
you'll need to read Oliver Sacks. The message 


of The Vow is that love eventually conquers 
all when your lover is Channing Tatum. It's 
been designed as a female fantasy, a delivery 
system for bare pecs and caring glances. (At 
the showing I caught, when Leo consoled 
himself over Paige's absence by cradling a 
kitty on his bare chest, the audience couldn't 

The part of Leo actually reads more like 

the young John Cusack or Joseph Gordon- 
Levitt. When Paige's shallow sister regards 
him with disdain, it’s not clear why she isn't 
going AwHav instead, or at least congratulat- 


ing her sister on netting a guy who looks like 
he could play Gi. Joe. lb Tatum’s credit, he 
does his best to inhabit this more cerebral 
role, and his floundering efforts like Leo’s 
attempts to reawaken Paige's love - are en- 
dearing. 

The fantasy that a man like that would 
do all this for you sells the movie to its target 
audience. But if you're interested in a deeper 
exploration of what makes or breaks a per- 
fect couple, forget about it. © 

MARGOT HARRISON 







NEW IN THEATERS 

GHOST RIDER: SPIRIT OF VENGEANCE: Nicolas 
finds hlmseir protecting a young boy In the sequel 
widaoldris H baandaai iUd'd W '' Old' S^'ich 

THE SECRET WORLD OF ARRETTY. F rom the 

Away] comes an adaptation ol Mary Norton's kids 

and Bndgit Mendlec Hlromasa Yonebayashl 

THIS MEANS WAR: The -world's most deadly CIA 

when they fancy the same woman In this very 
silly-sounding adventure comedy tram director 

Witherspoon. (98 min. PG-13. Bijou. Capitol, Essex. 


NOW PLAYING 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: CHIP- WRECKED* 

First a -squeakquel.- now a ‘chip- wreck" on a^ 

English language? Do they and their legions ol 



E/191 


THE ARTIST ***1/2 A silent film star (Jean 
Dujardln j struggles to adapt to the advent of lalk- 



BIG MIRACLE*** A reporter a Greenpeace 


CHRONICLE*** Undeserving teens acquire 
- surprise! - abusing them In this found-footage 



CONTRABAND**l/2Ma 


A DANGEROUS METHOD*l/2 Viggo Mortensen 






Palace. Savoy. Stowe Welden) 

EXTREMELY LOUD AND INCREDIBLY CLOSE**V2 

An 11-year- ol d New Yorker (Thomas Horn) tries to 

wh cTdfed m me fl/f^aOrKks ' mUll 5 d r am^based 



THE GREY***1/2 in the latest Installment of 



(101 Reykjavik! Kormikur directed. (110 min. R. Big 


ratings 

* = refund, please 

** = could've been worse, but not a lot 


live-action and documentary short subjects. (106 
SAFE HOUSE* A deserter from the CIA (Denzel 



Essex, Mqlestlc. Palace. Roxy) 


**** = smarter than the average bear 
***** = as good as it gets 


RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEWE 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON AR 

COURTESY OF METACRITICCOM. W' " 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


-I i OUNTRV s MUM Willi I , 



Vintage Inspired 


Lifesttjli 


le Marketplace 


180 Flynn Ave SurrE #2, Burungton, VT • 802.488.5766 
Antiques • curious goods • art • Treasures 
Selling Gold or Silver? 

Jim Nichols will he lien; buying gold and silver, Sunday Feb 19th from 12 - 2pm. 
Stop by. learn about purchasing predous metals, and see whut your valuables are worth! 


OVERWEIGHT SUBJECTS WANTED 


ir medical risks affected by the type of far your body stores? Healthy overwc 
ran people (18-40 yr) needed for an 8-week N1H study. Participants will re 
all food for 8 weeks and $2500 upon completion of the study. 




VCFA 

VERMONT 
COLLEGE 
OF FINE 
ARTS 


II 
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Winter 2012 

Residency Concerts 


FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


The Callithumpian Consort 

Wednesday, February 15th 4pm 
College Hall Chapel 

The Callithumpian Consort 

Thursday, February 16th 7pm 
College Hall Chapel 

Vermont Jazz Ensemble 

Friday, February 1 7th 7:30pm 
College Hall Chapel 


i 


www.vcfa.edu 












movies 

you missed 

AN EXCERPT FROM BLURT, 

THE SEVEN DAYS STAFF BLOG 





Movies You Missed 24: Project Nim 

Lots and lots of movtes never (or only briefly) make It to Vermont theaters. Each Friday, 
Margot Harrison reviews one that you can now catch on your home screen. This week in 
movies you missed: Once upon a time, a scientist decided to raise a chimpanzee just like 


C all it the real-life version of 
Rise of the Planet of the Apes, 
except without the "rising" part 
James Marsh's documentary retells 
tile story of a radical experiment 
undertaken by Columbia professor 
Herbert Terrace in 1973: He wanted 
to find out if an ape could talk (via 
sign language, of course). The ape in 
question was named Nim Chimpsky 
— a pun on Noam Chomsky, who 
argued that humans alone are hard- 
wired to use language as a means of expression. 

The film doesn't address the fascinating context of this experiment or the other 
attempts to prove that language isn't unique to humans. Based on Elizabeth Hess' 
biography of Nim. it focuses on what the experiment did to Nim himself - and how 
a bunch of well-meaning people, all eager to prove an ape could cross the human- 
animal divide, ended up doing some very cruel things. 

-MH. 
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OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 

Kricneed, ccmprtficnsive & compassionate care that put s you first. 

Caring. Convenient & affordable... 

physicians Si staff 



Very^nt Federal 

CREDIT UNION 


A home equity 
line of credit 
you’re guaranteed 
to love. 
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gear^^com 



Sale runs VI 
Feb 10 ,h -21 st 


lHlff 

.. _ HBI PWBMtt . 

Outdoor Gear Exchange • 


Save 40-60%* on Men’s 
AND WOMEN S CLOTH INC CLOSEOUTS 


Take 25-30% OFF* 
ALL CLOTHING 

FROM THESE BRANDS 1 . 
...AND OTHERS! 


^Vmad riverrocket 


Killer B - $99.95! 
Stinger - $79.95! 


jf-s- IA W /EBI t \ 
. O’ 

pi 

adidas r 


A» 

I 'D1 


<=• €11 

H 

iNS f | 


^ g§| sfierpa 

R\Rab 

©Marmot *’ ' 

Take 40% OFF* 
ALL CLOTHING 

FROM THESE BRANDS! 
..AMONG OTHERS! 



90% Off! 

All Other Sleds 
and 

All Snowshoes! 


i cm Of cm on sale too... 

Blackjj^mnond_ 

n all 2012 skis, skins, 
oles, boots, and gloves 
om Black Diamond 

mono 99% on 9 

kis, boots, and 
>indings 

rom: S 

-a SPORTIUI 




mttntort* 

IKMy|PN0W 


Save 20%' on All Hats and 
Darn Tough or Smartwool Socks 



Darn i ougn 

: r & 

. Jt BLL BEBL ROM! \_ 

Hits mcRwrcKj ^^ . 

bee techhicbeice root*! — > ^ 

«*, ;*s> nu EVOEV CUMBIH6 SU0M.' 

■ — ill ROCK HOLDi BHD HBHGB0BRDB. 

| jf7T? miTCLIUS MERER BHD ROWER CBM. 








NEWS QUIRKS byroland sweet 


Curses, Foiled Again 

While police were in the process of citing 
Eldon Alexander, 36, and Korin Vanhouten, 
47, for shoplifting merchandise worth about 


and fraternity member Travis Hugh 
juries Helmburg claims he suffered : 
when Hughes tried to fire a bi 


wedding anniversary, but they arrived too 
late and were dropped from the president’s 
prepared remarks. V" 


Ogden, Utah, someone lawsuit claims, “the bottle rocket blew up in 


'Instead of launching," the he'd been assured that the couple would be 


stole $60 worth of items (Deseret News) 
Jonathan D. Miller, 18, and Myshawn 
Bonds, 19, arranged meetings with people 
selling items on Craigslist and then grabbed 
the items without paying, according to police 
in Carpentersville, III. Cmdr, Tim Bosshart 
said investigators identified the suspects after 
they advertised the stolen itemson Craigslist. 
One victim spotted his $8000 watch with the 
same photo he'd used, clearly showing its 
individually numbered backplate. (Chicago's 
WLS-AM) 


the defendant's rectum, and this startled the 
plaintiff and caused him to jump back" and 
lull off the deck. (United Press International) 


Heavy Metal population, pla 

from an abandoned five-story building in Angeles Times) 
" were killed when part of the building 


pried open the band room. Authorities : 
uted this and si milar thefts to the high 
the brass instruments bring on the 
market even an old, dented tuba can 
$2000 - and Southern California' 
music craze Banda is dance music. 


black 

fetch 


nchored by the tuba. (Los 


«• blocked the froi 
in open it," fire investigator Michael J. 
chling said, adding that when firefighters 
' aside, the beer can 


>r, said he'd seen the men regularly at the 
building tor the past few months, pulling out 
every scrap they could. “They were getting 
i the skeletal 


d them from going upstairs. The actually hold the floor up,” he said. "They 


ung $50 million in education sp 
stated new budget while presei 

Encounter, an amusement 
park that features a life-size 
Nuah's Ark and promotes a 
literal interpretation of the 
Book of Genesis. (Forbes) 

Seemed Like a Good 
Idea at the Time 

Seven hundred people had to 
be evacuated in Stockholm 
after a youth hostel caught 
fire. Fire investigators said 
the blaze started after the 
hostel staff placed several 
mattresses in the hostel's 
sauna and turned up the 
heat to try to delouse them. 
(Sweden's Local) 

Nil 


house was destroyed. (Phoenix's KSAZ-TV) 
Chance of a Lifetime 

President Obama was supposed to congratu- 
late Wilbur and Theresa Faiss at a speaking 
event in Las Vegas on the eve of their 79th 


erallyjust 


t," (Detroit’s WWJ-TV) 


southeast Los Angeles County 
:ed a rash of tuba thefts. "All they took 
tubas," South Gate High School music 
■r Ruben Gonzalez Jr. said after thieves 


Fatal Ironies 

Medical researcher Dr. Richard Olney, 64, 
devoted 18 years to seeking a cure for amyo- 
trophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), better known 
as Lou Gehrig's disease. He died January 27 
of ALS, which he battled for the last eight 
;. (Associated Press) 

Home birth advocate Caroline Lovell, 36, 
died after the delivery of her second child 
at home in Melbourne. Australia. (Victoria's 
Herald Sun) 




1 FREE WILL ASTROLOGY by rob brezsnv 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 

J 


Drummondville, Quebec, 
were covered with mud, 
wrapped in plastic, put 
under blankets and immo- 
bilized with their heads in 
cardboard b 

hyperventilate The body of 
Chantale Lavigne, 35, was 
removed after being "cooked 
to death." according to coro- 
ner Gilles Sainton. Another 

survived. (Canada's National 
Post) 

Rear Ended 

South Korean authorities 
arrested eight men they 
said tried to smuggle gold 
out of the country bv hiding 
it in their rectum* The 
scheme involved converting 
$ 260,000 worth of gold bars 
into small beads, which the 
men then inserted in their 
anus so they could sneak the 
gold past customs officials. 

Louis Helmburg 111, a 
student at West Virginia's 
Marshall University, is suing 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity 


eep vehicles a Iway s feature seven 
slots on their front grills. Why? For 
the manufacturer, its a symbolic 
statement proclaiming the fact that 
Jeep was the first vehicle driven on all 
seven continents. Let's take that as your 
cue, Aquarius. Yburassignment is to pick 
an accomplishment you're really proud 
of and turn it into an emblem, image, 
glyph or talisman that you 
express. If nothing else, draw it on 
car windows, write it on bathroom 
or add it to a Facebook status update. The 
key thing is that you use a public forum to celebrate yourself for 
significant success, even if its in a modest or mysterious way. 
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LULU EIGHTBALL 

THIS SEASON ON PBS 
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"Classic" Bill t!, e Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 
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Try O ©a.012 
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JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF FUN AND FLIRTING... 


or not looking. 


HOW IT 
WORKS 

Wear one of the 
Stop Light colors 
to indicate your 
relationship 
status. 

Or just 
"accessorize" 
with the 

appropriate color. 
Seven Days will 
have items to 
help show your 
“colors' as well. 



USE CAUTION 

(it's complicated), 
but still open to 
advances... 


SEVEN DAYS pERSoNRIS 


PRESENTS A 



SAT. FEB. 18 


HIGHER GROUND 
SHOWCASE LOUNGE 

8 p.m. til the lights go out.. 

• 

Top Hat Entertainment will be 
spinning tunes all night long. 


Come early to avoid 
"traffic" at the door! 



PERSoNBlS 




and enjoy the simple things in life 

snuggling while watching a movie. 
Someone who li kes to laugh and 
have fun! Durismom41 41 a 



EASYGOING. GROUNDED AND 
ADVENTUROUS 





CURjoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company. 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 

iMPOrTSNI Noll 

We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 


GALAXY ON MY CEILING 





MUST LOVE LAUGHING AND 
ADVENTURE 



MEN . W 5 ME.M 



ECLECTIC CREATIVE OBSERVER 




the gym and enjoy going to the beach. 
I like tD go on a chopping trip now and 



pRSFili oF THI WEEK: 


WoMEN teekiwWoTVILM 

HEY THERE! YEAH. YOU! HI 

Synopsis: I'm overly sarcastic, but I'm working on it. I'm loud 
and wear brightcolors. Embarrassment isntan emotion I feel 
very often. J umpi ng off cl iffs and exploring at night are two of 
my favorite activities. Most people are way too serious. I hope 
you're not. double.dang. 28. □ 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: Three things that I want 
from my ideal mate are... patience for my terrible jokes, 
choreographed dance routinesand a partner for weekend 
trips in the mountains. 
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MEN > MEN 



MSrE RISQUE? 

TURN THE PAGE migS 




IFERSoNKS 

aJ»> 

m 


For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


ts get together! whynotbeyoursel 


have fun with then get at me Tm 
flown for anythl ng, especially just 
having fun tool LittleSTU0802 21 
WORTHWHILE DISCRETION 




GOOD TIMES TO BE 


t on the town or enjoy a 


You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company. 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 

ilMPORlSIMr IM5H 

We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 


EAGER PLEASE VJI 


CUMMINGON 


CURIOUSLY CURIOUS 


MASSAGE, CONNECTION. COMFORT. 
KISSING, ORGASMS 

Massage explores pleasure with or 
without stepping Into the sexual. Wed 




ais what they vrant. 


KINK oFTHI WEEK: 

Women* 


LOOKING TO EXPLORE FANTISES 

I am new to this. I want to explore my fantises and be 
taken sexually by another woman who willl romance 
me and then dominate me in the bedroom. Not looking 
for a relationship, just exploring. My husband is in 
support of my exploration so being discreet is a must, 
marriedandlookinforextrafun. 28 

FROM HER ONUNE PROFILE: Kinks: blindfolds, dildos. 
handcuffs/shackles, toys, vibrators. 


LOO OKING... 

edtype 

who enjoys going out for go 

odfood 

mutual exploradon and prlr 

nal delights 

carnal fun. but presently lot 

iking for 

only get better. KudostoCoi 

lus 32 

PLEASE THEN BE PLEASED 

dude If you wat to get to know me^ 

6IHE5 icekiij $ 


LOOKN FOR FRIENDS 

es close to 



with a great body. He Is tatt 

ooed. fine 

sexy for people looknaroundll 32 □ 

WANT TO DP ME? 

sr 

new to this, so If you got the goods 


ty, with the potential fur becomi ng 


YOUNG SEXY INTELLIGENT COUPLE 


message! NaughtybutNIce 26 □ 
NORMAL INTELLIGENT. DECENT- 


OUAUTY COUPLE SEEKS OUAUTY 


a sexually dominant personal Ity 
body. VtCpIAAdventure 43 O 
2 HOTTIES AND A DOCTOR 


thing unless everyone Is begging 

drink. 2HotliesAndADoctor 26 □ 







isPb v 


If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 





take your hand In marriage. Happy 
(early] Valentines Day, my love 



fm a very confident 27 -year-old woman. I've always 
been overweight. I've mostly dated average-sized 
guys, and my weight has never been an issue in 
the bedroom. Recently I started seeing a guy I 
really, really like, and I see us going somewhere. 

He's overweight, too. The sex is great — fun, 
spontaneous, naughty — but we definitely don't 
have intercourse as much I'd like to (it's mostly 
oral). When we do try to have actual sex. our bodies 
sort of get in the way, and it's difficult to maneuver 
around one another. We haven't talked about it; I 
think both of us are kind of embarrassed and don't 
want to hurt the other, which is ridiculous. I know 
there must be positions and tricks that will work 
better for us. Mistress, can you help? I really want to 
make this work. 



The Original Chubby Muffin 

Kudos to you for identifying your challenge in the 
bedroom and tackling ithead-on. 

Asa couple with more cushion for the pushin'. 
pillows are your best friends. Using pillows to prop 
up your bottom can transform the missionary 
position from an awkward mishmash of tummies 
into a satisfying and easy position for you both. If 
missionary is too boring, try turning on your side 
and drawing your knees up close to your chest. This 
position allows him more room to move without 
the challenge of working around your deliciously 
fleshy thighs. If you're more of a take-charge gal, try 
my favorite big lovin' position, which requires your 
partner to lay back on the bed (or couch, or La-Z- 
Boy) with his feet planted on the ground while you 
sit on his lap, facing away from him. This position 
easily matches up your naughty bits and gives 
him full view your ample 'assets. 1 ' It does require 
thigh strength and stamina on your part — but it's a 
worthwhile workout 

Instead of being bashful and not addressing 
the logistics of your bodies, it's time to get creative 
and try solutions — and you know what they say: 
Practice makes perfect 

2a/e, 

'^A-, Need advice? mm 

Email me at mistress@sevendaysvtcom 
or share your own advice on my blog at 

sevendaysvtcom /blogs 


A 





Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

Essex (802) 879-7734 x 2 • Williston (802) 860-3343 • S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 
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